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Introduction

In the contemporary era, the dynamics of local, regional, and international politics
demand that we critically revisit concepts of power, language, and colonial legacies. It is
necessary to challenge and dismantle the narratives that have historically justified
unspeakable crimes-wars, massacres, and genocides. Today, fear, terror, and political
violence function as new instruments of governance for modern states and neo-colonial
structures. In this framework, large groups of people are stripped of their humanity,
their suffering dismissed as irrelevant, and their voices silenced.

Palestine stands at the heart of this struggle. For more than seventy-five years-ever
since the establishment of the Zionist settler colony-it has been the most vivid front
where power and knowledge collide. What is at stake is not merely land or religious
authority but also control over language, history, and collective memory. As with every
settler-colonial project, Israel deliberately intervenes in historiography, aiming to rewrite
the story of the indigenous population. This becomes obvious when examining the
vocabulary used to describe the conflict. Searching online, one encounters a variety of
labels: the “Arab-Israeli Conflict,” the “Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,” the “Israel-Gaza War,”
or the “Israel-Hamas War.” Intellectuals who support Palestinian self-determination are
wary of calling this a war, emphasizing how even the most minor linguistic details carry
weight. Something as simple as which side’s name is mentioned first-Israel or Palestine-
can reveal an author’s bias. We live in a climate where individuals are pressured to
respond to reductive questions such as “Do you condemn Hamas?” or “Does Israel have
a right to exist?”

Within this landscape, universities and academic institutions bear a special
responsibility. They are not only centers of critical thinking but also guardians of justice
and human rights. Especially in light of repeated Israeli attacks on Gaza, these
institutions provide intellectual spaces where scholars and researchers can analyze the
geopolitical context, expose violations of human rights, and amplify the voices of
Palestinians. The veil that has long obscured global opinion in favor of Israel is lifting,
much like fog finally dispersing to reveal hidden truths. The Palestinian struggle is
therefore not only about national liberation but also a revolt against a global order
imposed in the twentieth century under the shadow of nuclear deterrence. In this order,
perpetrators of atrocity became leaders of the so-called “free world,” while victims were
denied both recognition and justice. The result was a cruel reality: one group’s genocide
could be dismissed as another group’s “tragic episode.”
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Israel continues to follow its occupation manual page by page-whether through forced
displacement reminiscent of another Nakbah or through extrajudicial assassinations
abroad. Since October 7, Israel’s military campaign against one of the most densely
populated territories on earth has compelled the international community to
acknowledge that what is unfolding in Gaza fits the textbook definition of genocide.
Civilian infrastructure-hospitals, schools, mosques, and churches-has been
systematically destroyed. Gaza has been reduced to ruins. More than 40,000 people
have been killed, and countless others remain buried beneath the rubble. By the time
these words are read, the number of deaths and the scale of destruction will have grown
far worse, leaving behind an even harsher record of devastation.

For anyone who has followed Israel’s seventy-six years of occupation, Palestine has
become a moral landmark, a point of reflection for global public opinion. What was once
expressed mainly through transnational solidarity movements and street
demonstrations has now taken root in the collective memory of humanity itself.

The central intellectual challenge is how to define what we are witnessing within the
broader scope of local, regional, and international politics. Two phrases echo powerfully
here. One comes from the 19th-century French critic Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr: “The
more things change, the more they stay the same.” The other is the widely repeated
slogan of the past century and a half: “Never Again.” Alongside these, however, looms a
term that the West has long feared to pronounce-genocide. What has been happening
in Gaza since October 7, 2023, has forced that term into open use. Its recognition has
fractured the supposed “international community” and sparked intense debates about
whether Israel’s actions truly warrant the weight of the word.

History shows that every so-called “new world order” has been built upon genocide. This
may sound provocative, yet it is borne out by reality. Consider 1492: the so-called
“discovery” of the Americas by Christopher Columbus-actually an occupation-set the
stage for centuries of extermination. That same year saw the expulsion of Muslims and
Jews from Andalusia after the Reconquista. The late 19th and early 20th centuries were
no different, with slavery and colonialism across Africa, South Asia, and the Americas
laying the groundwork for future atrocities, culminating in the Holocaust.

The Holocaust-most infamously symbolized by Auschwitz-introduced new vocabulary
into human consciousness. The term “Holocaust,” though explicitly used for the Nazi
extermination of Jews, sometimes extended to other victims such as Romani people,
Soviet prisoners of war, and disabled individuals. Yet no other genocide has been
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granted the same designation. Later decades produced new terms-“ethnic cleansing,”

“mass atrocities,” “mass killings”-to name large-scale violence. Language itself has been

used to obscure reality: during the U.S. “War on Terror,” “torture” was euphemistically

recast as “enhanced interrogation techniques.”

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the triumphalist proclamation of a new
U.S.-led order soon gave rise to two genocides-in Bosnia and in Rwanda. In both cases,
the United Nations and the international community observed events unfold yet failed to
intervene. “Never again” became a bitterly ironic refrain, invoked in memory but denied
in practice. The more things changed, the more they remained the same.

Amid these failures, academia retains immense power to shape public discourse,
influence policy, and foster a more just resolution of conflicts like Gaza. Through
research, publications, and public engagement, intellectual institutions can build
empathy, call for cooperation, and expose injustice. The responsibility of intellectuals
during genocide is especially heavy: silence itself becomes a form of complicity.
Interpreting history while living through it is a difficult task, yet essential. What we face
today is genocide on multiple levels: the extermination of people (genocide), the
destruction of schools and universities (educide), the erasure of cities and territory
(spacio-cide), and the annihilation of systems of knowledge (epistemicide).

This reality requires a transformation of both method and theory. Instead of uncritically
accepting the questions imposed upon us-such as “Why did October 7 happen?’-we
must ask why the sixteen-year blockade of Gaza, lasting 5,972 days from June 2007 to
October 2023, was normalized and accepted by the global community.

For these reasons, the Journal of Ibn Haldun Studies has devoted a special issue to Gaza,
published in Turkish, English, and Arabic. This issue brings together perspectives from
history, sociology, theology, education, political science, and international relations,
reflecting the interdisciplinary scope needed to confront this moment in its full
complexity.

Editor
Ahmet Yusuf Ozdemir

ahmet.ozdemir@yee.org.tr
Yunus Emre Institute, Libya
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Abstract: This study challenges simplistic narratives that reduce the mobilization of Palestine’s
Islamic student movement (the Islamic Bloc) to either cultural criticisms or structural aspects.
Instead, it argues that the evaluation of transformation from its establishment in 1980 to the 2021
Seif Al-Quds uprising has been shaped by the interplay of cultural agency and structural dynamics.
These include basic historical moments (such as the First Intifada, Oslo Accords, and Gaza wars),
spatial-institutional contexts, alliances with political factions, and university administrations’
autonomy. Based on qualitative analysis of oral histories and primary sources (1980-2021), the
paper examines the extent to which political opportunity structures and the Islamic Bloc’s links to
socio-political institutions (e.g., Palestinian factions, universities, Israeli/Palestinian authorities)
form its patterns of resistance strategies and collective mobilization. Integrating insights from
social movement theory and positioning theory, this analysis bridges cultural narratives such as
anti-colonial resistance and collective grievances with structural forces, including institutional
autonomy and factional alliances. Findings reveal that successful mobilization required a
grievance-driven agency and structural enablers, such as universities’ political independence and
strategic adaptation to shifting power dynamics. The study proposes a holistic structure for
analyzing student-led conflict in challenged countries, signifying how cultural sense creation and
structural opportunity mutually combine action construct these dimensions.

Keywords: Student Movement, Social Movements, Resistance, Palestine, Positioning Theory

Oz: Bu calisma, Filistin’in [slami 6grenci hareketinin (Islami Blok) seferberligini yalnizca kiiltiirel
elestiriler ya da yapisal unsurlarila sinirlayan indirgemeci anlatilarr sorgulamaktadir. Bunun yerine,
1980°deki kurulusundan 2021°deki ‘Seif Al-Quds” ayaklanmasina uzanan déndstimiin
degerlendirilmesinin, kiiltirel 6znelesme ile yapisal dinamiklerin karsilikli etkilesimi tarafindan
sekillendidgini ileri siirmektedir. Bu baglamda, Birinci intifada, Oslo Anlasmalari ve Gazze savaslari
gibi temel tarihsel anlar, mekdnsal-kurumsal baglamlar; siyasal fraksiyonlarla ittifaklar;, ve
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tniversite ydnetimlerinin Ozerkligi s6z konusu etkilesimin belirleyici unsurlari arasinda yer
almaktadir. 1980-2021 dénemine ait s6z/ii tarih ¢calismalarr ve birincil kaynaklarin nitel analizine
dayanan bu makale, siyasal firsat yapilarinin ve fslami Blok’un sosyo-politik kurumlarla (6r.
Filistinli  fraksiyonlar, iniversiteler, [srail/Filistin otoriteleri) kurdudu badlantilarin, direnis
stratejilerinin ve kolektif seferberlik bicimlerinin olusumuna ne ©6lcide yén verdigini
incelemektedir. Sosyal hareket kurami ile konumlandirma kuramindan elde edilen icgdriileri
birlestiren analiz, anti-somdiirgeci direnis ve kolektif magduriyet gibi kiiltiirel anlatilari; kurumsal
ozerklik ve fraksiyonel ittifaklar gibi yapisal giiclerle birlikte ele almaktadir. Bulgular, basarili bir
seferberligin, hem magduriyet temelli bir 6znelesmeyi hem de diniversitelerin siyasal bagimsizligi
ile degisen glic dengelerine ydnelik stratejik uyum gibi yapisal kolaylastiricilari gerektirdigini
ortaya koymaktadir. Calisma, ogrenci oncilligindeki catismalarr “meydan okunan” llkeler
baglaminda ¢oziimlemeye ydnelik biitincil bir cerceve onermekte; kiiltirel anlam dretimi ile
yapisal firsatlarin nasil karsilikli bicimde eylemi kurdugunu gdéstermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ogrenci Hareketi, Sosyal Hareketler, Direnis, Filistin, Konumlanma Teorisi

1. Introduction

Undoubtedly, the major events in the Middle East during the twentieth century have had
a profound impact on the region's overall political and social dynamics. One of the most
prominent manifestations of the influence of historical events on the political and social
actors in the region is the emergence of the Muslim Brotherhood movement after the fall
of the Ottoman Caliphate at the beginning of the century, followed by the rise of Islamic
movements originating from the Muslim Brotherhood, the most notable of which is the
Hamas movement (Wagemakers, 2022). However, this historical turning point was not
the only event that influenced the trajectory of the Islamic social movement in Palestine,
in general, and the emergence of the student movement, in particular. It is no
coincidence that the Muslim Brotherhood branch in Palestine was proven at the height
of the struggle the Palestinians were witnessing against British colonialism, just before
the British withdrawal from historic Palestine. Likewise, it is no coincidence that the
Islamic Bloc in Palestinian universities was founded following the success of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran as an inspiration for the model and an attempt to replicate it in
Palestine and the region (Malm, 2025). We should also not forget that the Islamic
Resistance Movement Hamas was established and declared itself with the onset of the
First Palestinian Intifada, as it transitioned from its educational preparation phase to
engage in both popular and armed resistance (Hamoud, 2023). Furthermore, the
AlQassam Brigades formally established and announced their existence shortly after the
signing of the peace agreements between the Palestine Liberation Organization and the
Israeli occupation (Hussein, 2021).
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Figure 1. Establishing the Islamic Movement and the Historical Junctures in Palestine
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Just as historical or pivotal events played a critical role in shaping the Islamic social
movement in Palestine, less central events have also contributed to shaping the various
phases through which the Islamic Bloc has evolved into what it is today. These events
were sometimes linked to political dimensions and, at other times, to cultural and
ideological ones. What remains certain, however, is that resistance constituted the most
prominent factor influencing the structural and formal transformations that the Islamic
Bloc underwent throughout its successive stages-stages which some scholars have
divided into three distinct periods before the outbreak of the Second Palestinian Intifada
(Ghayatha, 2000). Two additional stages emerged after 2007 due to changes in the
dominant political, union, and social priorities that characterized each phase.

2. Forming an Identity and Fighting for Recognition (1979-1986)

The early 1980s were considered the starting point for the IB at the different Palestinian
universities existing at that time. Many researchers have agreed that the IB was one of
the first student movements to be established in the country, and that its launch
coincided with the opening of various universities (Ghayatha; Paz, 2000; Zelkovitz,
2015). Each Islamic bloc had its origin due to different factors such as the nature of the
competing student blocs, geographical location, and relations to university
management.

In 1980, the IB decided to run in the student council elections under the name Student
Action Bloc. But the elections did not take place, as the university was closed for two
months, until 1980. The Action Bloc stood against the Unity Bloc, which consisted of all
blocs supporting the PLO, gaining 43% of the votes (Ghayatha, 2000). One year later, in
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1981, the IB ran in the elections under the name Islamic Bloc for the first time and gained
34% of the students’ votes. The IB described the tension between the IB and the PLO
student bodies in one of its archive papers, which was written around 1984, in the
following way:

The contempt for IB reached such an extent that one of the leftist leaders of the student
movement declared that the shoes of the Campos movement members are to be
considered a source of honor for the Muslim Brotherhood leaders at Birzeit University.
In addition to that, some of the leftist leaders accused members of the IB of being not
just an ally of Israel, but members of the Mossad as well.

These documents present the events from the perspective of the Islamic Bloc, but they
fail to acknowledge a crucial aspect of that historical period in the Palestinian struggle-
the Israeli army's invasion of Beirut and the pivotal battles fought by the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) and its student factions abroad, notably the “Student
Brigade.” What is missing from the documents is the absence of the Islamic forces during
this time, as they had not yet embraced armed struggle as a means of liberation.

In Nablus, the IB ran in the student council elections in 1979-1980 as the Independent
Bloc and achieved victory by obtaining ten seats out of eleven in the first student council.
The council was headed by Khaled Shebaro, a student in the faculty of Physics. The
following year, in 1981, the PLO groups united to form a single bloc and won the
elections by winning six seats out of eleven, while the IB got five. In 1982, however, the
IB won all the 11 seats again, under the leadership of Nasir al-Deen al-Sha‘er (Rekhess,
2021).

At that time there were three groups competing for seats on the council: the IB, the
National Student Movement Bloc (Fatah), and the Student National Unity Bloc (leftist).
Shortly afterwards, however, university administration suspended the council’s activities
because of the riots which put an end to studying at the university for a long time
(Nelson, 2016). These events helped the student national unity bloc to win the elections
of the subsequent year 1983, but the IB returned to lead the council again in the
following year 1984. This continued until the outbreak of the First Intifada. Since then,
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till the second Intifada, the IB has remained in control of the student councils at al-Najah
University, except for some rare occurrences (Ghayatha, 2000).!

In Hebron, there was competition in 1980 between the Sharia Faculty and the new faculty
of arts, since most of the Sharia students were close to the Islamic trend, while a lot of
the art faculty students were close to the PLO. The Islamic students at that time felt that
this new situation required the establishment of an Islamic bloc at the university, which
they did. the IB won the student council, leading with a team consisting of members from
both faculties, including two women. Kamal El-Khatib, who later became the deputy head
of the Islamic movement in historical Palestine, was one of the council members. From
that time on, there was competition between the Islamic trend and the PLO faction (R.
Aqil, personal communication, July 19, 2011).

The presidency of the IB and its student councils were occupied successively by a group
of representatives who have become prominent, such as Nizar Ramadan, who was a
member of the second legislative council, and Saleh El-Aruri, who was arrested on
charges of establishing a base for Al-Qassam Brigades in Hebron and sentenced to 15
years in prison2, with the constraint to be exiled to Turkey after being released, then
became Hamas leader and was assassinated after Tufan Al-Aqgsa (Hussein, 2021).

In Jerusalem, the Islamic bloc was established at Al-Quds University in the year of its
foundation, i.e., in 1982. It began as the faculty of science and technology and the faculty
of da’wa and the fundamentals of Islam. Then, in 1982, the faculty of arts for girls in
Jerusalem joined it. The bloc at Al-Quds University was established in 1984 by Salah
Darwazeh, the head of the IB at the university, who was a biology student and graduated
in 1986. He was succeeded by Adel Awadallah, who studied mathematics at the faculty
of science and technology, and Mohieddin Sherif, an electrical engineering student.3

Many petitions and protests of the student body, all led by the IB, demanded the right to
establish a student council. permission was given for the establishment of student clubs.

1 For more information on the results of the student council elections at An-Najah University, see appendix
no. 3, which shows the results of the student council elections at different Palestinian universities from 1980
until 2016.

2 The forum of the Islamic bloc site at Al-Quds University,

http://96.30.44.150/vb/showthread.php?t=11971, visited on 6/26/2011.

3 Salah Darwazeh was later sent to Marj al-Zuhhur, after which he became a well-known Hamas commander.
He was assassinated in 2001. As for Awadallah and Mohieddin Sherif, they were both assassinated in 1998.
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Six elections took place, four out of which were won by the IB, and two out of which were
won by the PLO alliance. The Bloc has participated in all elections for the student council
since 1984 (B. Mhammad, personal communication, July 20, 2011).

In Gaza, the first student council was set up in conjunction with the establishment of the
Islamic University, which was represented by the faculty of theology and Arabic language
in 1979. A year later, the first student elections were held, and candidates from the
Islamic movement won all the seats. The following year, three faculties were added to
the university, and the work of the committees began in the student council, which was
at that time considered to be under the leadership of the IB (A. Yahya, personal
communication, August 12, 2011). In 1981, the IB ran in the elections against the
candidates of the Popular Front and the Islamic Jihad movement. The IB won all the seats
on the council. In 1982, the Islamists ran in the elections under the name of “the Unified
Student Action™. A year later, in agreement with the leaders of the IB in the West Bank,
the name was changed to IB (ibid). Since then, the IB has run the student councils at the
Islamic University. During that period, there were significant political events, and the
differences in political and social views became greater, which led to a violent conflict
that included physical violence. This conflict reached its peak with the assassination of
Dr. Ismail El-Khatib, a lecturer at the Islamic University and an affiliate of the Islamic
trend, and members of Fatah were accused of assassinating him (Buck, 2013).

It was not the goal of the IB in the early stages, as its leaders say, to resist occupation,
because “it was an emerging bloc which wanted to confirm its existence and establish
its identity in the face of competition with other emerging groups. The most important
priority for the IB at that stage was the creation of an intellectual, cultural, and
educational environment, through which they could establish a group of new Muslim
leaders and intellectuals, which in turn would take the lead in “reviving the spirit of Islam”
in the community” (Paz, 2000). This would be done, as IB leaders argued, by promoting
its Islamic culture, for example via newsletters, magazines, daily lessons, religious
lectures and the system of ‘Usra (family). They passed on tapes and used the Islamic
anthem, as well as seclusion and fasting, organizing book fairs, public festivals, and
plays; they also provided help for volunteer work; raised funds for the construction and
restoration of mosques, organized preaching and leisure trips, and secured separate
accommodation for male and female students (Bajes, 2012).

4 At the top of the list were Khaled El-Hindy, Yahya Sinwar, Yahya Alebadisah, Ibrahim Jaber, Diaa El-Soussi,
Ziad Abu-Zeid, Hassan AlMakadmeh, Kamal Abu Jalal, and Shehadeh Al-Swairki.
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At the beginning of the 1980s, there were some conflicts between the IB members and
other student movements at that time. These conflicts were the norm in the period
during which IB was growing and developing its identity. IB was "fighting" to be
recognized as a national power beside the four existing national powers (Fatah, leftists:
PFLP and DFLP, and communists). IB adherents did not shy away from violence in their
attempts to dominate the Palestinian campuses, as Zelkovitz argues, and they did not
fear a clash with the nationalists (Zelkovitz, 2015). As for the IB leaders, it was a matter
of identity-proving:

IB was a “castaway entity” by the leftists and seculars. The clashes between IB adherents
and nationalists have proved the existence of this new entity. Nationalists have reached
the fact that there is a new student movement with a new identity and new discourse. It
is the IB identity battle at the university (A. lyad, personal communication, Dec 5, 2011)

Before the first Palestinian Intifada, the best way for any Palestinian organization to gain
legitimacy in the eyes of the Palestinians was by participating in the national struggle
(Bajes, 2012). It was difficult for a “foreign body” that did not contribute to the resistance
activities to compete with the PLO and its supporting student wings. Even though IB has
gained more than the third of the students votes in the student council elections in
between 1980-1986 in Birzeit University, al-Najah University, Hebron University, and of
course the Islamic University, the IB failed to gain the legitimacy and recognition from
the national parties, until the policy of the IB towards the Israeli occupation changed; at
the end of 1986, it gave permission for all IB members to participate in the most violent
and the bloodiest demonstrations, in which 70 students were wounded, and two were
killed, namely Jawad Abu Salmia and Saeb Dahab. After that incident, the IB issued a
central statement in every city in the West Bank, mourning the deaths of the two
students, and adopted the armed resistance policy against the occupation. Thus, there
were demonstrations at al-Najah, Hebron, Jerusalem, and the Islamic Universities. After
this broad and active participation, the IB gained a tacit legitimacy to carry out its
activities at the universities, and for the first time organized an official ceremony at the
University of Birzeit without any trouble (H. Majid, personal communication, Feb 13,
2011). A summarized result of the IB elections can be seen in Table 1 below.
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Table 1. Summary of Key Electoral Statistics and Outcomes Related to the Islamic Bloc
at Palestinian Universities

IB Vote Share
University Year(s) Election Name / OQutcome / Notes
Seats Won
Birzeit Ran as "Student Action Elections delayed due to
= 1980 . " 43%
University Bloc" vs. "Unity Bloc 2-month closure
First time using the
1981 Ran as "Islamic Bloc" 34% . ) . 9
Islamic Bloc" name
Did not gain full
1980-1986 | Multiple elections >33% in each i 9 .
legitimacy until 1986
Al-Najah IB-led first student
. J . 1979-1980 | Ran as "Independent Bloc" | 10 out of 11 seats .
University council
PLO: 6 seats, IB: 5
1981 PLO groups united
seats
IB led by Nasir al-Deen al-
1982 . y 11 out of 11 seats
Sha‘er
National Unity Bloc | Council activities
1983 Post-riot elections . y .
victory suspended previously
1984 IB resumed Continued dominance
onward leadership until Second Intifada
Hebron Included members from
) . 1980 Student council election IB-led council Sharia and Arts faculties,
University .
incl. 2 women
Al-Quds 1982 IB formed in science & Joined by faculty of arts
University da’wa faculties for girls later
1984- Participated in all student | IB: 4 wins, PLO: 2 Salah Darwazeh was first
1990s council elections wins IB head
Islamic R ted theol &
epresente eolo
University 1979 First council formed IB won all seats P ) ) v
Arabic faculties
(Gaza)
Contested against Popular
1981 g. . P IB won all seats
Front & Islamic Jihad
1982 Ran as “Unified Student Name changed to IB
Action” later
Conflict peaked with
1980s Elections continued 65-75% vote share | assassination of Dr.
Ismail El-Khatib
Bethlehem . Won presidency of | Stood independently
. . 1985 First IB presence ) .
University sports club without alliance
All West Bank
. L 1985-1986 | Aggregated results IB: ~40% vote share
Universities

The IB increasingly became an important entity at the Palestinian universities in the West

Bank and Gaza, and even at Bethlehem University, where it presented itself for the first

time in the 1985 student council elections, managing to win the presidency of the sports
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club (Bajes, 2012). It is significant that the IB did not resort to an alliance with any other
bloc, preferring to stand alone and develop its own identity, even as a new organization
on the campus. At this stage, it won 40% of the votes at universities in the West Bank
and 65-75% at the Islamic University in Gaza (Gunning, 2007). The statistics of the
electoral perforamance can be seen in Table 2 below.

Table 2. Islamic Bloc Electoral Performance at Selected
West Bank Universities (2012-2021)

University 2012 2013 2014 2015-2020 (avg)** 2021
Hebron University - 44% 47% 46% -
Polytechnic Uni it
olytechnic University ~ 42% 45% 43% ~
(Hebron)
Birzeit University - 37% 39% 40% 49%
An-Najah Universit N/A Postponed 36% avg (2016- Won

/ Y P 2020)*

B tt (FYM

Khaduri University - N/A oyeott ( ~30% est. N/A

default win)

The lIslamic Bloc, regained prominence in West Bank universities after a five-year
suspension. Between 2013 and 2014, the group gained significant traction at Hebron
(47%), Polytechnic (45%), and Birzeit (39%) as shown in figure 2. Despite political and
security pressure, the group managed to mobilize significant student support. The rise
in vote share at Birzeit from 37% in 2013 to 49% in 2021 demonstrates the Bloc's
continued relevance, especially as student councils became a political platform.

Figure 2. Islamic Bloc Electoral Performance Graph
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3. Between Recognition and Competition (1986-1996)

There were many external factors that played a strong role in the weakening of the
student movement in general, causing it to return to the state in which it had been in its
beginning, due to the closing of the Palestinian universities by an Israeli army, as Israel
realized the role of students in the increasing resistance movement, which became
known as the Intifada (Abu-Amer, 2004; Zelkovitz, 2015).

The murder of the two students from Birzeit University, Jawad Abu Salmia and Saeb
Dahab, as well as others from the student movement at the end of 1986, was considered
an important cause of the outbreak of the uprising and the prominent involvement of
the IB in it. It also had a profound impact on the implicit recognition of the legitimacy of
the IB. Until that time, the term “the four national blocs” (Fatah, PFLP, DFLP, and
Communists) had prevailed throughout the Palestinian universities, meaning the blocs
belonging to the PLO, but after the IB’s engagement in the confrontations with the Israeli
army, the term “the five national blocs” appeared (H. Majid, personal communication,
Feb 13, 2011). Marwan Barghouti, president of the student council at Birzeit University
that year, was the first to use the term, the day after the demonstration. That day marked
a new stage in the history of the IB, which was initially characterized as an attempt by
the PLO factions to control the IB. However, these attempts soon failed (ibid).

The IB played an active role in leading the masses in the West Bank and Gaza, as it asked
the Palestinians in many statements and at various destinations to participate in public
protests, particularly those from the universities of al-Najah, Hebron, and the Islamic
University. However, the IB at the Islamic University was the main power behind the
demonstrations in the Gaza Strip, organizing various events during the Intifada. This
effective leadership of demonstrations led to the closure of the university, as it had
happened with the other Palestinian universities (Abu-Amer, 2004).

At the beginning of the Intifada, the Islamic resistance movement Hamas emerged, and
the IB officially declared its adoption of Hamas’s approach, despite its previous
connection to the Muslim Brotherhood. In fact, the IB and Hamas, at that time, were really
the same organization, as members of the IB were the leaders of Hamas in the cities and
villages>. They were the ones who planned some events of the Intifada and who

5 Some examples of the IB members who were, at the same time, leaders of Hamas in their cities and
villages: Husam Badran, Jamal Mansour, and Ismail Abu Shanab from An-Najah University, and Yehia
Alebadsah, Ismail Haniyah from the Islamic University, as well as Salah Darwaza, Adel Awadallah, Mohieddin
Sherif from Al-Quds University, Yahya Ayyash, Saleh Eltalahma from Birzeit, Saleh El Aruri, Nizar Ramadan
and Nour EI-Din Sherida from Hebron University.
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published pamphlets and gathered the marchers for demonstrations (A. Muhsin,
personal communication, Dec 6, 2011). They were also the ones who led the military
action, which began to take shape in the simplest form of throwing stones, continuing
with the use of Molotov cocktails, followed by preparation for suicide bombing
operations, which mainly depended on members of the IB. These members were also at
the core of the events and activities announced by Hamas during the Intifada. One Hamas
leader, who was a student activist at that time, said: “When there was a strike from
Hamas, the ‘Ashbal’ Cubs® and the student members were the ones who distributed the
leaflets and who broke Israeli settlers’ cars” (A. Muhsin, personal communication, Dec 6,
2011).

The Israeli army closed the universities for more than four years, resulting in irregular
student attendance at universities and colleges, as the students were busy with public
work. At the same time, the role of the student union decreased, even after the reopening
of Palestinian universities after the extended break (Abu-Amer, 2004).

No sooner had the academic year 1990 at Palestinian universities begun than the Israeli
group Temple Mount and Eretz Yisrael (Land of Israel) Faithful Movement? released a
statement, in which it announced its intention to conduct a march to Al-Agsa Mosque,
and to lay the foundation stone for building the Third Temple there. The students at Al-
Quds University in Abu Dis received this news quickly, and the next day, the IB began to
gather students by calling out through loudspeakers, and dozens of buses moved
towards Al-Agsa Mosque to demonstrate against them. The presence of large numbers
of students inside the mosque did not prevent the Israeli soldiers from carrying out a
massacre that day, which was later called the Al-Agsa Massacre or Black Monday,
resulting in 17 Martyrs, 150 wounded, and 270 arrested (Human Rights Watch, 1991).

In 1992, 418 leaders of the Palestinian Islamic movement from Hamas and Al-Jihad were
deported to Marj al-Zuhur in Southern Lebanon; most of them had previously been
leaders of the student movement, like Jamal Mansour, Jamal Salim, Salah Darwaza, Ismail

6 ‘Cubs’ is a term given to students in middle school and secondary schools who are involved in the thought
of the Islamic movement to demonstrate that they are still in the process of preparation and training for the
future (Abu A., personal communication, 2011).

7 The Temple Guardians group, or Temple Mount and Eretz Yisrael Faithful Movement, is an orthodox Jewish
movement; its headquarters are in Jerusalem and its goal is to “[I]liberate the Temple Mount from Arab (Islamic)
occupation...and the Dome of the rock and Al-Agsa Mosque to be transferred to, and rebuilt at Mecca.” The
founder of the movement is Gershon Salmon, who is an officer in the Israeli army (the official website of the
Temple Mount Movement: http://templemountfaithful.org/).
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Haniyeh, and Ayman Taha. Prominent preachers, who were highly respected and popular
among Islamic student movement members, were also deported. Among them were, for
example, Sheik Bassam Jarrar, Ibrahim Abu Salem, Hasan Yousef, Nayef Al-Rajoub, and
Hamed Bitawi. Also, 20 academic Islamists, such as Aziz Dweik, Mahmoud El-Zahar,
Abdel Aziz El-Rantisi, and Atef Adwan, and more than 200 university students from the
IB were deported. Despite its huge loss, the IB took advantage of this opportunity to
highlight the issue of Palestinian deportees at universities. It organized festivals, at
which the deportees’ wives and daughters talked about their suffering. In addition, the
IB distributed brochures condemning the deportation campaigns carried out by the
Israeli authorities.

By the end of 1992, Hamas began to be a threat to the power of Fatah in all the regions,
due to winning a series of student elections at prominent and central universities,
including the strongholds of the Shabiba (Gunning, 2007) in al-Najah University, Hebron
University, Islamic University, Polytechnic, and al-Quds University in Abu Dis. In the same
year, i.e., in 1992, there were 12 professional, union, and student elections in different
parts of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. While the voter turnout exceeded 85% in most
cases, the ratios achieved by Hamas and its student wing IB ranged from 45% to 50%,
which was the same percentage that Hamas was hoping to gain in the Palestinian
National Council (Zuhur, 2008).

In 1993, when the Oslo Accords had barely come into existence, the IB strengthened its
status through its protest action, and even made alliances with other student blocs.
These alliances were characterized by their emphasis on politics rather than ideology,
such as the alliance between the IB at Birzeit University and al-Qutub (DPSP) in 1993,
and at Al-Quds University in the same period. It also made an alliance with the leftists
at An-Najah National University in 1995 and at Al-Quds Open University in Gaza as well,
because of their common rejection of the Oslo Accords. The result at Birzeit that year
(1993) was not the only indicator of the strength of the opposition to these agreements:
at the same time, eight student union elections took place and seven of them were won
by the opposition, especially by the IB (Shalhub, 1994).

This period was characterized by giving priority to political discourse in union activities,
in contrast to the previous stage, in which the IB concentrated on preaching and student
activities. This shows that the Oslo Accords were conceived of as being
highlycontroversial. With the birth of the Palestinian National Authority in 1991, the
number of universities and institutes in the West Bank and Gaza Strip had increased,
entailing an increase in competition between student blocs, especially between the IB
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and the Shabiba. Al-Azhar University was established in Gaza in 1991, and Al-Quds
Open University, with its branches, was established in the West Bank and in Gaza in 1991
as well.

In 1994, the Ibrahimi Mosque massacre - also known as the Hebron massacre - took
place. More than thirty Palestinian worshipers who were praying Fajr at the mosque were
killed by the Israeli Baruch Goldstein in this massacre (Wiles, 2014). After this incident,
the reprisals began, led by Yahya Ayyash (known as Al-Muhandis: the engineer), a
previous student and IB leader from Birzeit University, who would become among the
most celebrated individuals on the Palestinian street (Zelkovitz, 2015), for being
responsible for planning a lot of suicide attacks against Israel. Ayyash called these
reprisals operations the ‘quintuple plan’.8 He established a group of military cells,
including the “chosen union cell number zero,” whose five members were former
students at the Palestinian universities?, who the Israelis later assassinated.

In 1996, Israeli authorities issued a law that criminalized working with the IB and
declared all members of the IB terrorists, who were supposed to be imprisoned for two
years. This was based on a report from 32 pages by an Israeli expert, which was
submitted to one of the Israeli courts when she was asked to testify against the IB. The
report was translated to Arabic by one of the members of IB and was put in the archive
of the IB in Birzeit. It stated that the IB was the representative of Hamas at higher
educational institutions, that its student activists were ready to do anything on behalf of
the movement, and that they would eventually become Hamas leaders after graduation
or even before (Islamic Bloc in Birzeit 1996).

4. Who Leads Resistance, Leads Students (1996-2007)

In 1996, Israeli army assassinated Yahya Ayyash. His assassination raised the popularity
of the IB at Birzeit University, as he was the responsible for suicide attacks against Israel.
Since then, Birzeit has joined the ranks of those universities whose student council
elections were won by the IB. After the reprisals which were launched by al-Qassam
Brigades (Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, EQB: the military wing of Hamas) in response
to the assassination of Ayyash, a new stage began with respect to the relationship

8 The quintuple plan was drawn up by the al-Qassam Brigades to lead a reprisal in response to the Ibrahimi
Mosque massacre in 1994, consisting of five suicide bombing operations carried out by Raed Zakarneh,
Ammar Amarneh, Salah Shaker, Saleh Sawy, and Labib Azem, which aimed at the heart of Israel.

9 Abdel Moneim Abu Hamid, a student from Birzeit University, Zuhair Farrah, a member of the student council
at Al-Quds University in Abu Dis, Islam Abu Rumeileh, a graduate of Birzeit University, College of Arts, Abdul
Rahman Hamdan, a student in the faculty of theology at the Islamic University, and Ali Al-Amoudi.
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between Hamas and the Palestinian National Authority, the latter of which initiated a
massive arrest campaign against members of the IB.

This period was characterized by tense relations between the Palestinian Authority and
the 1B, many of whose members were arrested in 1996 by the Palestinian security
services. These arrests continued until the beginning of the Second Intifada, which
coincided with, and was followed by, a campaign of arrests initiated by the Israelis for
many male students and some female students as well, who belonged to the IB. The IB
and PFLP detainees declared a hunger strike in the Palestinian Authority prisons in 1996,
and remained on such a strike until their release (Bajes, 2012). The most prominent
detainees of these campaigns were the chairmen of the student councils from various
Palestinian universities and institutes.’® However, the IB also accused the Palestinian
security services of assassinating a group of its leaders, including Mohieddin Sharif -
the most prominent leader after Yahya Ayyash -, who was an IB leader at Al-Quds
University in Abu Dis, and the commander of al-Qassam Brigades after the assassination
of Ayyash. Hamas also accused the Palestinian Authority of torturing some IB members
to make them confess to crimes they did not commit, including the assassination of
Mohieddin, and of illegitimately throwing them in prison for years.!! It also accused the
Palestinian security services of handing over Birzeit University’s IB leaders'2 to the Israeli

10 The most prominent of them all were Mohammed Naji Sabha, the chief deputy of the students council at
An-Najah University in 1995, the president of the council in 1997, one of the founders of the union of student
council chiefs in Palestine, and its first president. He was arrested eight times by the Palestinian security
services, the first time on 20 April 1996, followed by his arrest by the occupation authorities, after which he
was sentenced to 15 years in prison on charges of belonging to the Qassam Brigades, and for planning a
number of military operations. There is also Qais Odwan, the president of the student council in 1999, who
was detained by the Palestinian security services in the same period, one of the most wanted by the Israeli
government until he was assassinated in 2002 as a leader of the Qassam Brigades in Nablus. There is also
Saleh Talahma from Birzeit University, one of the closest friends of Yahya Ayyash. He was detained by the
Palestinian security services from mid-1996 until the beginning of 2000. He was assassinated by Israeli army
in Ramallah with two leaders from al-Qassam in 2003. Mohammed Abu Warda, the chairman of student council
at the Institute of Ramallah in 1997, who was sentenced by a Palestinian Authority court to life imprisonment.
He spent six years in prison, was released after a presidential decree because of the attack by Israeli army on
the Palestinian cities. After that, the Israelies arrested him in 2002 and gave him 48 life sentences on charges
of leading "the sacred reprisals” in response to the assasination of Yahya Ayyash. There is also Nash’at El-
Karmi, the chief of the student council at the Polytechnic University in 1998, who was assassinated by Israeli
army in 2010.

11 For example, Imad Awadallah and Ghassan Aladasi.

12 Including Bilal EI-Barghouti, a leader of al-Qassam Brigades in the West Bank (16 life sentences) and Walid
Anjas, a member of the "Silwan cell," which was formed in response to the assassination of Salah Shehadeh,
the founder of al-Qassam Brigades (36 life sentences), and Ahmad Abu Taha (a 25-year sentence).Please write
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army during the storming of the Preventive Security headquarters in Beitunia in 2002
(Zahda, 2024).

By the end of 2000, elections at the Palestinian universities were halted by the Palestinian
Authority, justifying it with the lack of suitable conditions, because of the outbreak of
the second Palestinian uprising. Four years later, in 2003, elections were reinstated at
universities. The IB again won the student council presidency at most Palestinian
universities and institutes.!3

The IB participated in the second Intifada, like all other student bodies, supporting the
suicide bombing operations. A study shows that the number of suicide bombers from
Hamas between September 28th, 2000, and November 20th, 2008, has reached 72,
including 3 women (Singh, 2008). While in the Islamic Jihad, suicide bombers have
reached 48, including 4 women. Fatah has adopted 42 suicide bombers, including 7
women, and the PLFP has adopted 10 (ibid). A high proportion of suicide bombers were
university students from within its ranks. At al-Najah National University, there were 14
suicide bombers who were members of the IB, in addition to 21 others who were killed
because of armed clashes or assassinations carried out by the Israeli army (Islamic Bloc
in al-Najah 2012). At Birzeit University, Khalil Sharif, who was one of the leaders of the
“Martyrs for prisoners” cell,’4 was killed in a suicide bombing operation in 1998, and two
other students, Diaa EI-Taweel and Ilhab Abu Salim,'5S A statement of prisoners of Birzeit
University who are in the prisons of authority to the university students, Birzeit University
Archive, carried out suicide bombing operations in 2001 and 2003. The IB at Hebron
University had its share of suicide bombers, too - ten of them to be exact, in addition to
other kinds of military action.’6

The IB electoral propaganda at all universities and institutes promoted suicide
operations, and it began to define itself in its election campaigns through the number

in complete sentences and exlain these cells nnd their activities in the text in ordert o inform the reader about
the activitis of the IB! Irving, S. (2011). Palestine. Bradt Travel Guides.

13 See appendix no.3, which shows the results of the student council elections at Palestinian universities until
2016.

14 "Martyrs for prisoners" is a military cell which was founded by a group of Palestinian fighters from al-Qassam
Brigades. Its goal is to liberate the Palestinian prisoners who were serving long sentences in Israeli jails. This
cell includes Mahmoud Abu Honoud, Ammar El-Zibn, Khalil Sharif, and others (Bilal 2009).

15 Raed Misk was one of them, along with two members of the student council, namely Nabil Khater and
Taha Ezzat; and there is also Mahmoud Al-Qawasma from the Polytechnic University.

16 Raed Misk was one of them, along with two members of the student council, namely Nabil Khater and Taha
Ezzat; and there is also Mahmoud Al-Qawasma from the Polytechnic University.
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of “martyrs and prisoners” members of IB, as well as the number of Israelis who were
killed in these operations.

The IB at each university had several “Mujahidin,” as a high percentage of the prisoners
serving long sentences belonged to the student movement; the number of IB prisoners
from al-Najah University serving life sentences amounted to as many as 13. At Birzeit
University there were eight, including the head of the student council of 1999, Mahmoud
Shuraitah, and a girl, Ahlam Al-Tamimi, who received the highest sentence that a woman
had ever received in the history of the Palestinian cause, namely 16 life sentences. From
the Polytechnic University, two students were sentenced to life imprisonment: Mounir
Mar’i, who received five life sentences, and Fady El-Dowik, who received 15.

The commencement of village councils and municipal elections in 2005, and the victory
of the Change and Reform Bloc, which is considered to be the representative bloc of
Hamas in the local and legislative elections, which controlled the majority of these
councils, as well as of the legislative council elections in 2006, which Change and Reform
bloc also won gave the IB a clue about election results in this period, which the students
called the “green tsunami” stage, clearly hinting at the control of the IB at various
universities and institutes for the student councils elections.

5. Palestinian Split Led to Compulsory Prohibition (2007-2012)

On 14 June 2007, the Qassam Brigades took control of the head offices of the Palestinian
security bodies in Gaza, after fatal events and a lack of security in the Gaza Strip that
had lasted for many weeks. Hamas now had full control over the Gaza Strip, and elections
at universities were prohibited for security reasons. Such a change also had an impact
on the West Bank, where public freedom was greatly limited, something that had never
occurred before, especially not among Hamas supporters and the IB supporters at West
Bank universities. IB activities were banned at West Bank universities, either by order of
the Palestinian security bodies or by decisions of the councils of Hebron and Bethlehem
Universities, or even by the FYM (Barakat, 2008).

The Palestinian security bodies embarked on a vast campaign of arrests targeting IB
leaders from all universities, as well as student council members representing the IBC
(Bajes, 2012). The number of Hamas detainees in 2007, as stated by the Hamas media
office in an official, detailed bulletin, was 1,460, and increased to 2,046 in 2008. In
2009, the number further increased to 2,229, and in 2010, the peak of political arrests
was reached, as the number of detainees climbed to 3,020 (Hamoud, 2023). In 2011,
there were 1,011 detainees, and in 2012, the figure further decreased to 830 (Joronen &
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Griffiths, 2022). Several IB leaders in the West Bank were shot in the stomach and legs,
such as Muhammad Quzmar, a student from Birzeit University, or in the head, like
Muhammad Radad, who was shot directly on the head on al-Najah National University
Campus.

In 2008, the Palestinian security services worked hard to destroy the IB organizational
structure at West Bank universities by embarking on a campaign of arrests against Hamas
leaders among both the student movement and the political organization (Bajes, 2012).
Furthermore, funds, which Hamas distributed to the students as scholarships or means
of assisting IB activities at universities, were confiscated (Huda, 2024).

As a reaction to the unprecedented measures against the IB, the arrest of its cadres, and
the banning of its activities, the IB suspended its participation in student elections from
2008 to 2012 to the extent that it nearly disappeared from the scene and organized no
activities - they did not even issue circulars, organize panels, or hang up posters.

On the internal Palestinian level, this period was characterized by the reticence of the IB
at the different universities in the West Bank and the unprecedented secrecy of student
activities. It also witnessed an increase in the gap between the supporters of the
conflicting parties (IB the student wing of Hamas and Shabiba the student wing of Fatah),
which had a negative impact on the general university atmosphere and led the
universities to impose rigid laws governing many prohibited activities on campuses, such
as political festivals and distribution of publications (Bajes, 2012). Table 3 and Figure 3
show the number and trends of Hamas detainees during the period from 2007-2012.

Table 3. Fluctuations in the Number of Hamas Detainees During the
Period from 2007 to 2012

Year Number of Detainees
2007 1,460

2008 2,046

2009 2,229

2010 3,020

2011 1,011

2012 830
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Figure 3. Trend Shown of IB Detainees in the West Bank

The rapid rise of detainees between 2007 and 2010 demonstrates the ferocity of the
crackdown on the IB’s organization foundation, which peaked in 2010. A partial relief is
evident in the resulting decline, which may have been brought on by both internal and
foreign political factors. The table shows the number of arrests as well as the increase
and decrease of political detainees throughout this time period.

6. Launching Rockets Leads to Relaunching the Student Movement
(2012-2021)

From 2008 until 2012, there were very few attempts from IB members to change the IB
domestic situation within universities or violate the prohibition of its activities until IB
student members started a campaign of sit-ins and protests against the political arrests
by the Palestinian Authority at universities. This stage featured hunger strikes, the
issuing of demands, the most prominent of which was to decriminalize the IB’s activities
and to end the harassment of its members by the Palestinian security forces under the
slogan “Yes for Safe University Life”.

The IB at West Bank universities started to resume its activities with statements, circulars,
and panels, as well as festivals, art, and charity exhibitions and events, until it became
active again at most of the universities except for a very limited number of colleges and
universities such as Al-Najah and Khaduri.

By the end of 2012, the IB had resumed its participation in student elections at all West
Bank universities; the results were satisfactory, and even exceeded expectations in some
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cases. The IB used the events of Hamas’ 25t anniversary, which was greatly organized
by IB supporters, as an exemplification of its power. This took place at both Birzeit
University, through the participation of the Hamas senior official, Gamal Al Taweel, and
Polytechnic University in Hebron, through the participation of the Hamas senior officials,
including Abdel Khalek Al Natsha, the legislative council member from Hebron, as well
as Samira Al Halyaka and Abdel Aziz Doweik, legislative council members of Hamas.
These activities enabled the IB’s participation in the students’ elections in 2013 and
revived its involvement at the large universities in the West Bank, like al-Najah National
University, after the Palestinian split (Bajes, 2012).

Hamas considered the revival of its involvement at the large universities in the West Bank
to be significant in the Palestinian arena at a time when there were no union, labor,
municipal, legislative, or other elections. As a result, Hamas, as they have argued, should
not be excluded from any political decisions (Bajes, 2012).

In 2013, because of the general political situation following the prisoner exchange
agreement that was made between Hamas and Israel, the eight-day war in Gaza, and the
bombing of Tel Aviv by one of the IB members from Birzeit University, namely Ahmad
Musa, Hamas saw a new political opportunity to prove itself. In addition, strenuous
efforts were made by students and unions in the form of successive sit-ins and hunger
strikes launched by the IB at the universities of Birzeit, Hebron, and Khaduri, in rejection
of the principle of political arrests. All these factors made it possible for IB to take part
in the elections that year (Bajes, 2012).

In April and May 2014, the student elections were held at West Bank universities, and
the IB increased its share of the vote. It won 47% of the seats at Hebron University, 45%
at Polytechnic University, and 39% at Birzeit University. At al-Najah University, the
elections were postponed until the first semester of the following year. Except for the
FYM, all the student blocs boycotted Khaduri University elections, so the Shabiba won by
default.

In 2021, IB won 25 seats on the 51-seat Birzeit University student council. The IB had
also won similar elections that took place at An-Najah National University in Nablus.!?

17 See https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230524-palestinian-student-elections-provide-rare-test-of-
voter-mood/
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7. Discussion

According to the history of the Palestinian student movement and its effectiveness in
Palestinian resistance since its inception, researchers and analysts had anticipated a
significant role for the student movement-particularly the Islamic Bloc-in supporting the
Palestinian resistance during the Al-Agsa Intifada operation (Uddin, 2022). However, the
role fell short of expectations. This underperformance is not only in comparison to the
historical roles Palestinians have traditionally played but also in contrast to the
impressive mobilization witnessed during the “Saif Al-Quds: Sword of Jerusalem” battle
in 2021, when Palestinians across the board united behind the resistance against the
aggression of the occupation (Glover, 2023).

This discrepancy prompts questions about whether the divergence in performance stems
from subjective or objective reasons. It also invites a rapid analysis of the relationship
between the student movement and Palestinian factions, especially those involved in the
Al-Aqgsa Flood battle-whether supportive, neutral, or even opposed to the strategy of
armed resistance (Abukmeil, 2022). The relationship between the student movement
and Palestinian factions has played a crucial role in transforming the student movement
in the West Bank, as previously elaborated (Moghli, 2024). Four stages of this
relationship can be identified following the Nakba of 1948 (Manna, 2022):

1. The creation of the student movement by Palestinian factions, marked by a spirit

of struggle and representation,

2. Integration with Palestinian factions,

3. Subordination to factions, institutions, and their agendas,

4. Separation from parent movements, dismantling, and marginalization of its roles

Today, the student movement-national (e.g., the Fatah-affiliated Student Youth
Movement) and Islamic (e.g., the Islamic Bloc affiliated with Hamas)-has reached the
fourth stage (Bajes, 2012). In the West Bank, most cadres of the Student Youth Movement
have been absorbed into the Palestinian Authority's security apparatus, essentially acting
as informants against their peers in opposing student frameworks. They have also, at
times, repressed student activism under directives from security leadership in the West
Bank, in line with preserving the political settlement project adopted by their parent
movement (Moghli, 2024).

In contrast, in Gaza, most Islamic Bloc cadres were recruited into armed resistance, with
their energies directed toward mobilization in support of the armed struggle. This focus
became highly visible during the latest war. Still, it significantly weakened attention to
unionist and academic engagement, diminishing its importance in Gaza-especially after
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Hamas took control of the Strip and began implementing its vision of armed resistance
as the sole strategic path to end the occupation.

With the onset of the Al-Agsa Intifada, the suspension of in-person university education
in favor of online systems, and the loss of organizational infrastructure, it became
difficult for student movements affiliated with Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and the Popular
Front to rebuild their structures and regain their momentum. Meanwhile, the Fatah-
affiliated Student Youth Movement adhered to the Palestinian Authority’s directive to
keep the West Bank neutral and refrain from organizing solidarity events with Gaza
(Bernstein, 2024).

As a result, nearly a quarter of a million students in Palestinian universities and colleges
were effectively neutralized from participating in support activities for Gaza. Regarding
the role of the Israeli occupation, it implemented the long-standing “mowing the grass”
strategy against the student movement-an old security tactic applied to the broader
Palestinian national movement. It aims to keep the student movement under pressure
and below the threshold of influence by targeting it with systematic security crackdowns
and widespread arrests. This approach aims to prevent students from taking initiative,
instill fear among them, and convince them of the futility of resistance.

Despite all efforts to neutralize the West Bank from resistance and, specifically, university
students and members of the student movement during the period from the May 2021
“Sword of Jerusalem” battle until March 1, 2025, there were more than 4,374 shooting
operations targeting Israeli occupation forces and settlers in the West Bank and
Jerusalem. Additionally, 1,788 explosive devices were thrown or planted on bypass
roads, in alleys, and in locations where Israeli forces were likely to be present. There
were also 80 vehicular attacks and 149 stabbing incidents. Attempts were made to return
to bombing operations using two booby-trapped cars and a bus explosion. Resistance
fighters also succeeded in downing 42 reconnaissance drones and other aircraft used by
the occupation to monitor and record the movement of resistance fighters (Hamdan,
2023).

As for popular resistance activities and protests, they amounted to 34,446 acts during
the same period. These included 25,947 confrontations with Israeli forces, 3,859
repulsions of settler invasions in Palestinian villages and towns, 1,141 Molotov cocktails
thrown at military jeeps or settlement perimeters near Palestinian villages, 2,987
demonstrations held either within Palestinian cities or at military checkpoints, and 165
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nighttime disruption actions. The total toll of these resistance acts was the killing of 119
Israelis and the wounding of 1,694 as shown in table 4 (Hamdan, 2023).

Table 4. Breakdown of Resistance Activities Involving Palestinian Youth and Students

(May 2021-March 2025)

Type of Activity

Number of Incidents

Confrontations with Israeli forces 25,947
Repulsions of settler invasions 3,859
Molotov cocktail attacks 1,141
Demonstrations (in cities or at checkpoints) 2,987
Nighttime disruption actions 165
Killing of Israelis 119
Wounding 1,694
Total incidences 34,446

Although these statistics are known, they cannot be officially attributed to the student
movement or any Palestinian group or faction. The university student is the same young
man involved in daily confrontations, the same masked individual throwing explosives
at night, and the same armed activist in resistance battalions stationed in refugee
camps-especially in northern West Bank areas and Jericho. Thus, these acts of resistance
cannot be formally attributed to the student movement but rather to the Palestinian
youth, who, by nature, are often university students. the intensity of resistance can be

seen in figure 4.

Figure 4. Intensity and Types of Resistance Action by Palestinian Youth and Number of

Incidenses
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During the war period from October 7, 2023, until early March 2025, the Islamic Bloc
estimates that around 400 of its members-both male and female-were arrested,
including 40 female leaders and members of the student council and student conference.
Although there is no precise official statistic for other student detainees unaffiliated with
the Islamic Bloc, the most reliable estimates report that an additional 300 students from
other student groups and independents were arrested in the same period. Furthermore,
20 students from West Bank universities were martyred during resistance operations or
confrontations, including 6 from the Islamic Bloc and its supporters.

In Gaza, the entire higher education infrastructure was destroyed. All universities,
academic staff, and students were indiscriminately targeted, with no distinction between
student movement members and others. Unfortunately, there is no available data on
student movement martyrs in Gaza, and it is nearly impossible to distinguish Islamic
Bloc members directly involved in resistance activities among the dead, wounded,
imprisoned, or those missing under rubble. Most of the armed cadres in Palestinian
resistance groups-starting with Hamas, through Islamic Jihad, and including the Popular
and Democratic Fronts—are young people enrolled in or graduated from universities.
However, their involvement in resistance was not under the banner of the student
movement but rather that of their parent organizations.

The Islamic Bloc participated in numerous protests, marches, and public demonstrations
in the West Bank, organizing dozens of events with student participation-particularly at
Birzeit University, AlI-Quds (also known as Abu Dis), and An-Najah University. The Bloc
also engaged in several strikes, most notably the June 2022 strike at An—-Najah University
following the assault by university security forces on a student sit-in protesting the
dismissal of five Islamic Bloc students. This strike led to the university conceding to
student demands, dismissing the security officers who had attacked them, including the
chief of security-and reinstating the dismissed students.

Another sit-in at An-Najah took place in June 2023 and lasted five days over a union-
related demand. The university complied with rescheduling exams for students who had
missed them. The Islamic Bloc also held a sit-in after university security expelled
students protesting political arrests. That protest lasted 26 days and ended with an
agreement not to target protesting students, to ensure freedom of student union
activities, and to reject political arrests.

In December 2024, the Student Council at An-Najah University organized a sit-in
demanding several measures in response to the conditions of war and genocide,
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including easier installment plans for tuition, reimbursement of insurance and internet
fees, and activation of student health insurance. The sit-in lasted 25 days and ended
with an Israeli raid on the university campus and the arrest of all participating students.
Table 5 shows the summary of arrests and sit-in.

Table 5. Student Movement Activity and Repression (Oct 2023-Mar 2025)

Incidence Reasoning Number of Arrests

Arrests (Islamic Bloc) Total members arrested (male & female) 400

Female leaders/members of student bodies

40
arrested

Estimated students from other movements or
Arrests (Other Groups) . 300
independents

Student Martyrs (West
Bank)

20 total (6 from Islamic

Killed in confrontations or resistance ops
Bloc/supporters)

No confirmed data due to total destruction of

. Unknown
infrastructure

Student Martyrs (Gaza)

Sit-ins / Strikes (West

Bank)

An-Najah University sit-ins (2022, 2023, late 2024)

Multiple (5-day, 26-
day, 25-day)

Birzeit Sit-ins

3 sit-ins to protest political arrests; all ended with

3

mass arrests

At Birzeit University, the Islamic Bloc organized three sit-ins during the same period to
protest political arrests. The Israeli occupation stormed the university each time,
arresting all the participating students, including the student council president and

female council members.

In terms of media suppression, the Islamic Bloc’s social media pages were shut down
dozens of times. Facebook imposed the strictest content censorship, followed by
Instagram, while Telegram was the least restrictive. The Bloc organized dozens of protest
actions on and off campuses, in addition to solidarity human chains, protest marches,
cultural and national seminars, and art exhibitions telling the stories of the Al-Agsa
Flood and the genocide (Bajes, 2012). One notable initiative from the Islamic Bloc and
the student movement was the call to integrate Gaza students into West Bank universities
to continue their higher education after the destruction of Gaza’s universities. This
initiative became a reality after being adopted by the Palestinian Universities Union.

The Islamic Bloc regularly visits the families of detained students to offer moral support,
especially during holidays and public occasions. They offer symbolic gifts and honorary
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plaques, and they also follow up on the academic affairs of imprisoned students by
contacting professors and notifying the relevant university departments, which then
coordinate with public relations offices to assign legal representation and handle the
cases of student detainees when necessary.

8. Conclusion

This study has discovered the progress of the Islamic Bloc (IB) in Palestinian universities,
signifying how its creation, evolution, and movements are intensely knotted with
extensive historical and political fundamental powers in Palestine. Instead of considering
the Islamic student movement as exclusively determined by ideology or responsive to
structural circumstances, this study has demonstrated that its flexibility and evaluation
arise from a planned communication of cultural action and structural prospects. The IB
has directed a complicated terrain of overpowering, rivalry, and gratitude from its
grounds in the late 1970s to its regeneration post-2012. It reformed its particularity and
resistance methods in response to crucial actions such as the First Intifada, the Oslo
Accords, and frequent impacts of captures and dominance. These modifications were
inclined not only by student policies but also by wider political progress within Hamas
and the Palestinian Authority. While the IB was once crucial to mobilising resistance and
shaping political awareness on the ground, its existing impact reveals a wider
modification in the association between Palestinian youth and formal student structures.
The movement is waning in unionist meetings, mainly in Gaza, dissimilarities with its
efforts to restate itself in the West Bank, specifically throughout and after the 2021
Sword of Jerusalem revolution. The corrosion of student movement substructure due to
both internal disintegration and external suppression has derailed the IB’s capability to
function as a unified political force. However, the continuing membership of youth,
including students, in actions of resistance recommends that while the recognised
student movement may have deteriorated, its essence persist through more dispersed
and less established means of political action. The IB’s development thus reveals wider
pressures in Palestinian resistance among organisation and impulsiveness, strict
leadership and grassroots action, political destruction and the continuing will to repel.
This conclusion highlights the necessity for further research into how youth actions
develop under occupation, the latent role of student involvement in postcolonial
hardships, and how political suppression forms new practices of mobilisation.
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Abstract: On October 7, 2023, the military wing of Hamas, the 1zz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades,
launched an unprecedented operation against the Israeli apartheid, codenamed “Al-Aqgsa Flood.”
This operation was not announced through leaks or journalistic scoops but through two
professionally produced videos disseminated by the Brigades' media unit. One featured the now-
martyred General Commander and head of the military wing, Mohammed al-Deif, declaring the
commencement of the operation. The other depicted elite Qassam forces breaching Israeli
settlements near Gaza. An incident that took place for the first time in the history of the struggle
on said day. This paper seeks to analyze the narrative themes depicted by Hamas through their
media on October 7 and in the following period. It investigates the intentions behind these choices
and touches upon their political ramifications. Additionally, the paper assesses the counter-
themes of Western media portrayed through their coverage of the ongoing war. Specifically
exploring if any of it was reactionary to the main themes of Hamas.

Keywords: Hamas, Media Framing, Palestine, Resistance, Western Media Bias

Oz: 7 Ekim 2023 tarihinde, Hamas’in askeri kanadi lzz al-Din el-Kassam Tugaylari, [srail
apartheidine karsi “El-Aksa Sel” kod adli esi benzeri gérilmemis bir operasyon baslatti. Bu
operasyon, sizintilar veya gazetecilik haberciligi yoluyla degil, Tugaylarin kendi medya birimi
tarafindan yayimlanan iki profesyonelce hazirlanmis video ile duyuruldu. Bir videoda, artik sehit
dismtis olan Genel Komutan ve askeri kanat baskani Muhammed el-Deif operasyonun baslangicini
ilan etti. Diger videoda ise elit Kassam giiclerinin Gazze yakinlarindaki Israil yerlesimlerine sizmasi
gosterildi. Bu, miicadele tarihinde ilk kez gerceklesen bir olaydl. Bu makale, Hamas’in 7 Ekim giindii
ve sonrasinda medyasi araciligiyla sundugu anlati temalarini analiz etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu
tercihlerin arkasindaki niyetleri arastirmakta ve politik yansimalarina deginmektedir. Ayrica,
makale, devam eden savasla ilgili Bati medyasinin karsi-temalarini da degerlendirmekte, 6zellikle
Hamas’in ana temalarina karsi tepki niteliginde olup olmadigini incelemektedir.
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1. Introduction

The preeminence of the Palestinian narrative during the Al-Agsa Flood events is hard to
refute. Mass mobilizations, media coverage, and shifts in political discourse all point to
the widespread global solidarity that has been consistently mentioned in journalistic and
diplomatic arenas. According to the Pew Research Center, the American public’s views
of Israel have turned more negative over the past three years. More than half of U.S.
adults (53%) now express an unfavorable opinion of Israel, up from 42% in March 2022-
before October 7, 2023 (Silver, 2025). However, it is difficult to classify an advancement
in the media narrative war as a success when the scenes unfolding in reality remain
brutal and horrifying. It is acknowledged that a significant shortcoming of this paper is
its tendency to become detached from the lived realities on the ground. Despite this, it
appears that this topic has not yet been sufficiently explored from a decolonial
perspective. Dominant media narratives frequently mirror colonial power structures,
molding perceptions of conflicts in the Global South. A decolonial approach explores
which people get heard and which are systematically ignored within these spaces. In this
context, the change in global opinion is not just a response to events, and a shift in it
can help native voices seize control of the narrative that status quo groups have held for
decades. (Said, 1981) For example, this specific change is often dismissed as a mere
coincidence or seen simply as a result of the passage of time. Some even, perhaps
unknowingly, attribute the shift in narrative to the Israeli government itself, arguing that
it came as a reaction to the documented crimes of the Israeli military. While indeed such
crimes have played a role, it remains essential and fair to analyze how the resistance
movement’s media choices have contributed to this shift in public opinion. Furthermore,
this article is, in essence, a study of the power of media, specifically resistance media,
and its significant role in contemporary politics.

2. Methodology

This research paper implements thematic content analysis as its methodology since this
qualitative method assists researchers with identifying and analyzing patterns and
themes in qualitative datasets. Through its systematic yet open nature, thematic content
analysis becomes a method that enables researchers to organize detailed descriptions
of complex datasets, which yield sensitive insights into studied topics. One of its key
benefits derives from its ability to adjust to different research scenarios because
thematic analysis enables the natural identification of themes as data emerges from
sources. The methodology remains open-ended, which makes it optimal for studies
requiring free discovery of different perspectives independent of predetermined
theoretical limitations. The interpretive value of thematic content analysis increases its
usefulness because researchers combine data summaries with interpretive frameworks
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that recognize complex depth in qualitative information. Using thematic content
analysis, researchers eliminate one-dimensional analysis and simplistic interpretations
of data. This methodology is particularly well-suited to the topic at hand, given the
sensitive and layered nature of the Palestinian cause and the complex media narratives
surrounding it. It accepts the complex nature of the issue by investigating multiple
elements that create an extensive and analytically aware understanding. The analysis
benefits from staying grounded in contextual learning and the original lived experiences
showcased in media content. This approach leads to authentic knowledge acquisition
from the available material.

In short, qualitative thematic analysis is used to study Hamas’s approach to media during
the Al-Agsa Flood events. The analysis looks at events from October 7, 2023, to January
15, 2025 (The date of the first ceasefire agreement that Israel later breached), and the
period is divided into five phases to highlight shifts in narrative themes. Each phase is
around 3 months. At each stage, all speeches made by Abu Ubaidah, the spokesperson
of the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, were transcribed and reviewed to find recurring
words and codes that could indicate a broader theme. Two formal written statements
publicly released by Hamas were also analyzed for each phase to understand the
narrative variations between different media forms. A detailed keyword search on Twitter
was conducted using posts from both CNN and BBC to assess international reception.
Representing American and British media perspectives, respectively.

This research aspires to achieve a rich, nuanced, and critically engaged account of the
shifting media narratives surrounding the Palestinian cause, with particular attention to
the contributions and themes of the resistance movement.

3. Literature Review

As mentioned before, this research aims to be a step towards closing the gap in the
literature regarding studying the strategies behind Hamas’s media narrative through a
decolonial lens. It proposes that the dismissal of the effect of these strategies on real-
world political and public opinion shifts should be mediated. Numerous articles have
painted the picture of this research. However, three elements shaped its primary
structure. The first article is “From jihad to resistance: The evolution of Hamas’s
discourse in the mobilization framework”. The main point deducted from this article was
also how the dynamics of Hamas’s discourse are shaped by the environment in which
the movement operates and how Hamas’s master frames are not fixed or unchanging;
instead, they are in a constant process of being reshaped, challenged, replaced, and
redefined (Alsoos, 2021). This helps prove how important and valid it is to study the
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changes happening post-October 7 in Hamas's media brain and not discard the
flexibility shown by the movement. The second article is “Understanding October 7
through Hamas’s adaptability and leadership structure”. While this article does not focus
on the media work of Hamas, it provides excellent insight into the flexibility of the
movement. It can reference the claim that media narrative shifts are an extension of the
political framework changes. In addition, Hamoud has provided content regarding how
the adaptability of Hamas to socio-political changes has not made it identify with the
status quo of mainstream politics (Hamoud, 2024). The third article is “Hamas charter:
Changes and principles”. This paper provided an objective context for the versatility
aspect mentioned above. This is done by analyzing the changes between Hamas's old
and new charters and studying what conditions led to such changes (Adwan, 2019).

Although these articles are not primarily focused on our research question, they
nonetheless offer valuable insights into the underlying predispositions of this study.
They also help validate several key issues under examination, while contributing
essential objective knowledge needed to complete the research.

4. Overarching Narrative Trends

Before we proceed with the close-up thematic analysis of each stage, we need to take
the chance to step back and gaze at the large image that emerges when we examine the
material. There are definite trends in Abu Ubaidah's speeches and the official statements
of the movement, not only in the tone and vocabulary they employ, but also in the
strategic priorities that they indicate. These larger patterns suggest a strategy for
rendering the resistance politically credible, morally justifiable, and historically
grounded in past struggle and present need. These larger patterns place the more
focused themes within the context of a resistance movement that is reacting to and
attempting to determine how people speak about their cause within the regional and
international conversation. One of the most significant themes in both Hamas speeches
and official statements has been the interpretation of the historical and regional
significance of the war. This struggle is repeatedly rendered not as an event but as a
critical moment, “a turning point” in the history of the Palestinian struggle. Unlike former
confrontations, in this war, the outcome is seen as one that goes beyond Palestine and
influences the future of a whole region. The messaging is designed to emphasize that
Palestine’s destiny is inextricably bound to the greater Arab and Islamic world, raising
the war’s symbolic and strategic value. Another recurring theme is the critique of the
religious fanaticism underpinning the Zionist story. Hamas repeatedly denounces the
religious rationalizations that the Israeli state cites to legitimize violence and occupation,
not as a critique of faith itself, but to expose what it views as the hypocrisy of a narrative
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that casts Muslim resistance as inherently irrational or fanatical. This narrative is
supported by the Israeli side's usage of terms such as “children of light” and “children of
darkness,” as they highlight how the religious framing originates from the Israeli side,
thereby contesting Western portrayals that depict the conflict as a religious war
instigated by Muslims. This criticism is also extended to the Western media and political
arenas, which, as Edward Said shows in Covering Islam, usually neglects to mention the
religious nature of Israel or its messianic arguments for taking territory. Muslim
resistance, however, is commonly explained in orientalist tropes of backwardness or
religious extremism. In this narrative, Israel is portrayed as a bastion of Western
modernity and enlightened governance in the midst of an otherwise “uncivilized” Middle
East. This narrative glosses over the colonial character of the conflict at stake and
legitimizes Israel’s alliances with regional dictatorships that further its geopolitical aims.
This vicious loop perpetuates itself, a cycle of oppression that, according to Hamas'’s
media discourse, has yet to be broken.

5. Themes and Evolution: Hamas

During the first phase of the timeline, Abu Obeida delivered five speeches. This number
decreased to three in both the second and third phases. In the fourth phase, he issued
only one speech. Moreover, during the fifth phase, no speeches were delivered. However,
two additional speeches were released shortly after the end of the fifth phase, both
addressing developments related to the ceasefire agreement.

5.1. A Sacred Struggle: Faith, History, and Identity

The central theme of the first stage (as defined in this study as spanning from October
7, 2023, to January 7, 2024) is historical and religious framing in the media discourse
of Hamas. This theme is different from the references to Zionist religious justification
raised above, in that it operates essentially as a rhetorical tool for mobilizing and
strengthening the collective. Religious language was consistent in this phase, with
Qur'anic verses recited in almost every speech, usually at the beginning and then again
during the speech. Notably, Hamas’s media output did not attempt to secularize or
obscure its Islamic foundations in the interest of reaching broader audiences. On the
contrary, speeches by Abu Obeida during this phase were unequivocal in their reliance
on faith-based language. For example, the word “victory” was mentioned significantly
but rarely singularly, usually in spiritual expressions like “victory from Allah” or “Allah’s
victory”. There was also a repeated call to historical memory, drawing on periods of
earlier waves of resistance in both Palestinian and wider regional history. These historical
references sought to situate the events of October 7 and what followed as part of an
extended tradition of resistance rather than an exceptional moment that exists in a
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vacuum. This focus might be seen as an attempt to establish the conflict in a broader
historical political context, producing a narrative of substance and unity for its
supporters. Therefore, religious and historical framing were a predominant feature in
the movement’s messaging in the early stages of the conflict.

5.2. Fracturing the Enemy: Internal Israeli Tensions in Resistance Media

The second phase (January 8-April 7, 2024) started with the movement increasingly
aiming at calculated political messaging and sophisticated psychological warfare. Unlike
the first stage, which was more about rooting the resistance in its historical and religious
tradition, this stage had a more fine-tuned sense of timing, rhetoric, and audience. The
speeches, at this time, were not only aimed at internal mobilization but also addressed
the Israeli public itself, revealing an acute awareness of the fractures within Israeli
society. With popular demonstrations breaking out in Tel Aviv around the fate of
captured Israelis and the larger failure of the Netanyahu government to achieve its
“goals”, Abu Ubaida reshaped the tone accordingly. The resistance began to capitalize
on this moment of political unrest, repeatedly referencing the growing mistrust between
the Israeli public and its leadership. His speeches were filled with language that
emphasized government failure, moral decline, and internal chaos in Israeli politics, not
merely as temporary setbacks but as manifestations of long-term instability. One of the
more noticeable features of the psychological dimension in this stage was the
employment of religiously loaded references directed for the purpose of disorienting
Israeli collective memory and historical confidence. A prominent theme was the
mentioning of the so-called “curse of the eighth decade”, a messianic theory that no
Jewish state in history has lasted more than 80 years. In citing this superstition, the
resistance subtly positioned the ongoing war as the unraveling of Zionist continuity,
feeding into pre-existing anxieties within Israeli society. This strategy was not merely
rhetorical; it was based on a deeper comprehension of how fear, doubt, and historical
consciousness interpenetrate during an extended crisis. The deliberate use of such
themes suggests a dual strategy: Utilizing speeches to reaffirm a message of Palestinian
steadfastness to their own public, while also trying to undermine the Israeli will from the
inside. Rather than simply taking up external struggle, media discourse in this time of
war turned into a psychological war zone, playing with language, timing, and images to
shake the enemy's confidence to its foundations.

5.3. Exposing Double Standards: The West’s Moral Dissonance

The phase reflects the persistent effort to take the moral high ground in the context of
a war growing ever more brutal, and to further show, according to them, the hypocrisy
and double standards of the West. During this period, the resistance discourse escalates
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in denouncing the attacks on civilians, drawing attention to the disproportionality of the
violence and the suffering of Palestinians under siege. The language of ethnic cleansing,
of famine and genocide was consistently invoked to emphasize how the violence was
systemic and thus reframe the conflict as a human rights rather than a security issue.
With the comparisons to Nazism, the speakers attempt to flip the dominant historical
narrative, in which lIsrael is the post-Holocaust savior, into one where it is instead the
contemporary villain. This is a use of rhetoric to induce moral imagery and a play against
Western historical consciousness. Forcing uncomfortable parallels. “Why is the world,
particularly the West, tolerating something so reminiscent of the atrocities it claims to
have overcome?” In the process, Hamas’s media painted the Western governments, in
particular the U.S., as enablers of these violations through their unwavering backing of
Israel. A frequently referenced theme of the discourse is the failure of the United Nations
and the selective implementation of international law; all that creates a larger narrative
of Western hypocrisy. A noteworthy distinction was also made between Western
governments and their people: in one speech, the resistance thanked the people of the
United States for their student-led protests, signaling an attempt to appeal to the people
themselves, and quasi-representing the Western populace as an ally against the policies
of its own governments. This conscious separation cements the idea that justice for
Palestine is a global issue.

5.4. Resistance under Fire: Asymmetry and Resilience in War

A notable shift post October 7 in media messaging revolved around paying more
attention to events happening on the battlefield and how the fighting was asymmetrical.
Al-Qassam Brigades’ messages frequently pointed out the massive difference between
Israel’s advanced equipment and the Palestinian soldiers' technical limitations. The
coverage highlighted how dedicated and tough the fighters in Gaza were, showing that
material resources were not enough to stop them from fighting. Highlight how this
endurance came from solid ideology and loyalty to their nation and faith. In contrast,
the depiction of Israeli soldiers emphasized difficulty in the incising motif, as stories
featured them hesitating, retreating, or lacking confidence during battles. This strategy
aimed to present the struggle not only as an issue of armed forces but also as motivation
and determination, focusing on the gap between the ideals of each side. It showed that
being strong in a war involves having better equipment, handling pressure, and staying
united. It is connected with the psychological techniques used in the earlier phase of the
operation. By arguing that Israeli soldiers lacked morale and motivation, the message
played into existing Israeli society’s anxieties around the army’s ability to fight and
continue the war without motive or unity.



36 Salma Aljahoush

5.5. The Absent “Ally”: Shifting Tones toward the Arab World

A rhetorical push and pull between confrontation and appeal was the media's dual
approach to dealing with the Arab world during this time. On the one hand, terms like
betrayal, cowardice, and collusion were used repeatedly to criticize Arab governments
for their inaction, silence, or complicity. These criticisms served as a pressure tactic to
highlight the discrepancy between the official state policies and the expectations of their
constituents; they were not only symbolic. However, in addition to this accusatory tone,
the rhetoric occasionally changed to invoke a common Arab and Islamic identity, drawing
on a vast reservoir of historical, religious, and cultural unity to motivate action and
solidarity. Terms such as honor, duty, and shared destiny were used to arouse collective
memory and emotional resonance. Notably, specific, action-oriented calls were made as
part of this mobilization effort rather than merely offering general encouragement. Some
days were set aside for particular types of activism: Days for worldwide protests were
publicized, others were tasked with launching a digital campaign, and still others were
presented as days of communal prayer, encouraging people to congregate in mosques
throughout the region. This methodical advice demonstrates a concerted effort to
transform popular opinion into coordinated political and symbolic action. A media
discourse that is keenly aware of the changing political landscape in the Arab world, one
that aims to exert pressure on leadership while igniting public will, is revealed by the
deliberate.

6. Themes and Narratives: Western Media

Close examination of Western media and Twitter discourse, especially from outlets such
as CNN and BBC. Reveals persistent framing patterns that obscure the realities of the
war and perpetuate a narrative imbalance. One of the most striking elements is what
might be described as “cemetery framing”, where the focus is often placed on the
physical destruction or the number of casualties in a detached, almost abstracted
manner, rather than engaging with the human and political context of those deaths.
Terms like “buildings leveled” or “casualties reported in Gaza” are typical, but they
seldom assign agency or responsibility, especially when it comes to Israeli strikes. This
is compounded by the phenomenon of Palestinian people and voices being
dehumanized, in which victims often appear in passive constructions (“people died”,
“families were displaced”), and in which Palestinians are characterized more as recipients
of tragedy than as political agents or subjects with grievances. There is also a clear track
record of denial or refusal to recognize war crimes in the face of overwhelming evidence.
Words like “alleged” or “disputed” are commonly used, most especially when it comes to
Israeli actions, but the same care is not applied when accusing Hamas of acts of violence.
Probably most indicative, however, is the blatant asymmetry of sourcing and quotation.
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In the data analyzed, no single tweet from either BBC or CNN contained verbatim quotes
of any kind from any Hamas official, whether military or political. Their views were
partially distilled, often rephrased in delegitimizing terms. In striking contrast, mentions
of the Israeli story were amplified by always including direct verbatim quotes from
senior officials such as the Israeli Prime Minister, President, military spokespeople, and
former officials. This tactic alone is actively giving one side of the battle a voice and a
source of legitimacy, while silencing the other, reinforcing a power imbalance in
representation. The result is a media discourse that not only fails to provide equal
journalistic ground but also contributes, willingly or not, to the broader devaluation of
Palestinian narratives in the global public sphere.

7. Conclusion

This study has examined the evolving media narratives employed by Hamas during and
after the October 7, 2023, Al-Agsa Flood operation, highlighting how the movement’s
media strategy strategically intertwines religious, historical, psychological, and political
themes to shape both internal and external perceptions of the conflict. From a decolonial
perspective, it demonstrated how the Hamas media output attempts to project a morally
legitimate and politically credible message of resistance, contesting mainstream Western
representations and highlighting inconsistencies in Israeli society and international
reactions. From framing the battle as a sacred one rooted in faith and history, to
engaging in psychological warfare to divide the Israeli society, to highlighting the
double standards of the West, as well as highlighting its resilience in asymmetrical
warfare and speaking to the perceived betrayal by the Arab governments, the thematic
shifts across the five phases illustrate the adaptability and sophistication of Hamas’s
media strategy to shifting political and social conditions. Simultaneously, the counter-
narratives presented by Western media, with their tendency toward abstracted casualty
reporting and detachment from the lived realities and political dimensions of the
conflict, reflect ongoing structural imbalances in how the Palestinian cause is
represented globally. Finally, the study highlights the importance of resistance media
in challenging hegemonic discourses and framing international public opinion. It invites
an even stronger connection with the voices of marginalised actors in media studies and
conflict analysis. Emphasizing that shifts in global discourse are not merely reactive but
are also driven by strategic communication efforts from within the resistance itself. As
the conflict changes over time, understanding these narrative lines is essential for
understanding the larger political and humanitarian consequences at stake.
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Abstract: The article argues that Israel does not treat Palestinians as equal human beings who
deserve similar dignity and honour as an Israeli does. Moreover, to do this, it first dehumanized
its rival and then behaved with it accordingly. The aim of this article is to show the main
characteristics of dehumanization before and during the Gaza War and how Israel employed this
method against Palestinians during the Gaza War. Firstly, the article will talk about the moral status
of soldiers and politicians as decision-makers and participants of the war; later, about the process
that leads to the dehumanization of Palestinians and its results; lastly, about the possible
preventative measures and steps to stop this inhuman practice of war.

Keywords: The Gaza War, Israel, Palestine, Dehumanization

Oz: Makale, [srail'in Filistinlilere esit davranmadigini ve bir Israillinin hak ettigi sayginlik ve onuru
hak etmeyen insanlar olduklarini disiindiigiini iddia ediyor. Ve bunu yapmak icin énce rakibini
insanliktan ¢ikarmis, sonra da onlara buna gore davranmistir. Bu makalenin amaci, insanliktan
ctkarmanin ana karakterlerinin neler oldugunu géstermektir. Savas oncesi ve sirasinda fsrail'in
insanliktan ¢ikarma yontemini Filistinliler Gazze Savasi sirasinda nasil uyguladigini gésterecektir.
flk olarak, makale ahlaki durum hakkinda bilgi verecek, ardindan karar vericiler olarak
politikacilarin ve askerlerin; daha sonra da insanliktan ¢ikarmanin sebeplerine ve sonuglarina, son
olarak da olasi onleyici tedbirler ve adimlar bu insanlik disi savas uygulamasinin tzerinde
duracaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler. Gazze Savasi, [srail, Filistin, Insanliktan Cikarma

1. Introduction

One of the most dangerous mechanisms in a conflict is dehumanization. This method
can function both as a catalyst for the erosion of moral and legal restrictions and as an
outcome of strong propaganda. Dehumanization leads to acts of violence that would not
be conceivable within the framework of international laws and ethical warfare. The war
in Gaza indicates this process with dramatic clarity. Following the surprise attack of
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Hamas on Israel, the initial wave of global support for Israel's right to self-defence slowly
began to dissipate as the war intensified. When reports of the uneven military campaign
and, as a result, the widespread civilian casualties started to appear on the news,
international criticism and allegations of war crimes against Palestinians began to rise,
as well. The central motivation for this shift was the implementation of dehumanizing
discourse and practices that depicted Palestinians as sub-human beings and inferior
creatures, which enabled Israel's moral disengagement and excessive use of force. These
events not only exacerbated the Palestinian humanitarian crisis but also sabotaged
Israel's moral and political legitimacy in the world. When we examine this case, it will be
clear how dehumanization, when it is institutionalized within political as well as military
discourse, can give profound harm to its victims as well as its perpetrators themselves,
eventually making instability normal both in domestic and international orders.

2. Who is Guilt for A War and The Gaza War

Under normal conditions, to W. Brough,

“Although soldiers on all sides of a conflict are morally equal in the sense that they
all possess some moral value to be considered, soldiers may also be blamed for the
wrongness of their cause: soldiers are potentially responsible here (through
conscious participation in an unjust war, or through mere negligence) for furthering
an injustice, and soldiers may be moral equals, even while they are criminals due to
complicit” (2007).

In other words, soldiers, as human beings, hold some level of moral principles in their
lives, even when they enter into a fight with other people, although what they might do
may cause disorder, death, chaos, pain, and suffering due to their negligence or
brainwashing. With regard to that, Leshan says:

“War has a special psychology affecting both sides. When we go to war, our
perception of reality, of what we are and what is happening in the world around us,
is quite different from that which we commonly use in peacetime. This shift, when it
occurs, makes war much more difficult to prevent, or to stop once it has started”
(1992).

To understand the case better, Rodin makes the following analogy: This is an interesting
analogy. We may indeed excuse an executioner who kills a wrongly condemned man if
the judicial system within which he works is generally fair and the case is genuinely a
difficult one. It might then be right for him to suspend his personal reservations for the
greater utility of the functioning of the system as a whole. However, suppose an
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executioner worked within a system that is radically flawed: He knows that at least half
of the men he is asked to kill are innocent because the judges are incompetent and the
system is corrupt. A man who continued to kill in these circumstances would be
something like a murderer. However, this is precisely the calculus with which we are
presented in the case of war (2004).

Nevertheless, in both cases, "soldiers cannot be exempted from responsibility for their
involvement in an unjust war” (Rodin, 2004). Hence, soldiers themselves are not one
hundred percent free of guilt in a war in which they participate. Next to those soldiers,
as policy makers and decision-makers, politicians are very significant players in
conducting a war. According to modern war theory, politicians are the archangels of any
military company. As Clausewitz puts forward:

“War was/is entirely... controlled by the dictates of policy or ‘interest” (Waldman,
2009).

Therefore, if there is wrongdoing in a war, it is shared by the policy makers and the
soldiers, the former of which holds a significant portion of the burden, while the latter
makes a more minor contribution to it as the implementer of the decisions. Rather, it is
significant to figure out that whoever makes an unjust contribution to suffering caused
by a war is responsible for the existing wrongdoing.

Furthermore, this collective quilt that is caused by the soldiers and the politicians
together can be observed in The Gaza War very clearly. A report published in the BBC
says that:

“In February, the BBC verified a report on IDF soldiers' misconduct on social media
during the war in Gaza, which began on 7 October. Moreover, A member of an
organisation for former and serving Israeli soldiers, which works to expose alleged
wrongdoing in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) - Mr Givati believed that the current
far-right political rhetoric in the country is encouraging it further” (Thomas, Ryan, &
Brown, 2024).

In addition to, Oborne and Shalaby assert that:

“Israeli soldiers have committed widespread abuses in Gaza, including potential war
crimes, according to photos and videos they posted, shared, and celebrated on their
social media accounts, a new documentary has revealed. The crimes ranged from
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wanton destruction and looting, to the demolition of entire neighbourhoods and
possible unlawful killings” (2024).

Besides these atrocities, Israeli politicians are also complicit in the same war in a
relentless way. Just small example from the Israeli prime minister can show the intensive
warring discourse:

“‘We will fight to defend our homeland. We will fight and not retreat. We will fight on
land, at sea and in the air. We will destroy the enemy above ground and below ground.
We will fight and we will win” (Bowen, 2025).

Thus, it seems that Israeli politicians and soldiers made a great contribution to the
suffering that Palestinians have been going through for more than one year. If this is the
case, and if we are normal people having a particular set of values before a war, what
happens or what changes when a war starts? Why can one side show the intention of
eliminating its rival in an inhuman war as in the cese of the Gaza War? A possible answer
is dehumanization.

3. The Process of Dehumanization and Its Results in the Gaza War

It is possible to give more resources showing the misconduct of Israeli soldiers and their
politicians' encouragement in doing so by discussing the process that gives birth to the
dehumanization of Palestinians. As it is argued, if this is true, how can a person or an
army that thinks of themselves as moral agents get involved in a fight that is deemed to
be crossing red lines in a war? The possible answer is the dehumanization of the enemy.
Well, what does it mean, and how does this dehumanization function before and during
a conflict? To W. Brough, it is:

“Stirring deep emotions of hate and revulsion against the enemy, inasmuch as it is
impossible for most men (the attackers) to embrace passionately an ideal or a concept
without passionately hating its antithesis (the attacked). This can be accomplished
only by a highly condensed dramatization of the virtues and the immortal greatness
of the Allied countries (in this case, Israel) and the loathsome, revolting, and
degenerate qualities of the Axis countries (in this war, Palestine)” (2007).

Put differently, it requires very strong propaganda before the war regarding glorifying
the attackers' moral superiority and values, and during the war, the misery and inferiority
of the rival’s position and values. Therefore, dehumanization is "portrayal of the enemy
as something approaching the subhuman: Either base, as an animal or insect, or evil, as
a monster or demon” (2007).
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It is witnessed that the same mindset has been shown by similar propaganda techniques,
denigration, behaviours, and attitudes by Israel to Palestine before and during war. First
of all, “when other races are characterized as subhuman, they no longer retain a dignity
that is uniquely human. When they are seen as animals (and animals are seen as
expendable), they can be butchered as pigs or sheep” (2007). For example, defence
minister of Israel, Yoav Gallant says:

“He has ordered a ‘complete siege’ of the Gaza Strip, as Israel fights the Hamas terror
group... | have ordered a complete siege on the Gaza Strip. There will be no electricity,
no food, no fuel, everything is closed... We are fighting human animals and we are
acting accordingly” (Fabian, 2024).

Related to that case, Neve Gordon, an Israeli professor, in these comments, claims that:

‘Israel is using a ‘dehumanization’ strategy to justify its attacks on civilian areas in
Gaza... Israel paints Palestinians as ‘animals’ to legitimize its war crimes...
comparisons of Palestinians to ‘rats or snakes’ on Israeli social media accounts are
an effort to ‘dehumanize’ them and ‘legitimize civilian deaths” (Medet, 2025)

When politicans as decision makers use such a hars language againt their rivals, what
can be expected from the soliders who serve them. Just mercilessness and hatred. And
the Gaza Strip is a scene where the implementations of this harsh language of
dehumanization can be observed in a clear way. In this regard, to depict the scene, Taher
al-Rantisi says that we:

Saw a plane destroying the building, which collapsed on top of the people... and
also, the Palestinians sheltering at the school building included innocent children,
and elderly people were killed. When the strike hit, all the people and children were
torn apart” (2024).

As it is seen, looking down on the rival camp is a way of dehumanization of it, then what
else is put in use to complement the same discourse? W. Brough asserts that nationalism
is another important ingredient that feeds the same discourse of dehumanization:

“Nationalism within a war (or, ostensibly, outside it) distorts reality, making the
rightness of one’s people dwarf the rightness of others, and requiring the
characterization of enemies as inferior’” (2007).

Again, similarly, it is witnessed that Israel's Prime Minister, Netanyahu, refers to Jewish
society's superiority over the Palestinians:
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“This is a war between the children of light and the children of darkness... we will not
relent in our mission until the light overcomes the darkness; the good will defeat the
extremist evil that threatens us and the entire world.” Next to that, the Israeli
parliament sees the case through the same lens in its bill: “The ‘Nation-State Bill’
declares that only Jews have the right for self-determination in the ‘Land of Israel’
and that the Jewish settlement is ‘a national value’ and the state will act to encourage
and promote its establishment and consolidation” (Kopty, 2024).

Kopty, on the other side, asserts that:

“These laws limit the rights of Palestinians in all areas of life, from citizenship rights
to the right to political participation, land and housing rights, education rights,
cultural and language rights, religious rights, and due process rights during
detention” (2024).

These examples reveal how nationalism, particularly when grounded in ethno-religious
exclusivity, can institutionalize inequality and reinforce systemic discrimination,
ultimately justifying the marginalization of the other. Besides,

“The objects of dehumanizing treatment are its most obvious, but not its only,
victims. When a soldier dehumanizes the enemy, he makes himself more
psychologically apt to violate jus in Bello / Just War prohibitions” (W. Brough, 2007).

In other words, dehumanization can create a psychological impact that has the potential
to lead to real-world violations of international humanitarian laws. For instance,

"Amnesty International’s in-depth field investigation of the killing of 229 people in
nine unlawful air strikes found that Israel violated international humanitarian law,
including by failing to take feasible precautions to spare civilians, or by carrying out
indiscriminate attacks that failed to distinguish between civilians and military
objectives, or by carrying out attacks that may have been directed against civilian
objects” (Amnesty, 2023).

One example for these atrocities is reported by the same report as follows:

“Defence for Children International-Palestine reported that Israeli forces killed 110
children in the West Bank, including Jerusalem, in 2023. On 5 June, Mohammed al-
Tamimi, aged three, succumbed to his wounds after being shot by Israeli forces in
Nabi Saleh, north of Ramallah, as his father drove him to a birthday party. No criminal
investigation was opened.”
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Regarding what is happening in Gaza in terms of the violation of the rules of war,

“Omer Bartov, an Israeli-American professor of Holocaust and genocide studies at
Brown University, believes what is happening in Gaza is a genocide. He didn't always
believe this to be the case. But now, he says, I believe that there is no proof that
genocide is currently taking place.’ But this came with a disclaimer: There is genocidal
intent, which can easily tip into genocidal action... There is still time to stop Israel
from letting its actions become a genocide. Bartov further explains that ‘the
genocidal intent” he refers to is rooted in “the dehumanizing language and threats of
total annihilation from Israeli politicians and influential figures” (Mahawi, 2024).

All in all, dehumanization is of the capacity of reducing rival groups to a sub-human
status in their opponents’ eyes during a conflict. This generally rises in the aftermath of
intensive and accusing propaganda which exacerbates moral disengagement and
hostility. Moreover, nationalism, which is embedded in ethnic and religious context,
might institutionalize inequality and prolong systematic discrimination, as well as justify
the anarchic international order where rival sides run after their own interest without
pondering over the established norms and human rights.

4. What Causes Dehumanization and its Side Effects in the Gaza War
Dehumanization often follows unexpected and shocking acts of violence, but it does not
come without a cost. It can produce side effects that are unforeseen by those who initiate
such violence. In other words, the psychological and political ramifications may extend
far beyond what was initially anticipated. Namely, “it comes with its cost” (W. Brough,
2007). As Malesevic describes:

“Although many acts of violence are planned, premeditated and calculated, most
violent outcomes are produced unintentionally” (201 7).

This observation highlights how violence can spiral beyond its original intentions,
undermining even the attacker’s own position.

Besides leading to the immediate and devastating dehumanization of others during war,
such processes can also have profound and lasting side effects on those who carry them
out. As W. Brough (2007) utters,

“Even when dehumanization does not result in war crimes (for the attackers), it can
still take a psychological toll. Acts that comply with the war convention but are
committed in an unfavourable frame of mind can become incredibly damaging for
the soldier decades after the war’s terminus.”
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This psychological burden has been visibly present in the case of some Israeli soldiers
involved in the conflict against Hamas. One such account illustrates this vividly:

“The Israeli military reservist returned a different person, traumatized by what he had
witnessed in the war against Hamas in the strip, his family told CNN. Six months after
he was first sent to fight, he was struggling with post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) back at home. Before he was due to redeploy, he took his own life. He got out
of Gaza, but Gaza did not get out of him. And he died after it, because of the post-
trauma, his mother, Jenny Mizrahi, said” (Ebrahim and Schwartz, 2024).

Another report paints a similarly grim picture:

"The Israeli occupation has revealed it provides care for thousands of soldiers
suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder or mental health issues resulting from
their experiences in the war on Gaza. The IOF have not given an official number of
how many members have committed suicide, but one medic told CNN anonymously
that many 'do not trust the government right now” (CNN, 2024b).

The numbers recently released with regard to the Israeli soldiers clear the case better:

“The Defence Ministry’s Rehabilitation Department said on Sunday that it has treated
some 20,000 wounded soldiers since the beginning of the war on October 7, 2023,
more than half of whom are suffering from mental health conditions. And according
to the Defence Ministry, some 56% of those treated by the rehab centres amid the
war are suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder and other mental health
conditions. Moreover, the ministry said that overall, some 45% of the 20,000 are
physically wounded, some 35% are suffering PTSD and other mental health
conditions, and around 20% are suffering both physical injuries and mental health
conditions” (Fabian, 2025).

Therefore, it appears that engaging in the process of dehumanization without careful
consideration of its long-term consequences can ultimately inflict serious harm on those
who employ it. In other words, dehumanization may arise in response to a shocking
attack and lead the aggressor to act impulsively or recklessly, resulting in grave and
irreversible consequences for themselves-as seen in the case of the Gaza War.

5. Voices from the International Community

Normally, and according to the international norms, what Israel has been doing in the
Gaza War is deemed to be called 'war crime and genocide.' Because, as Baran (2025)
articulates,
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“The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court classifies the “starvation of
civilians as a method of warfare” as a war crime. The Fourth Geneva Convention
prohibits collective punishment, and Additional Protocol | forbids the starvation of
civilians as a method of warfare. Moreover, under Article Il of the Genocide
Convention, deliberately inflicting conditions of life calculated to destroy a group,
including through starvation, may amount to genocide.”

Moreover, recently published report by the Human Rights Council on Gazza War supports

the same claim,

“Having concluded that the Israeli security forces committed crimes against
humanity, war crimes and the actus reus of two underlying acts of genocide in Gaza...
and the prohibition of genocide is a peremptory norm of international law (jus
cogens), an international legal obligation that is accepted and recognised by the
international community of States as a whole and from which no derogation is
permitted” (UN Commission, 2025).

However, although this is the case, the existing international system, which had not
hesitated in intervening in some regional conflicts in the Middle East in the late 20th
century due to the blockage of some global powers, such as the USA, has not been able
to produce any resolution to the problem (Carver, 2025).

It seems that the existing international system is not capable of stopping the atrocities
taking place in Gaza, but it is not the same for the international communities, including
academics, human rights activists, politicians, and religious leaders. These people and
NGOs try to rise their voice against the silence and incapability of the international
institutions. In other words, “when states fail, humanity sets sail” (Baran, 2025). To show
the case better, it is useful to give several examples from these initiatives. In this regard,
from a moral perspective, W. Brough (2007) makes his point as following:

“The religious and non-religious alike should apprehend the signal point here that
we are more like our enemies than we sometimes want to imagine. If states and their
soldiers can learn to see the enemy as someone fully human and individually morally
equal, they will discern the moral landscape more clearly and avert moral disaster for
both sides of the war.”

This is a very powerful counterargument against the dehumanization attempt. To this
end, as discussed at the beginning of the article, if both sides have certain moral norms
that make them equal human beings, it is necessary to emphasize their sameness and
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commonalities, such as being different members of the human family. Similar call came
from more than 1,400 Israeli academics who signed a petition. In their call:

“‘We, faculty and administrative staff at academic institutions in Israel, call on the
Israeli government to end the war in Gaza without delay and ensure the immediate
return of the hostages. A Call on the Israeli Government to End the War and Ensure
the Return of the Hostages. And ending the war is moral imperative and aligns with
Israeli interests” (Editorial, 2025).

There is an international call for a better life, peace and co-existence, as well. Pope
Francis, who passed away a few months ago, described the situation as ‘the shameful
inability’ of the international community to end the war in the Middle East, one year after
Hamas’s devastating attack on Israel. ‘A year ago, the fuse of hatred was lit; it did not
sputter, but exploded in a spiral of violence.” He also adds that it seems that few people
care about what is most needed and what is most desired: dialogue and peace. Violence
never brings peace. History proves this, yet years and years of conflict seem to have
taught us nothing (De Luca, 2024).

In a similar vein, there is another significant call that came from leftist Jewish American
congressman Bernie Sanders. Recently, he had introduced what are called joint
resolutions of disapproval, seeking to block the Biden administration's recent sale of
$20bn in US weapons to Israel. But, moves to advance three resolutions all failed,
garnering only about 20 votes out of the chamber's 100 members, with most Democrats
joining all Republicans against the measures (Salam, 2024). Although the resolution
failed, it gave a chance to Sanders to criticise those who support arms sales to Israel by
following words:

“You cannot condemn human rights [violations] around the world and then turn a
blind eye to what the United States government is now funding in Israel. People will
laugh in your face. They will say to you, ‘You’re concerned about China, you're
concerned about Russia; you’re concerned about Iran. Well, why are you funding the
starvation of children in Gaza right now?” (Harb, 2024).

Lastly, a diverse flotilla comprising individuals from 44 countries—-among them activists,
artists, doctors, politicians, and journalists, including renowned climate advocate Greta
Thunberg-has come together with a shared and urgent mission: To deliver vital
humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza, who have faced a deliberate and prolonged
deprivation of basic necessities for nearly two years. For this civil intuitive and other
ones, Baran (2025) states that
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“‘Where the main pillar of the international community - the states - has failed,
transnational civil society, as another component of the international community, has
stepped in. The Global Sumud Flotilla is the clearest expression of that intervention.”

All in all, although in the Gazza War humanity witnessed and it is still witnessing
atrocities, sufferings, killings, and honour-breaking implications though
dehumanization of Palestinians by Israeli authorities, there are some promising calls and
developments providing faith and hope for a rule-based international system and just
implication of war. Moreover, it is possible to extend the list of the names of people,
leaders, academics, and institutions to prove that there is a strong voice calling for peace
and goodwill to end the ongoing painful conflict and set the ground for establishing a
stable and peaceful environment in which Israelis and Palestinians can live side by side
in trust. Nevertheless, states that hold a monopoly on the use of force need to take more
responsibility to stop atrocities affecting both sides. Necessary steps are required to be
taken by the states to make sure any war is conducted in the framework of war that is
now represented by international laws of war.

6. Conclusion

Following Hamas’ surprise attack on Israel, which has been occupying significant parts
of Palestinian territory-an occupation that has been widely recognized as illegal by many
states in the international public-, the Gaza War started. Just after the attack, mainly
global actors, including even those who are inclined to Hamas and the Palestinian cause,
articulated their support for Israel's right to self-defence because of the scale, damage,
and casualties. Nevertheless, the wind shifted rapidly in favour of the Palestinians.
Immediately, Israeli officials began to respond with dramatic military force, which led
international opinion to begin to turn. This attack was seen as excessive, breaching the
rules of war and damaging its moral and legal justifications for self-defense. The
criticism did not only come from the scale of destruction but also from the nature of the
military campaign itself.

The key reason for Israel's loss of legitimacy was its implication of dehumanizing rhetoric
and tactics against Palestinians. The Israeli politicians and decision-makers deployed
military strategies, used political discourse, and deployed a type of propaganda in all of
which Palestinians were depicted as less human and inferior creatures. This
dehumanization seemed to be embedded in a broader framework of ideological
indoctrination process that aided in justifying actions and to make insensitive both the
military and public opinion. Consequently, the position of Israel shifted from being a
victim that is defending itself to a state that is accused of committing potentially
unlawful actions in the name of security.
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As a result, Israel deployed its soldiers to the front lines accompanied by intense
propaganda, which contributed to the commission of war crimes, including the killing
of innocent civilians-among them the elderly, women, children, and even babies-acts
that have placed Israel under scrutiny by the International Criminal Court (ICC).
Moreover, the process of dehumanizing Palestinians has had repercussions not only for
the victims but also for the perpetrators. This strategy has reportedly caused
psychological breakdowns and trauma among some Israeli soldiers. In other words,
using dehumanization as a tactic against an opponent not only inflicts harm on the other
side; it also has a boomerang effect on those who employ it. That highlights how the
consequences of such violence and propaganda extend beyond the battlefield, shaping
political, ethical, and psychological realities.

In addition to fuelling resentment among the Israeli public, the process of
dehumanization has also triggered strong reactions from various voices within the
international community. These voices-including politicians, world leaders, NGOs, and
institutions—have called for the restoration of order, security, and peace in a setting
where diverse groups can coexist with dignity and respect. Therefore, it is reasonable to
argue that although Israel has made military advances in Gaza-albeit at the cost of a
catastrophic humanitarian, crisis-it appears to have lost much of the international
support it once enjoyed. Clearly, it will not be easy for Israel to repair its damaged image
in the minds and eyes of the global community in the near future.
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Oz: Bu calisma, insan onuru kavramini israil’in teo-politik baglaminda ele alarak, kavramin sosyo-
psikolojik, dini ve pratik boyutlarini inceliyor. Temel amaci, israil'in teo-politik stratejilerinde insan
onurunun nasil zedelendigini ve bunun Filistin halkina yonelik etkilerini anlamaktir. Calisma,
tarihsel-dékiimantasyon ve icerik analizi yOntemleriyle nitel bir arastirma olarak
gerceklestirilmistir. Calisma sonucunda, israil'in politikalarinin, Yahudi halkinin secilmislik inanci
cercevesinde diger etnik gruplari 6tekilestirdigi ve Filistinlilere yonelik insan haklari ihlallerinin bu
inancla mesrulastirildigi savunulmaktadir. insan onurunun, israil'in teo-politik séylemleriyle dini
bir arac olarak kullanildigi ve bunun bolgedeki siddeti daha da derinlestirdigi sonucuna variimistir.
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Abstract: This study examines the concept of human dignity within the theological-political
context of Israel, focusing on its socio-psychological, religious, and practical dimensions. The
main objective is to understand how human dignity is undermined in Israel’s theological-political
strategies and its impact on the Palestinian people. The study is conducted as a qualitative
research using historical-documentary and content analysis methods. The findings suggest that
Israel’s policies, grounded in the Jewish belief of being the "chosen people,” lead to the
marginalization of other ethnic groups and justify human rights violations against Palestinians. It
concludes that human dignity is instrumentalized through Israel’s theological-political discourse
and that this further exacerbates violence in the region.
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1. Giris

Son yetmis yilin ulusal ve uluslararasi neredeyse tiim insan haklar bildirgelerinde ve
sozlesmelerinde insan onuruna temel bir hukuki hak olarak atifta bulunulmustur.
1948'de Birlesmis Milletler tarafindan kabul edilen insan Haklar Evrensel
Beyannamesi'nin 1. maddesinde,
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"Biitiin insanlar 6zgtir, onur (dignity) ve haklar bakimindan esit dogarlar. Akil ve
vicdana sahiptirler, birbirlerine karsi kardeslik anlayisiyla davranmalidiriar” ifadesi yer
almustir. (United Nation, 201 3).

Benzer sekilde, Avrupa Birligi Temel Haklar Sarti'nda “fnsan onuru ihlal edilemez. Saygi
gosterilmeli ve korunmalidir” denilmistir (European Union, 201 3).

Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Anayasasi'nin Baslangic kisminda da "onur" kavramina vurgu
vapilarak, ".. her insanin onurlu bir hayat siirdiirme ve maddi ve manevi varligini bu
yonde gelistirme hak ve yetkisine dogustan sahip oldugu"belirtilmistir (Anayasa, 2024).

Ayrica, bircok Avrupa ulkesinin anayasalarinda da insan onuruna atiflar yapilmistir.

Latince kokenli "dignity/dignitas" kelimesi, belirli bir ziimrenin genis halk kitleleri
tarafindan saygiya layik gorilmesini cagristirir. Antik Yunan'da bu kavram, sadece site
(polis) tyeleri olan erkekler arasinda gecerliydi; koleler, kadinlar ve Helen olmayanlar bu
esitlik ve haklardan mahrumdu (Lewis, 2007). Ancak ilerleyen siirecte hem hukuki hem
de insani bir deger olarak kelimenin anlami genislemistir. Onur, zilletin ziddi olarak,
insanin izzet, seref, kerem, haysiyet ve sayginlik gibi degerleri ifade etmek icin
kullanilmistir. Bu kavram, insanin hangi durumda olursa olsun salt insan olmasindan
kaynaklanan degerinin taninmasini ve ona uygun sayglyi ifade eder etmektedir. Onuru,
serefi ve izzeti dikkate alarak hareket etmek, insani asagilanmislik ve onuru ¢ignenmislik
duygusundan korumak amacina yonelik degerlendirmek gerekir.

insanin onuru, insanligindan ve varolusundan kaynaklanir. islam égretisinde yaratilistan
itibaren her insan, onurlu, serefli ve haysiyet sahibidir. Bu kiymetlendirilmis tanim,
insanin onurunun insan olmanin getirdigi dokunulmaz bir nitelige sahip oldugunu
gosterir. Onur (izzet), herhangi bir makam, kisi, iktidar, glic veya toplum tarafindan
verilemez. Kuran'da Nisad Suresi'nde belirtildigi gibi, “insana onuru kendisi gibi biri
vermemistir ki, kendisi gibi biri ondan alsin” (Nisd, 4: 139).

insanin onurunun kaynagi insanin kendisi de degildir; eger onur (izzet), insana dogustan
ve tabiatindan gelen bir 6zellikse, o zaman kaynagi da tamamen askindir. Fatir
Suresi'nde de bu konuya isaret edilerek, onurun kaynaginin insantsti bir yerden geldigi
belirtilmistir (Fatir, 35: 10).

Diger yandan ilahi dinler gelenegine gore, insanin yaratilis amaci yaraticisini taniyip O’na
ibadet etmektir ve bu durum fitratullah olarak adlandirilir. insanin yaratilis gayesi olan
kulluk, aklin Allah'i tanimasi ve bilmesi, iradenin ise O'na yodnelip baglanmasiyla
gerceklesir (Tevrat, Cikis 20:2-3; Tesniye 6:4-5; Matta 4:10; Zariyat 51:56; Rum 30:30).
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ilaht dinlerde insan onuru 6gretisi, bu temele dayanir (Harman, 2013). ilahi dinlerdeki
bu temele ragmen dinlerin politik ve giindelik diinya insalarinda kutsal teorileriyle
uyumlu olmayan tecriibeleri olmaktadir. Bilhassa son yizyilda ve 6zellikle Ortadogu’da
son aylarda yasanan olaylarda ilahi din mintesiplerinin onurlari ve haklari yine ilahi dine
inananlar tarafindan hunharca ihlal edilmektedir. Masum insanlarin mallarina, canlarina,
insanca yasama haklarina yonelik acimasizca yogun saldirilar diizenlenmektedir.

Siyonistlerin, Yahudiligi bir kaynak olarak kullanarak, daha énce anti-Siyonist olan
Yahudileri kendi saflarina cekmesi, 6zellikle 1967'den sonra dini Siyonizm’in ylikselisine
yol acmistir (Schwarz, 2018). Dinsel Siyonizm hem dini kaynaklari hem de politik
hedefleri bir vizyonda birlestirerek teo-politik olarak siyasetine yon vermektedir. Burada
dini boyutu Yahudi kutsal tarihi ve metinlerinden ilhamla sekillendiren Siyonist yonetim,
sik sik her seviyede dini bilgi, sembol, kisi ve tarihi olaylara atiflarda bulunmaktadir. iste
bu baglamda bu calismada insan onuru kavramini toplumsal ve hukuki bir deger olarak
israil’in teo-politiginde nasil yer aldigi konu edinilmistir.

Calismanin amaci insan onuru kavraminin israil’in teo-politigi baglaminda sosyo-
psikolojik, dinsel ve pratiksel boyutlar itibariyle anlamaya calismaktir. Calisma nitel
baglamda tarihsel-dékiimantasyon ve icerik analizi teknikleriyle gergeklestirilmistir.

2. insan Onurunun Zedelenmesinin Toplumsal Boyutlari

Bireylere, topluluklara veya gruplara ruhsal ya da fiziksel mobing uygulama, zarar verme,
yaralama, sakat birakma veya oldiirme; rencide etme, orseleme, hirpalama; 6zgurlagi
kisitlama ve akil ve iradenin sinirlarini daraltma gibi insan onuruna yonelik her tirli
baskiyl iceren miidahale ve siddet davranislari, kiiresel 6lcekte toplumsal gercekligin
ayrilmaz bir parcasi haline gelmistir. Ortiliden acik miidahaleye, dolaylidan dolaysiz
midahaleye, 6fkeden hakarete, sozel siddetten fiziksel siddete kadar, agizdan cikan
kotu bir sozden bedene indirilen yumruga, koti bakislardan fiili miidahaleye, tehditten
zorlamaya, cocuk istismarindan cinayete, cinsel siddetten terdr eylemlerine, bireyler
arasl catismalardan devlet miidahalesine, iki kisi arasindaki kavgadan savaslara kadar,
insana zarar veren, insani ezen, onurunu zedeleyen ve baski kuran midahaleci tutumlar
ve politikalar, diinyanin her kosesinde gorilmektedir (Okumus, 201 3).

insan onuruna yapilan miidahaleler, kisinin sahsiyetine saldiri olarak goériildiigiinde, bu
tlir midahalelerin sahsiyeti olumsuz etkileyip ruh saghgini bozacagi ve kisiyi tmitsizlige
slrikleyecegi aciktir. Bu durumda, birey ve toplumun ruh saghgi bozulur ve yasam
kalitesi diiser (Okumus, 2013). Eger birey ya da toplum, bu olumsuz miidahalelere karsi
durus sergilemezse, onursuzlugu kabul etmis olur. Onursuz bir kisi, izzetine ve
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O0zgurligine yapilan saldirilari kabullenir. Onura yapilan saldirilarin en yikici etkilerinden
biri, bireyin bu onursuzlasmay! kabullenmesidir. Bu durum, birey ve toplumun insani
varolusunu kaybetmesine yol acar. Onuru kaybetmek, yabancilasmak demektir ve
yabancilasan birey, toplumsal iliskilerden kopar. Bu tiir bireylerin oldugu toplumlarda
ise kuralsizlik, anomi ve hukuksuzluk yayginlasir.

3. israil Teo-Politiginin Sosyo-Psikolojik Boyutlari

3.1. “Gercekci Grup Catismas!” ve “Sosyal Kimlik Kurami” Baglaminda insan Onuru
“Gercekci Grup Catismasi” kurami, savas ya da soykirim gibi siddet eylemlerinin
haklilastirilabilmesi icin toplumda “biz” ve “onlar” seklinde bir ayrimin olusturulmasi
gerektigini ileri surer (Jackson, 1993). Benzer bicimde, “Sosyal Kimlik Kurami” da
bireylerin kimliklerini insa ederken “ic grup” ve “dis grup” ayrimi yaptiklarini vurgular.
Tajfel ve Turner’a (2004) gore, bireylerin kendi gruplariyla 6zdeslesme sireclerinde
temel guduleri 6zgiiven kazanmaktir. Ozellikle grubun toplumda yiiksek bir konuma
sahip olmasi, bireyin kendine olan givenini artirir ve grup aidiyetini giclendirir
(Houghton, 2021). Ulusal kimlik baglaminda, kisinin kendi milletini Gstiin gérmesi, bu
o0zgliveni pekistirir; boylece “kendimizce hakli sebeplerimiz var’ distincesi ortaya cikar
ve bireyin yasamina anlam katar (Searle-White, 2001). Houghton’a (2021) gore bu
durum, kimi zaman magdduriyet duygusuyla birlestiginde, intikamin mesru olduguna dair
bir algi da yaratabilir.

Grup aidiyeti, saglikli bir 6zglven duygusunun gelismesine katki saglasa da, asiriya
kactiginda narsisizme, hatta kolektif narsisizme dénusebilir (Giirsu ve Ozokudan, 2019).
Kolektif narsisizm, grubun digerlerinden Gstin oldugu inancini pekistirir ve bu tstinliik
algisi, ic grubun kendisini dis diinyadan farkli ve 6zel gérmesine neden olur. Bu durum,
grubun disaridan yeterince anlasilmadigi veya takdir edilmedigi hissiyle 6fke ve kaygi
duygularini da beraberinde getirir (Eker, 2023). Irk veya sinif temelli ayrimcilik ile sosyal
baski, bu hiyerarsik grup yapilanmalarini daha da glclendirir. Sosyal Baskinlik Kurami’na
gore, bireyler veya topluluklar kendi gruplarini tstiin gordiklerinde, baski ve ayrimcilik
egilimleri kacinilmaz hale gelir. Psikanalitik kuram ise bu olguyu “kiiciik farkhliklarin
narsisizmi” kavramiyla aciklar; bu, benzer gruplar arasindaki kiiciik farklarin bile
dismanlik yaratmasina yol acabilecegini éne stirer (Houghton, 2021).

israil halkinin diger toplumlarla iliskilerinde genellikle miicadele ve diismanhk temasi
one cikarken, Urdin Nehri'nin dogusunda veya Sina Yarimadasi'nin giineyinde yasayan
Sami kdkenli kavimlere saldirilmamasi emredilmistir, ciinkii Tanri bu topraklari israil'e
miras olarak vermemistir. Bu iki grup disindaki ve savas acgilan kavimlerle ilgili olarak ise
erkeklerin oldurilmesi, kadin, cocuk ve hayvanlarin ganimet olarak alinmasi
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emredilmistir (Tesniye 2:9, 19; 20:10-15). Diger bir ifadeyle Tevrat'ta "ensesi kalin" ve
"isyankar" olarak tanimlanan bu kavim icin, diger halklarin yok edilmesi zorunludur
(Cikis 32:7-10; 33:3, 5; Tesniye 9:24; 31:27; Sayilar 14).

Yahudi teolojisinde savas, "secilmis halk"in tilke ve tanrilari Yehova icin miicadele etmesi
olarak tanimlanir. Buna goére, dismanin putlarini yikma, onlarla evlenmeme, onlara
acimama ve onlari 6ldiirme konusunda buyruk verilmistir (Yasanin Tekrari 7:1-5). Yahudi
dini kiltliirinde savas sirasinda, bir sehre yaklasmadan 6nce bariscil bir teslimiyet teklifi
sunulur ve kabul edilirse sehirdeki insanlara ve mallara dokunulmaz. Ancak, savas
sonrasinda ele gecirilen bir sehirdeki savasabilecek erkeklerin 6ldirilmesi, kadinlar,
cocuklar, hayvanlar ve diger varliklarin ganimet olarak alinmasi emredilir. Bu kurallar
genellikle yedi Kenan ulusu disindaki topraklara uygulanir. Kenan uluslari ile olan
savaslarda ise putperest inanclarin yayilmasini 6nlemek ve Tanri'ya baskaldiranlari
cezalandirmak amaciyla tiim canlilarin yok edilmesi buyrulmustur (Giingor, 2024).

Tanr, israil’in savaslardaki basarisini belirli kosullara baglamistir. Bu kosullar, israil’in
savasl sonuna kadar surdidrme kararliligi, disman halklarla dostluk anlasmalar
yapmama ve onlarin tanrilarina tapinmama sartlarini icerir. Uzlasma girisimleri veya
diismanin tutumunu taklit etme cabalar, Tanri’nin topraklar israil’in elinden almasina
yol acacak birer tuzak olarak goriiliir ve bu durum, israil’in kendisine verilen topraktan
yoksun kalmasina neden olabilir (Yesu 23:13; Yesu 13:1-7; Hakimler 2:22). Tarihte,
israilogullari ve Benyaminogullari arasinda da benzer bir savas yasanmistir. israilogullari,
Tanr’nin emriyle savasi surdirmis ve Blinyaminogullari'nin sehirlerine saldirarak her
seyi yok etmislerdir (Glingo6r, 2024).

Kral Saul doneminde bircok savas yapilmistir, bunlardan biri Amaleklilerle yapilan
savastir. Tanri tarafindan emredilen bu savasta, Amaleklilere ait her seyin yok edilmesi
emredilmistir (I. Samuel 15:3). Amalekliler, yedi Kenan ulusu icinde yer almasa da,
siddetli bir savasin kurbani olmuslardir. Kral Saul’iin 6limiinden sonra, Davut kral olmus
ve Yerusalim’i baskent yaparak israil topraklarini genisletmistir. Tanah metinlerinde, bu
kraligin Tanr tarafindan belirlenen savas emirleriyle kuruldugu belirtilmistir.
israilogullari’nin dini inanclarina zarar verecek olarak goériilen uluslar, biyik bir tehdit
olarak goriilmis ve tamamen yok edilmistir (Devarim 7:2-5; 20:16-18).

Siyonistler, Filistin'deki eylemlerini Yesu'nun putperestlikle miicadelede yaptigi savaslara
benzetmislerdir. Onlara goére, bu savaslar Tanr’’nin emriyle yapilan kutsal ve dini
gorevlerdir. Siyonist Haham Kook, Siyonistlerin antik savasg¢i atalarinin ruhlarini tasiyan
reenkarnasyonlar oldugunu ve su anki savascilarin ge¢misteki kahramanlarin ruhlarina



60 Ozcan Giingér

sahip oldugunu savunmaktadir. Ancak bu Siyonist diisiince, Yahudi teolojisinde Tanri'nin
Yesu'ya verdigi savas ve yedi halkin imha edilmesi emrinin sadece o déneme 06zgl
oldugunu ve sapkin putperestlikle micadele icin gecerli oldugunu unutur. Siyonistler,
antik cagdaki sartlarla ayni olmadigi icin bu dini hiikiimleri gdz ardi etmislerdir. Gergekte
Siyonistler, Filistin topraklarini ele gecirip devlet kurma amaci dogrultusunda bu dini
hikimleri dikkate almamislardir. Yahudi terér 6rgitlerinin eylemleri ve Siyonist siyasi
hamleler, Filistinlilerin topraklarini kaybetmelerine, éldiriilmelerine, zorunlu goce tabi
tutulmalarina ve ag¢ik hava hapishanelerine mahkim edilmelerine yol agmistir (Alam,
2009).

Bu mesele, israil dini ile diger dinler arasindaki bir mukayeseden ziyade, israil halkinin
tek hakiki Tanri'ya sahip oldugu inanci ile diger halklarin sahte ilahlara tapmasi arasinda
bir miicadele olarak algilanmistir.

3.2. Magduriyet Psikolojisi ve Kolektif Narsisizm

Holokost sonrasinda Yahudilerin, sinema, akademi, edebiyat ve sanat gibi pek cok
alanda yasadiklari acilari bir tiir magduriyet psikolojisi cercevesinde ifade ettikleri ve bu
deneyimi halen “anti-semitizm” séylemi altinda koruma ve kullanma egiliminde olduklari
gorulmektedir (Finkelstein, 2000). Reicher ve calisma arkadaslari, dislanma sirecinin
olusumunu Nazilerin Yahudilere yonelik gerceklestirdigi soykirim baglaminda ele alir.
Onlara gore, Nazizm’in cazibesi, onun kendisini bir “ahlaki gorev” veya “kutsal misyon”
olarak sunabilmesinden kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu ideoloji, toplulugun ortak bir inanc
temelinde yeniden bitiinlesmesini ve “yoldasini kendin gibi sevme” ilkesi etrafinda bir
dayanisma kurmasini tesvik etmistir. Bu baglamda, “yoldashk” kavrami i¢ grubun 6ziini
olustururken; Yahudiler ve Cingeneler, bu toplulugun ayricaliklarindan ve haklarindan
dislanarak sistematik bicimde 6tekilestirilmistir (Reicher, Haslam ve Rath, 2008).

Tanr’nin israil halki ile yaptigi ahdin mekani olan “Sina” dagi ile ibranice’de “nefret”
anlamina gelen sin’a kelimesi arasinda kurulan etimolojik iliski, israil’e yénelik
dismanhgin  onlarin  “secilmis halk” statiisinden kaynaklandigi disiincesine
dayandirilmistir. Bu bakis acisina gore, diger kavimlerin israil’e karsi duydugu nefret,
Tanr’nin israil’i 6zel bir sevgiyle secmesinin kacinilmaz bir sonucu olarak gériilmistir.
Boylece israilogullari, kendi vyaptiklari zulmii g6z ardi ederek, bu dismanhgi
“kiskaniimanin” bir gdstergesi olarak yorumlamislardir (Girkan, 2012).

3.3. Zeka ve Etnik Ayrimcilik
Charles Murray ve Richard Herrnstein, "The Bell Curve" adli calismalarinda, Yahudilerin
ortalama zeka seviyelerinin diger etnik gruplardan daha yilksek oldugunu iddia
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etmislerdir (Murray ve Herrnstein, 1994). Bu iddia, 6zellikle "Ashkenazi Yahudilerinin"
ortalama IQ seviyelerinin diger etnik gruplara gore daha yiiksek oldugu seklinde ifade
edilmistir. Murray, 2007 yilinda yayimladigi bir makalede, bu iddiay! yeniden glindeme
getirmistir. Murray ve Herrnstein, bu farkin 6zellikle s6zlii bilesenlerde yogunlastigini
belirtmektedir (Murray, 2007). Bu baglamda, belirli bir etnik veya dini grubun
digerlerinden daha zeki oldugu iddiasi, insan onuru ilkesine aykiridir, ¢clinkii bu tiur
iddialar ayrimciliga ve esitsizlige yol acabilir. Ayni zamanda, bu tiir genetik determinizm
yaklasimlari, insan onuru kavramiyla gelisir. Belirli bir etnik grubun zeka agisindan ustiin
oldugunu iddia etmek, diger gruplarin degersizlestirilmesine ve ayrimciliga yol acabilir.
Bu durum, insan onuru ilkesine aykiridir ve toplumsal esitligi tehdit edebilir. Ayrica, bu
tur iddialar, tarihsel olarak Yahudilere karsi yapilan ayrimciligin ve antisemitizmin tekrar
canlanmasina neden olabilir. Bu kategoriler, bir grubun sézde “pozitif” stereotipleri de
dahil olmak Gzere, irk¢ihigin yikini beraberinde tasimaktadir (Gilman, 2008).

Halaha'ya goére, bir Yahudi'nin Yahudi olmayan birini kasten 6ldirmesi, ondan bir sey
calmasi veya onu aldatmasi yasaktir. Ancak, Yahudi olmayan birine dolayli zarar vermek,
kayip malini elinde tutmak ve alisveris sirasinda onun hatasindan yararlanmak kabul
edilebilir gorilmistir. Yahudi olmayanlardan (goy/ger tosav) faiz alinmasina izin
verilmis ve bu gerekli gorilmistiir. Ayrica, 6lim ve hirsizlik gibi suclarda, taraflardan
biri Yahudi, digeri ise yabanci oldugunda, kararlar Yahudi lehine verilmistir (Gurkan,
2012).

Yahudi hukukuna gore, heretik, mirted ve putperestlerin -teoride- Yahudi yonetimi
altinda oldurilmesi esastir. Ancak, ger tosav veya Nuhilere Yahudilerle birlikte yasama
izni verilmistir. Yahudilerin yonetimde olmadigi durumlarda veya baris zamaninda,
yabancilarin kasten oldirilmesine izin verilmemistir (Gurkan, 2012). Yahudilikte
"Komsunu sev" emri, genellikle Yahudi olmayanlari dislayarak "Yahudi" komsu olarak
yorumlanmistir (Girkan, 2012).

3.4. Secilmislik inanci ve Kolektif Narsisizm

Yahudilikteki secilmis halk inanci, etnik koken ve dini aidiyet temelli bir kolektif
narsisizmin ortaya cikmasina zemin hazirlamaktadir. Bu inan¢ bicimi, madduriyet
psikolojisiyle birlestiginde, “vadedilmis topraklar’ olarak kabul edilen boélgede yasayan
Gazze’li Mislumanlarin tehcir edilmesi, yok edilmesi ya da sistematik bicimde baski ve
ayrimciliga maruz birakilmasi gibi uygulamalari, “kendimizce hakl sebeplerimiz var”
disiincesiyle mesrulastirmaktadir. Bu baski, sindirme, dislama ve siddet eylemleri, son
yillarda yogunlasmis olsa da, yaklasik 76 yildir sistematik bir bicimde siirdirilmektedir.
1948 yilinda Siyonist dnderlerin yonlendirmesi ve Amerikan destegiyle Filistin topraklari
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Uzerinde Israil Devleti’nin kurulmasi, yarim milyondan fazla Filistinlinin zorla gog
ettirilmesine neden olmustur. Devletin kurulus déneminde 650.000 civarinda olan
Yahudi nifusu (toplam nifusun yaklasik %33°04), sonraki yillarda gerceklesen kitlesel
gocler ve isgalci yerlesim politikalari sonucunda 6.500.000’e ulasmistir. 2017 yili
itibariyla, Yahudiler toplam nifusun %74,7’sini olusturmaktadir (Giirsu, 2024; Cichocka,
Sengupta, Cislak, Gronfeldt, Azevedo ve Boggio, 2023).

Gruba aidiyet duygusu, bireylerin inan¢ ve kimlikleriyle 6zdeslesme dlizeyini artirarak,
grup adina éldiirmeye veya 6lmeye dair bir teslimiyet psikolojisini gliclendirmektedir. Bu
durum, israil ordusunun yani sira isgalci yerlesimcilerin de katliam eylemlerine
katilmalarinin ardindaki temel motivasyon olarak degerlendirilebilir. Kolektif narsisizm
cercevesinde, grubun lyeleri icin en énemli hedef, grubun olumlu imajini korumak ve
bu imaji siireklilik icinde yasatmaktir (Gursu, 2024).

Tesniye kitabinda, israilogullarinin secilmisligi, bu secimin sebepleri ve Tanri ile
israilogullari arasindaki hukuki bag, iki belirgin noktada acikca ifade edilmektedir. ilk
olarak, "Ciinkii sen Tanrin Rab icin kutsal bir topluluksun; Tanrin Rab, yeryiiziindeki tiim
halklarin arasindan seni kendi 6zel halki olman icin secti... "ifadesi yer alir (Tesniye 7:6-
11). ikinci olarak ise,

Siz Tanriniz Rab'in ¢ocuklarisiniz. Yas tutma isareti olarak kendinizi kesmeyin ve
alninizin tst kisminda ¢iplak bir bolge olusturmayin, ¢iinkii sen Tanrin Rab icin kutsal
bir topluluksun ve Tanrin Rab, yeryliziindeki tiim halklarin arasindan seni kendi é6zel/
halkr olman icin secti... " ifadesi bulunmaktadir (Tesniye 14:1-2).

Bu boliimlerde, israilogullari Tanri'nin kutsal toplulugu olarak tanimlanir. Benzer sekilde,
Mezmurlar'da da, "Rab, Ya'kub soyunu, Israil'i kendisine 6zel halk olarak secti” seklinde
gecen ifadeler bulunmaktadir (Mezmurlar 135:4).

Bu diistinceye gore Yahudiler, Tanr tarafindan diinyadaki diger insanlar arasindan
secilmislerdir. Tevrat’ta Israilogullar’nin "Tanri'nin ogullan” (Tesniye 14: 1), "kutsal bir
ulus" (Cikis 19: 6), "Tanr’’nin hazine halkl" (Tesniye 7: 6), "Tanrinin payl ve mirasi"
(Tesniye 32: 9), ve Tanri’nin onlari "kendisine 6zel olarak sectigi" (Tesniye 14: 2) ifadeleri
yer alir. Tarih boyunca Uretilen literatiirde Yahudi Gstlinliglu temasi genis bir sekilde
islenmistir. israilogullar’nin Gstinligi sadece metafizik degil, somut olarak da ifade
edilmistir. Ornegin, israilogullar’nin diger uluslarda gériilen ahlaki kétuliiklerden uzak
olduklari belirtilmistir. iddialarina gére ibrahim’in cocuklari olarak israilogullari, zeki,
dirist ve mi’mindirler (Yaman, 2016).
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3.5. Degersizlestirme ve Nesnelestirme

Bir eylemin ya da varhdin ahlaki bakimdan en koétii bicimde algilanabilmesi icin, onun
insani ve niteliksel 6zelliklerinden soyutlanarak nesnelestiriimesi ve bu nesnelerin asiri
Olciide degersizlestirilmesi gerekir (Wilson, 2023). Gunimizde Gazze’'de yasanan
soykirimdan sorumlu olan Siyonist israil devleti ve bazi israilli vatandaslarin, “erdemli bir
gorevi yerine getirdikleri” inanciyla benzer kutlamalar yaptiklari ve Gazze halkini
insanhktan uzaklastirarak nesnelestirdikleri, cesitli gazete haberlerinde acik bicimde
gorilmektedir:

“Israilli Yahudiler, Israil'in katliam saldirilarinda Gazze Seridi'nde hayatini kaybeden
binlerce Filistinlinin 6lmesini dans ederek kutladi. Kadin ve ¢cocuk demeden Filistinli
sivillerin soykirima ugramalarini ‘komedi’ malzemesi olarak géren Israil vatandas/ari,
yaptiklari diigiinde Gazze'ye uyguladiklari soykirimi anlatan sarki esliginde dans etti”
(Daily Ummah, 2023).

Kotilugun teolojik boyutu olarak adlandirilabilecek bu durum, dinin aracsallastirilarak
kotilugun sistematik bir sekilde artirildigi bir ahlaki sapkinlik olarak karsimiza
ctkmaktadir. Bir diger haberde su ifadelere yer verilmektedir:

"Gazze’de soykirima girisen ve cocuk, kadin demeden 6lim sacan Israil ordusunun
Nazileri aratmayan acimasizliklarina bir yenisi daha eklendi. Siyonist [srail, 38 giindiir
yogun bombardiman ve saldirilarini stirdirdiigi abluka altindaki Gazze seridinde,
harabeye cevirdigi bir okulu s haline getirdi. Cocuk katili Givati Tugayi’nin okulda
ayrica kutlama yaptigi gordldii” (A Haber, 2023).

Baska bir haberde ise,

"Israil’in baskenti Tel Aviv'de bir grup éldiiriilen Filistinli cocuklar icin seving gésterisi
diizenledi. 'Yarin okul olmayacak, ¢linkii Gazze'de ¢ocuk olmayacak’ diye bagiran
kalabalik, [srail’deki Araplarin cocuklarini da éldiireceklerini, Gazze’nin bir mezarlik
oldugunu séyledi” (Daily Motion, 2024).

Yahudi teolojisinde savas, "secilmis halk"in tlke ve tanrilari Yehova icin miicadele etmesi
olarak tanimlanir. Buna gore, dismanin putlarini ylkma, onlarla evlenmeme, onlara
acimama ve onlari 6ldirme konusunda buyruk verilmistir (Yasanin Tekrari 7: 1-5).
Yahudi dini kiiltlriinde savas sirasinda, bir sehre yaklasmadan énce bariscil bir teslimiyet
teklifi sunulur ve kabul edilirse sehirdeki insanlara ve mallara dokunulmaz. Ancak, savas
sonrasinda ele gecirilen bir sehirdeki savasabilecek erkeklerin 6ldiuriilmesi, kadinlar,
cocuklar, hayvanlar ve diger varlklarin ganimet olarak alinmasi emredilir. Bu kurallar
genellikle yedi Kenan ulusu disindaki topraklara uygulanir. Kenan uluslari ile olan
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savaslarda ise putperest inanclarin yayilmasini énlemek ve Tanri'ya baskaldiranlari
cezalandirmak amaciyla tim canhlarin yok edilmesi buyrulmustur (Giingér, 2024).

insan onuru konusuna dikkat cekici bir 6rnek de Tevrat’taki "Diger milletlerin israil
tarafindan kolelestirilmesi" ifadeleridir (Yesaya 66:18-23; 14:1-2; Yeremya 3:17).
Tann'nin israil ile yaptigi ahdin mekani olan Sina kelimesi ile ibranice "nefret" anlamina
gelen sin'a kelimesi arasinda bir baglanti kurularak, diger kavimlerin israil'e yonelik
dismanhginin onlarin secilmis olmalarindan kaynaklandigi iddia edilmistir. Bu anlayisa
gore, yabancilarin israil'e karsi duydugu nefret, Tanri'nin israil'e olan sevgisinin ve onlari
secmesinin dogal bir sonucu olarak gériilmektedir. israilliler ise kendi zultimlerini
birakip kiskanildiklarini diistiinmektedirler (Giirkan, 2012).

3.6. insan Onurunun israil Onuruna Déniistiiriilmesi

Yahudi hukuku, hayatin korunmasi ilkesine dayanarak, lic durum disinda intihari
reddeder ve yasamin 6lime tercih edilmesini zorunlu kilar. Bir Yahudi, 6liim tehlikesiyle
karsilastiginda masum birini 6ldiirme, ensest iliskiye girme ve putlara tapma haric,
hayatini kurtarmak icin seriati ihlal edebilir. Ancak, bu ¢ buylk gilinahi islememek
ugruna o6limi goze almasi gerekmektedir (Girkan, 2012).

Yahudi gelenegine gére Nuh, insanhigin Adem’den sonraki ikinci atasi olarak kabul edilir;
bu nedenle insanlar baslangicta Ademogullari, sonrasinda ise Nuhogullari seklinde
anilmistir. ibrahim dénemine kadar tiim insanhk, Tanr tarafindan Nuh’a verilen yedi
temel yasaya uymakla yikimli tutulmustur. Ancak ibrahim ile yapilan ahit, ibrani
ulusunun temellerini olusturmus; bu stire¢, Musa araciligiyla gerceklestirilen Sina ahdiyle
tamamlanmistir. Boylece israilogullari ayricahkl bir kimlik kazanirken, diger biitiin
insanlar Nuhogullarn kategorisinde kalmistir (Hasanov, 2015; Rakover, 1998; Schultz,
1981).

Zaman icinde Nuhogullari arasinda farkli inang sistemleri ortaya ¢ikmis ve insanlar gesitli
dini yonelimlere sapmistir. Oved Avoda Zara kavrami, Nuhi kimligi disinda kalan btiin
yabancilari tanimlamak icin kullanilir. Bu nedenle Yahudi diisiincesinde insanlik temelde
iki gruba ayrilir: israilogullari ve yabancilar. Rabbani literatiirde de bu iki ana kategoriye
iliskin cok sayida gonderme yer almaktadir (Hasanov, 2015).

Tevrat'ta, "insan onuru'nun "israil onuru"na dénistiriuldiguni ve bu konunun irk
ustiinliigi ekseninde ele alindigini gésteren bazi pasajlar bulunmaktadir. Ornegdin, "Rab,
israilogullarini bitiin insanlar arasinda en onurlusu kilmistir. Oyle ki Rab, israilogullarin
icerisinde bulunduklari zor durumdan kurtaracak ve bu 6zgurlik asirlar boyu devam
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edecektir. Bitiin israil soyu Rab tarafindan aklanacak, Rab kendileri ile gurur duyacaktir"
(Yesaya 45: 25). Ayrica, "Tanrisi kendisine boylesine yakin olan baska bir biyiik ulus var
mi?" (Yasa'nin Tekrari 4:7-8). Bu ifadeler, Yaratilis boliminde insana genel bir onur
bahsedildigini belirtse de, Tevrat yazarlari israilogullarini en onurlu olarak kabul etmistir.
Yahudilige israil soyundan olmayanlar kolay kabul edilmemekte ve Yahudi olmayanlar
Rab’in sevgisine laylk goriilmemektedir (Girkan, 2008). Rabbi Ben Azzai'nin “bitiin
insanlarin esit oldugu” goriisi, Yaratilis bolimiinin temelini olustursa da, sonraki
bolimler ve yorumlar irk dstinliigu anlayisina dayandirilmistir.

Tevrat, Tanri’nin israilogullarini secip onlarla ahitlesmesi ile onlarin kutsallik vasfi
kazandigini belirtir:

Siz Tanriniz Rab icin kutsal bir halksiniz. Tanriniz Rab, 6z halki olmaniz icin,
yeryizindeki bdtin halklarin arasindan sizi secti. Rab’bin sizi sevmesinin ve
se¢cmesinin nedeni obir halklardan daha kalabalik oldugunuzdan degil. Siz sayica
oblir halklardan azdiniz. Rab size sevgisini géstermek ve atalariniza ant icerek verdigi
soztii yerine getirmek icin giiclii eliyle sizi Misir’dan ¢ikardi; kdéle oldugunuz iilkeden,
Misir Firavunu’nun elinden sizi kurtardi” (Yasa'nin Tekrar1 7:6-8).

Yahudi tarihinde dénim noktasi niteligi tasiyan Hz. Musa ile yapilan Sina Ahdi, israil
soyunun kutsal bir halk olarak yiiceltilme siirecinin doruk noktasi kabul edilir. Nuh’tan
ishak’a kadar uzanan dénemde insanlik genel olarak “insan onuru” diisiincesi etrafinda
sekillenirken, Musa araciligiyla gerceklestirilen Sina Ahdi sonrasinda bu anlayis “israil
onuru” fikrine déniismistir (Yaman, 2016). Toplum psikolojisi agisindan bakildiginda,
tarih boyunca kolelige ve siirgiinlere maruz kalan bir halkin, diger uluslardan géremedigi
degeri Tann katinda bulma arzusu, donemin Yahudi din bilginlerinin kaleme aldigi
metinlere yansimistir. Bu metinlerde “irksal dstinliik” kavrami, psikolojik bir telafi ve
motivasyon unsuru olarak gelistirilmistir (Atci, 2022). Béylece Tanr tarafindan tim
insanhga bahsedilen “onur” kavrami, zamanla yalnizca israil soyuna 6zgu bir ayricaliga
donistirdlmistar.

Yaratilista bitin insanlara esit bicimde bahsedilen onur anlayisi, Yahudi teolojisinin
sonraki evrelerinde farkl bir yon almus; israil halki Tanr’nin seckin kavmi olarak
tanimlanirken, diger topluluklar ikinci derecede gorilmistiir. Kur’an-1 Kerim’de de
Yahudilerin  “UGmmilere” (yani Yahudi olmayanlara) karsi kendilerini yukimla
hissetmedikleri anlayisa sahip olduklari belirtiimis ve bu tutumun O&tekilere karsi
merhametsiz bir davranis bicimine déniistigi vurgulanmistir (Al-i imran, 3:75).



66 Ozcan Giingér

3.7. insan Onurunun Muhafazasi ve Ayrimcilik

Yahudilikte insan yasami ve onurunun korunmasi temel ilkeler arasinda yer alir. Tevrat,
insan kacirmayi 6lim cezasiyla yasaklayarak koélelige giden yolu kapatmaya calismis ve
bu kuruma genel olarak olumsuz bir bakis gelistirmistir. Bununla birlikte, Nuh’un oglu
Ham’in lanetlenmesi ve soyunun kolelige mahkim edilmesi yoniindeki ifadeler bu
anlayisin koékenine isaret eder (Tekvin 9:18, 25, 27). Ancak Tevrat, kolelik kurumunu
butiinuyle reddetmez; aksine, ibrahim, ishak ve Yakup’un kélelere ve cariyelere sahip
olduklari da metinlerde acikca belirtilir.

Tevrat, kolelik kurumunu kabul etmekle birlikte, koélelerin haklarini gézeten bazi kurallar
koymustur. Bu kurallar yalnizca israilogullar’na mensup kéleler icin gecerlidir. Yahudi
kolelerin hizmet slresi en fazla alti yil olup, yedinci yilda 6zgurliklerine kavusmalari
zorunludur. Ancak yabanci kéleler icin émiir boyu kélelik gecerlidir. israilogullar’ndan
biri borclarini 6deyemezse, en fazla alti yil siireyle kole olarak calisir ve yedinci yilda
serbest birakilir. Efendisi onu baska birine satmis olsa bile, altinci yilin sonunda
O0zgurliigine kavusur. Ayrica serbest birakilirken efendisi, koyun siiriistinden, tahilindan
ve sarabindan comertce pay vermekle yukimlidur (Cikis 21:2; Tesniye 15:12-15). Bunun
vaninda, koleler belirli bir bedel 6deyerek alti yil dolmadan da 6zgurliklerini satin
alabilirler (Levililer 25:47-54).

Tevrat’a gore, bir kisi mesru midafaa sirasinda birini 6ldiiriirse suclu sayilmaz; ancak
bu hakkin kétiye kullanilmamasi icin sinirlar konmustur. Ornegdin, gece vakti eve giren
bir hirsizin oldirilmesi durumunda ev sahibi sugsuz kabul edilirken, ayni olay giundiiz
yasanirsa 6ldiiren kisi sorumlu tutulur (Cikis 22:2-4). Bu hikiim, éldurilen kisinin 6zglr
bir birey olmasi durumunda gecerlidir. Buna karsilik, oldirilen kisi bir kdleyse, Tevrat
O0zgir bir insanin, 6zgiir olmayan birinin 6limi nedeniyle idam edilemeyecegini ifade
eder (Cikis 21:28-32).

Bu toplumsal diizen, Tanri’nin Yahudiler ile diger halklar arasinda yaptig: ilahi ayrim
tizerine temellendirilmistir. Tevrat, israilogullari’ni Tanri’nin “6zel ve kutsal halki” olarak
tanimlar; dolayisiyla Yahudi olmayanlara ve kolelere ayni hak ve ayricaliklari tanimaz. Bu
esitsizlik, sonraki dénemlerde Yahudi din alimleri tarafindan daha da sistematik hale
getirilmistir (Yaman, 2016).

3.8. insan Onurunun Taninmadi§i Vadedilmis Topraklar

israilogullari, sézde vadedilmis topraklarini ellerinden alan halklarin tamamen yok
edilmesi gerektigine inanir ve bu halklardan tek bir kisi bile sag kalmamalidir. "Ulu
Tanr’nin Musa’ya buyurdugu gibi" diismanin acimasizca yok edilmesini éngbren bu
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tasarinin tam olarak uygulanmasiyla sonuclanan yok etme savasi, cagdas okuyucuya ne
kadar acimasiz goriniirse gérinsin, israilogullari icin Tanr’nin yice iradesinin bir
sonucudur. Tanr, kesinlikle israil’i sevdigi icin, ibrahim’e vaat ettigi gibi, bu toprag:
miras olarak O’na sunmustur ve bu buylk litfun karsiliksiz olmasi mimkin degildir.
Yahudilere goére topraklarina el konulanlar, Kenanllarin asiri derecede vahsilesmis
suclari nedeniyle bunu hak etmislerdir ve bu, onlarin tamamen yok edilmesini hakl
cikarir (Yesu 24:13; Yesu 11:20).

Bu vaat meselesi, Kenan topraklari Gzerinde doganlarin Tevrat yasalari geregi isgalci
olarak kabul edilmesiyle ilgin¢ bir durumu ortaya cikarmistir. Burada doganlar isgalci
olarak kabul edilirken, burada dogmayan ibraniler/israilogullari/Yahudiler yasal mirasci
olarak nitelendirilmistir. Tevrat, bu topraklarin asil sahipleriyle savasmayi zorunlu
kilmakta ve onlarla herhangi bir anlasma yapmay yasaklamaktadir. Tevrat’a gore, bu
topraklarda bulunan her canli yok edilmelidir. Tanri, secilmis kavmini yasal mirasci ilan
ettigi ve "siit ve bal akan diyar" olarak tanimladigi bu kutsal topraklari, Musa’'nin halefi
Yesu’nun zamanina kadar ertelemistir (Glingor, 2024).

Tevrat, kutsal topraklara ulasmak icin her tirli yéntemi 6nermektedir ve israil’in
dismanlarina karsi terér uygulanmasini emretmektedir. Bu durum, o6zellikle
israilogullar’na vaat edilen kutsal topraklarda yasayan diger kavimler séz konusu
oldugunda daha da siddetli bir hal almaktadir. Tevrat’a gore, bu kavimlerin tiim canllari
acimasizca yok edilmeli ve nefes alan hicbir varlik birakilmamalidir. Bu kavimleri yok
etmek, Yahudiler icin bir tercih degil, bir zorunluluktur ve tarih boyunca bu hiikiim yerine
getirilmistir. Bu yaklasim, giinimizde de devam etmektedir. Ozellikle Amaleklilerle
savas zorunlulugu, Yahudiler icin ebedi bir durum olarak kabul edilmektedir. Yahudi
seriatina gore, Amaleklilerin kotiltklerini unutmamak ve koklerini tamamen yok edene
kadar onlarla savasmak, Tevrat’in 613 hikmiinden biridir (Maimonides, 1991). Yahudi
geleneginde, Amalekliler israil’in ebedi diismaninin sembolii olmustur ve Tanri’nin israil
ile ilgili planlarina engel teskil eden tiim kavimler Amalekliler olarak nitelendirilmistir,
bu nedenle onlarla savasmak Yahudiler icin bir zorunluluktur (Poliakov, 2003; Gilingor,
2024). Bu yluzden 2024 yilinda bolgede yasanan olaylarda, Yahudilerin acimasizligi ve
orantisiz giic kullaniminin teolojik mesruiyeti, kutsal kitaplarina dayandirilmaktadir.
Kendi inanc, ibadet ve etnik kimliklerini diger insanlar ve dinlerden Ustiin tutmaya
yonelik bu anlayis, kutsal referanslarla insa edilmistir ve bu, onlarin en belirgin
ozelliklerinden biridir (Glingor, 2024).
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3.9. Azinlik Gruplarin Seytanlastiriimasi ve Tehdit Algisi

insan onurunun yok edilmesi sirecinde, azinlik gruplar genellikle seytanlastirilir veya
toplumsal bir tehdit unsuru olarak gosterilir. Siyonist ideolojiye gore Yahudiler, “seytani”
olarak tanimlanan Filistinlilere karsi miicadele etmek lizere Tanri tarafindan 6zel bir
misyona cagrilmislardir (Sahin, 2019). Bu anlayis, dis grubun insanliktan ¢ikarilmasinin
acik bir yansimasidir. Yahudi inan¢ sisteminde yer alan “Goy” ya da “Goyim” kavrami,
kirli, glinahkar ve ahlaksiz anlamlarina gelir; bu sifatlar tarih boyunca Yahudi olmayan
bireyleri tanimlamak icin asagilayici bir bicimde kullanilmistir. Hatta Mezkit’e (2014)
gore, bir Goy erkek cocuk dogumundan dokuz yil bir giin sonra, bir Goy kiz cocuk ise
dogumundan g yil bir giin sonra “pis” kabul edilmistir.

Pappe’nin (2018) aktardigi lizere, 1948-1982 vyillari arasinda Filistinliler, Nazilerle
O0zdeslestirilerek sistematik bicimde seytanlastinlmistir. Bu “nazilestirme” ve
“seytanlastirma” sdylemi yalnizca Filistinlilerle sinirh kalmamis, zamanla tiim islam
diinyasina ve islam adina hareket eden kesimlere de yéneltilmistir (Reicher ve digerleri,
2008).

3.10. Gazze'nin Bir Acik Hava Hapishanesine Doniistliriilmesi

1967 yilinda israil’in Gazze ve diger Filistin topraklarini isgal etmesinin ardindan, bu
bolgelerde herhangi bir 6zerk yonetim mekanizmasi olusturulmamis, ydnetim tamamen
israil’in kontroliine birakilmistir. Bu topraklar, fiilen dev bir acik hava hapishanesine
doénustirilmis olup Gazze'ye giris ve cikislar bitiiniyle israil’in iznine bagl hale
gelmistir (United Nations, 2008; Davut, 2011). Ozerk yénetim gérinirde var olsa da, dis
iliskilerde tamamen israil isgal otoritesine bagimhdir ve giivenlik giicleri, isgalci israil
kuvvetlerine karsi herhangi bir savunma gerceklestirememektedir. Birlesmis Milletler’in
2007 yilina ait raporuna gore, Gazze’de yasayan halkin yaklasik yarisi ekmek, su ve
elektrik gibi en temel yasamsal ihtiyaclardan yoksundur. Gida, ila¢ ve diger insani
yardimlar, yalnizca israil’in izin verdigi élciide uluslararasi kuruluslar tarafindan bélgeye
ulastirilabilmektedir (United Nations, 2008). Filistin halki, kendi topraklarinda dislanmis
bir konuma disurilmis; 5 milyondan fazla Filistinli zorla goc¢ ettirilmis, evlerini ve
arazilerini terk etmek zorunda birakilmistir. israil’in uyguladigi baskinlar, yiiksek
vergiler, cezalar, keyfi tutuklamalar ve sirekli tehdit ortami, Filistinlilerin i¢c grubun
belirledigi sinirlarin disinda yasamalarini engellemek amaciyla kullanilan bir baski
aracina donusmdistir. Bu sistematik zuliim, yalnizca Siyonist israil devleti eliyle degil,
ayni zamanda devletin destegini alan Yahudi vyerlesimciler tarafindan da
surdirilmektedir. israil yénetiminin g6z yummasi sonucunda yerlesimciler, Filistinlilere
yonelik saldirilar diizenlemekte, onlarin evlerine, is yerlerine ve tarim arazilerine el
koymaktadir.
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Uluslararasi hukuku acik bicimde ihlal eden israil Givenlik Duvari, bu sistematik
ayrimciligin en belirgin sembollerinden biridir. Bu duvar, Filistin topraklarini birbirinden
kopuk kantonlara ayirarak Filistinlileri hem siyasi hem de cografi bir bitlinliikten yoksun
birakmistir (Giirsu, 2024). Ates’in (2011) belirttigi tzere, Gazze halkinin maruz kaldigi
toplu olumler, fiziksel ve psikolojik tahribatlar, uzun sireli abluka altinda yasamaya
mahkdm edilme durumu, planli bir soykirim stratejisinin unsurlarini olusturmaktadir.
Benzer bicimde Pappe (2018), israil’in Gazze Seridi’ni disaridan denetlenebilen ve
izlenebilen devasa bir cezaevine donistiirme amacinda oldugunu vurgular. Gazze’nin
actk hava hapishanesi haline getirilmesi, tarihsel olarak Yahudi ve Bosnak
soykirimlarinda kullanilan toplama kamplariyla biliylik olciide benzerlik tasimaktadir.
israil saldirilarinin ve ablukalarin zaman zaman kesintiye ugramasi, bu politikanin
tesadiifi degil, planh bir bicimde yirutialdiugiini gostermektedir.

israil’in Filistin’e ydnelik soykirim politikalarinin temelinde, “kutsal topraklarda” yeniden
mabet insa etme ve tarihsel israil Kraligi’'m kurma ideali yatmaktadir. Bu hedeflerin
onilindeki en buyik engel olarak gorilen Filistinli Miislimanlarin, yillardir abluka altinda
yasamalarina, achk ve susuzluk cekmelerine ragmen inanclarindan ve onurlu
duruslarindan vazgecmemeleri, Siyonist israillilerde “engellenme psikolojisi’ni
(frustrasyon) beslemektedir. Bu psikolojik durum, dis grubun olumlu 6zelliklerinin
gorulmesini engellerken, ayni zamanda i¢ grupta 6fke, kaygi ve saldirganlik duygularini
koriiklemekte; sonucta Filistinli Mislimanlarin birer kurban haline gelmesine vyol
acmaktadir (Gursu, 2022; Glrsu, 2024).

3.11. Dini ve Ahlaki Sapkinhk

Birlesmis Milletler'in 1948'de kabul ettigi Evrensel insan Haklari Beyannamesi'ne katki
saglayan Rene Samuel Cassin, insan haklari ve onuru temasinin Yahudiligin temel
kanunlarindan biri olan On Emir'den geldigini savunur. Cassin'e gore, Yahudilikte insan
hayati ve onuru temel konulardir. Yahudi inancinda, o6lim tehdidi altinda dabhi
kacinilmasi gereken g fiil vardir: sirk kosmak, insan 6ldirmek ve zina yapmak. Bu
yasaklar, insan hayatina ve onuruna verilen énemi gosterir (Cassin, 2015; Friedman,
2015). Ancak, bu dizenlemeler Yahudi dini ve etnik mensubiyeti temel alarak kendi
Uyeleri ile digerleri arasinda ayrim yapar. Bu nedenle, kurallarin gercek esitlik ve adaleti
temsil ettigi sdylenemez. Yahudiler, Tanri'nin “secilmis kullan” olarak kendilerini 6zel bir
konumda goérmislerdir ve bu 6zel statli, onlarin ahlaki faziletlerinden degil, Tanri'nin
onlara verdigi dissal bir onurdan kaynaklanir (Donnelly, 2007).

Tevrat'a gore, kasith olarak birini 6ldiren kisi, diyet 6deyerek 6liimden kurtulamaz. Bu,
katilin cani icin fidye 6ddenmesini yasaklayan ve ona acimama gerektigini emreden
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ayetlerle belirtilmistir (Sayilar 35:31; Tesniye 19:13). Bir kisi koélesini doverek 6limuine
sebep olursa, ceza alip almamasi kélenin ne zaman 6lecegine baglidir. Eger kole hemen
Oliirse adam cezalandirilir, ancak cezanin detaylar belirtilmez. Eger 6lim bir glin veya
daha uzun siire sonra gerceklesirse, ceza uygulanmaz ciinkii bu durum, kélenin
mulkiyetinde tasarruf hakki olarak degerlendirilir (Cikis 21:20-21).

israil Teo-Politiginin Sosyo-Psikolojik Boyutlari bashgi altinda burada siraladigimiz
sureclerin somut 6rnekleri olarak; Gazze'de yasanan soykirim sirasinda, israilli haham
ve siyasi lider Meir Mazuz, israil'in topyekdn ablukasi ve saldirilar altindaki Gazze
Seridi'ne insani yardim ulastirilmasina karsi cikarak, “nsanlarla udrasiyor olsaydik
Gazze'yve insani yardim génderirdik ama hayvanlarla ugrasiyoruz” seklinde beyanda
bulunmustur (Aksam, 2023).

Benzer bir yorum, israilli Savunma Bakani Yoav Gallant tarafindan dile getirilmis ve
"Insansi hayvanlarla savasiyoruz ve ona gore hareket edecegiz"(Aydemir, 2023) demistir.
Ayrica, israil ordusuna géniilli olarak katilan 95 yasindaki israilli Ezra Yachin, Filistinliler
icin katliam cagrisinda bulunarak,

“Onlarr bitirin ve geride kimseyi birakmayin. Onlarin anisini bile yok edin. Onlari,
ailelerini, annelerini, cocuklarini yok edin. Bu hayvanlar artik hayatta kalamaz. Bugiin
bir bahanemiz yok. Buradaki Araplar da bize saldirabilir. Silahi olan her Yahudi ¢ikip
onlari oldirmeli” ifadelerini kullanmistir (Uchilaltv, 2024).

3.12. Tehdit Algisi ve Dis Grubun Engellenmesi

Reicher ve calisma arkadaslarina gore, belirli topluluklarin ev sahibi toplum acisindan bir
tehdit unsuru olarak algilandigi durumlarda toplumsal catismalarin ortaya cikmasi
kacinilmaz hale gelir. Bu gruplarin tehlikeli goriilmesi, cogu zaman onlarin “dogal”
ozellikleriyle -06rnegin aptallik, saldirganlik ya da sapkinlik gibi niteliklerle-
iliskilendirilir; bu da tehdit algisini daha da giiclendirir (Reicher ve digerleri, 2008).
Tehdidin bir baska bigimi ise, “onlarin” bizim “degerlerimize”, “kiultirimiize” ve “yasam
tarzimiza” zarar verdigine dair algidir. Bu nedenle, bir toplumun neyi tehdit olarak
gordugi, kendi yasam bicimini hangi degerlere dayandirdigiyla dogrudan baglantihdir
(Reicher ve digerleri, 2008). Gazze’de yasanan soykirim sireci bu baglamda
degerlendirildiginde, Siyonist israil devleti acisindan “secilmis Yahudi milleti” ve bu
millete Tanri tarafindan vaat edilen “kutsal topraklar” onlarin kimligini ve yasam tarzini
sekillendiren unsurlardir. Ancak bu hedefin 6nlindeki en biyiik engel, genel anlamda
Filistin halki, 6zelde ise Gazzeli Mislimanlardir (Glingor, 2024; Glirsu, 2024).
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Tanah’a gore, israil halkinin diger toplumlarla olan iliskisi, tektanricilikla coktanricilik
arasindaki bir gerilim c¢ercevesinde ele alinir. Bu anlatimda, cevresi putperest
topluluklarla cevrili tektanrili bir milletin varligini siirdiirme miicadelesi 6n plandadir
(Gurkan, 2012). Bu baglamda Tanri’nin israilogullar’na verdigi Kenan diyarinda politeist
inanclara hicbir sekilde hosgériu gosterilmemistir. Tevrat’ta, israil halkinin Tanrr’yla
yaptigi ahde sadik kalmasini saglamak amaciyla Kenan topraklarinda yasayan yedi
putperest kavimle herhangi bir iliski kurulmasinin yasaklandigi ve bu kavimlerin
tamamen ortadan kaldiriimasi gerektigi agik¢a ifade edilmistir (Cikis 23:23-24; Tesniye
7:1-6; 20:16-18).

3.13. Grup ici Erdem ve Nefretin Yayillmasi

Grup ici erdemin vurgulanmasi, erdemli Yahudilere karsi yabanci ve tehdit olarak gorilen
Gazze halkina yonelik nefretin yayilmasini kolaylastirmakta ve Siyonistleri daha da
radikallestirmektedir. Bu durumda, Siyonistlerin Gazze'ye uyguladigi soykirim, ahlaki bir
asagilama olmaktan cikip, ahlaki bir gérev ve kutsal bir 6dev haline gelmektedir. "isgalci
verlesimcilerin buytk Yahudi kipasini takan bir askerin savasa gitmeden o©nce
meslektaslarini kutsamasi ve 'hepimiz kutsal askerleriz' demesi" bu i¢c grubun kendine
0zgi oldugunu gosteren kiicik bir ornektir (Kése, 2024). Ancak, bu benzersizlik ve
secilmislik inanci, diger irk ve inanclarn disladigi icin diinya genelinde antisemitizmin
artmasina neden olabilmektedir (Kip, 201 8).

Yahudilerdeki ic grup erdeminin temelinde, secilmislik inancinin 6nemli bir yer tuttugu
yukarida ifade edilmisti. Bu nedenle, Yahudiler kendilerini diger milletlerden Gstiin ve
farkli gorirler. Hatta Yahudi toplumu ve din bilginleri arasinda, yanlis inanclara ve koéti
amellere sahip olsalar bile, sadece Yahudi olduklari icin cehenneme gitmeyecekleri ve
Yahudi olmayanlarin cennete giremeyecedi inanci yaygindir. iddialarina gore Yahudilerin
temel inanclarinda yer alan ama tutmadiklar yedi ilke (putperestlikten kaginma,
kufurden kacinma, zinadan kacinma, adaleti saglamak icin adalet kurumlari olusturma,
kan dokmeme, hirsizlik yapmama, canli hayvandan et koparip yememe), onlarin diger
milletlerden daha erdemli oldugunu goéstermeyi amaclar (Ben-Shalom, 2013).

3.14. Din Adina Kutsallastirilan Kétiiliik

Tarih boyunca bircok ornek gostermektedir ki, kotulik eylemleri din adina
gerceklestirildiginde kutsal bir nitelik kazandirilarak mesru hale getirilebilmistir. Nitekim
israil’de bir hahamin, Araplara yénelik intihar saldirilarini Yahudi inancina uygun gérerek
bu tir eylemleri tesvik ettigi bilinmektedir. Benzer bicimde, Haham Meir Kahane
tarafindan kurulan ve Araplarin israil topraklarindan tamamen cikarilmasini savunan
Kach hareketine mensup Baruch Goldstein, Ramazan ayinda bir camiye saldirarak 29
kisinin 6limine, 150 kisinin ise yaralanmasina neden olmustur. Bu 6rnekler, Musevi
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inancinin nasil bir ideolojik mesrulastirma araci olarak kullanilabildigini acik¢a ortaya
koymaktadir (Kiicikcan, 2010).

Tevrat’a gore, insan kaninin doékiilmesi yasaktir; clinkii insan, Tanri’nin suretinde
yaratilmistir ve dokilen her kanin hesabi Tanri tarafindan sorulacaktir (Tekvin 9:5-6).
Ayni sekilde, Tevrat kan doékmenin llkeyi manevi olarak kirlettigini, bu kirliligin yalnizca
katilin kaninin akitilmasiyla temizlenebilecegini belirtir (Sayillar 35:33-34). Ayrica, bir
kisinin dismanini kendi elleriyle 6ldiirmesi veya bir kiralik katil tutmasi da yasaklanmis
ve bu davranis agir bicimde lanetlenmistir (Tesniye 27:25). Oldiirme yasaginin énemi,
Sina Dagr'nda Hz. Musa’ya verilen On Emir’in altinc emrinde “Oldiirmeyeceksin”
ifadesiyle agikca vurgulanmistir (Cikis 20:13; Tesniye 5:17). On Emir’in ilk bes maddesi
Tanri-insan iliskilerini, sonraki bes madde ise insanlar arasi iliskileri diizenler; bu ikinci
bolimin “6ldirmeyeceksin” buyruguyla baslamasi, yasamin kutsalligina verilen 6nemi
gosterir. Ancak bu vyasak, yalnizca Yahudiler arasindaki iliskiler icin gecerli kabul
edilmistir. Yahudi olmayanlar, yani “6tekiler”, insan degil hayvan olarak gorulmuistir.
Boylece bir Yahudi'nin “6teki’ni 6ldirmesi, yalnizca mesrulastiriimis bir koétuluk degil,
ayni zamanda dini bir gérev olarak sunulmustur.

4. insan Onurunu Ayaklar Altina Alan israil Pratikleri

israil yonetimi, Gazze'de gerceklestirdigi sinir 6tesi saldirilarla insanlik onurunu hice
saymistir. Bu saldirilar, bebekler, cocuklar ve kadinlar dahil olmak lzere bircok masum
sivili hedef almis, gazetecileri ve hastaneleri bombalamis ve biyik 6lim ve yikimlara
sebep olmustur. Bu eylemler, savas sucu niteliginde olup, sorumlu vyetkililerin
yargilanmasini gerektirmektedir (TRT Haber, 2023a; Anadolu Ajansi, 2023; Sabah, 2023;
BBC, 2023; Diinya Gazetesi, 2023). israil Enerji Bakani Yisrael Katz, Gazze'ye su akisini,
elektrik ve yakiti kesme talimati vererek durumu daha da kotilestirmistir (TRT Haber,
2023b). Bu sirecte Gazze’'deki El Sifa, ElI Ehli, El Kudis, El Rantisi Cocuk ve ElI Nasr
hastanelerine yapilan saldirilar bircok masum sivilin 6limiine yol agcmistir.

4.1. E§itim ve Dini Ozgiirliiklerin ihlali

israil, okullari bombalayarak egitim hakkini ihlal etmis, sivil konutlari hedef alarak
binlerce insanin o6limine neden olmustur. Ayrica, ibadet yerlerine saldirarak dini
ozgurlukleri kisitlamis ve milteci kamplarini bombalayarak savas sugu islemistir
(Diyanet Haber, 2023; Sarkul Evsat, 2023; CNN Turk, 2023). Yaral tasiyan konvoylari
bombalayan israil, fosfor bombasi kullanarak ve esirlere koétii muamele ederek
uluslararasi hukuk ve insan haklari kurallarini ihlal etmistir (Halk Tv, 2023; TRT Haber,
2023a; Medyascope, 2023). Ayrica, Gazze'nin yiyecek ve enerji kaynaklarini
bombalayarak aclik ve susuzluga neden olmus, temel ihtiyaclara erisimi engelleyerek
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insanlarin yasam kosullarini kotilestirmis ve kitlesel goce zorlamistir (World Socialist
Web Site, 2023; Sarkul Evsat, 2023; Sputnik Tirkiye, 2023).

4.2. BM ve ABD'nin israil’e Destegi

BM'nin etkisiz kalmasi ve ABD'nin Israil'e sartsiz destek vermesi de insanlik sucudur.
Avrupa’daki Yahudilere karsi islenen soykirimlara karsi duyulan kolektif sucluluk
psikolojisi bu destegin nedenlerinden biridir. ABD'nin terdr orgutlerini desteklemesi ve
bazi AB iilkelerinin israil'in savas suclarini destekleyen aciklamalari da bu durumu
pekistirmektedir (Euro News, 2023; Mepa News, 2023; Strasam, 2023; DW, 2023).
Misliman ulkeler, sanatcilar, bilim insanlari, sporcular, is insanlari, din adamlari,
gazeteciler ve kanaat dnderlerinin sessiz kalmalari da bu sucglari destekler niteliktedir.
Yardim araglarinin Gazze'ye sokulmasinin engellenmesi ve bebeklere yardim
ulastirilmamasi da insanlik sucudur (Yirmidort Tv, 2023; TRT Haber, 2024).

4.3. Akademik Ozgiirliiklerin Kisitlanmasi

7 Ekim sonrasi yasananlar, israil'in saldirganhgini diinya kamuoyuna bir kez daha
gostermistir. Gazze islam Universitesi'nin Rektorii Profesér Sofian Tayeh, ailesiyle
birlikte Jabalia Milteci Kampi'na diizenlenen saldirida hayatini  kaybetmistir.
Akademisyenler ve 6grenciler, israil’e karsi elestirilerde bulunmalari nedeniyle
antisemitizm suclamalariyla sindirilmeye calisiimakta ve konferanslari iptal edilmektedir
(Savasan, Turkdogan, Ceylan, Kavak, Rakipoglu ve Aydin, 2023). ABD'de bazi lniversite
rektorleri, antisemitizm konusunda yeterli 6nlem almadiklari gerekcesiyle istifa etmeye
zorlanmistir (Brooks, 2023; Luscombe, 2023).

4.4, Gazze’'deki Saldirlarin Gergek Etkisi

Khatib, McKee ve Yusuf (2024), Gazze'deki saldirilarin dolayli 6liimlere neden oldugunu
ve bu 6limlerin dogrudan 6liimlere gore 3 ila 15 kat daha fazla oldugunu vurguluyor.
Saglik kurumlarinin yoklugu, su, gida ve barinak eksiklikleri gibi faktorler, bu yuksek
dolayli 6lim oranlarina katkida bulunmaktadir. Makalede, bildirilen 37.369 dogrudan
olume karsilik, dort dolayli 6limle yapilan iyimser bir tahminle, saldirilar sonucunda
186.000'den fazla o6lim meydana gelebilecegini belirtiyorlar. 2022 vyili nifus
tahminlerine gore, bu sayl Gazze nifusunun %7,9'una denk geliyor. Calismada ateskes
saglanmaz ve saldirilar ayni yogunlukta devam ederse, 6lii sayisinin 6 Adustos'ta
58.260'a, salgin hastaliklar ve artan gerilim de dikkate alindiginda ise 85.750'ye
ulasabilecegi ongoriiliyor. Acil ateskese ve gerekli tibbi yardim, gida, su ve temel
ihtiyaclarin saglanmasina ihtiyac duyuldugu belirtiliyor. Ayrica yazarlar, Gazze'deki 6l
sayisinin ve yikimin hesaplanmasinin, gelecekte hesap verme, savasin yikiminin
boyutlarini belirleme, savas sonrasi iyilestirme, altyapinin yenilenmesi ve insani
yardimlar icin 6nemli oldugunu da vurguluyorlar.
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5. Sonug ve Gelecek

Dini veya politik gorisler ne olursa olsun, tiim insanhdin ortak sesi, bebeklerin ve
kadinlarin éldiriilmesine izin vermemelidir. israil’in teo-politiginin sonucunda ortaya
ctkan insan onurundaki zarar, yalnizca Gazze Seridi’nde degil, ayni zamanda tim
vicdanlarda caresizlik ve psikolojik travma olarak kendini gostermektedir. Bu travmalar,
radikal dislinceleri besleyebilir ve givenlik tehditlerini derinlestirerek siddeti daha
yapisal bir boyuta tasiyabilir. Bu durum, yerinden edilme tehdidiyle karsi karsiya kalan
insanlarin sayisini artirarak, yeni milteci krizleri ve insani felaketlerin ortaya ¢ikmasina
yol acabilir. Bu nedenle, israil’in eylemlerine agir yaptirimlar uygulanmali ve tiim zararlar
Filistinliler lehine tazmin edilmelidir. BM’nin yetersizliginin devam etmesi halinde,
uluslararasi baris ve diizenin sona ermesi kacinilmaz olacaktir. Béyle bir ortam, uzun
sureli diismanliklara sahip aktorler arasinda giivenlik ikilemini artirabilir ve bu aktoérlerin
kendi glivenliklerini saglama adina siddete basvurma egilimlerini besleyebilir. Amin
Maalouf’un Uygarliklarin Batisi kitabinda belirttigi gibi, Orta Dogu halklarinin israil ve
Bati destegiyle karartilan gelecekleri, Bati diinyasinin temsil ettigi degerleri sarsan buylk
bir uygarlik kaybina yol acmistir (Dogrul ve Unli, 2023).

Batili hiikiimetlerin israil’e verdikleri kosulsuz destek, Bati kamuoyunda ciddi bir tepki
ve Ofke dogurmustur. Ozellikle ABD oéncilugindeki demokratik rejimlerin, israil’in
Filistinlilere yonelik uyguladigi siddeti “insani yardim” soylemiyle mesrulastirmaya
calismasi, vicdan sahibi Batili bireylerde rahatsizlik yaratmaktadir. Londra, Berlin ve New
York gibi bircok sehirde diizenlenen Filistin yanlsi protestolar, yalnizca israil’e degil,
ayni zamanda bu politikayr destekleyen Batili siyasi elitlere de ydneliktir. israil’in
Gazze’de ylruttiglu askeri operasyonlar, Bati demokrasilerinin ikiyazliliginid aciga
ctkarmis; siyasetle toplum arasindaki derin ucurumu gozler 6niine sermistir.

Dini Siyonizm, israil-Filistin catismasinin temel dinamiklerinden biri olarak 6éne cikmistir.
Bu ideoloji, 0Ozellikle vyerlesim politikalarini mesrulastirarak Filistinlilere yonelik
dismanhgi derinlestirmistir. Ancak din, catismanin tek belirleyicisi degildir; israil
hilkimetinin politikalari tamamen dini referanslara dayanmaz. israil toplumu, din
konusunda oldukca parcali ve kutuplasmis bir yapiya sahip oldugundan, siyasi alanda
dini normlarin mutlak hakimiyetine izin vermez. Buna karsin, dini ve sekiiler unsurlari
harmanlayan Siyonist ideolojinin yapisi, siyasallasmis dini aktorlerin etkisine her zaman
acik olmustur (Baumgart, 2006).

Hunt (2008), kalici ve anlamli bir barisin tesis edilebilmesi icin Filistinlilere onurlu ve
saygili davranilmasi gerektigini vurgular. Ona gore, karsi tarafin dogustan sahip oldugu
insanhk onurunu tanimadan kurulan bir baris, gercek bir baris olamaz. Bu nedenle israil
acisindan baris ve birlikte yasama adina baska bir cikis yolu bulunmamaktadir.
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1947 yilinda Filistin kiyilarina ulasan bir gemideki Yahudi gocmenlerin tasidigi “Almanlar
ailelerimizi ve evlerimizi yok etti, siz de umutlarimizi yok etmeyin” yazili pankart, tarihsel
bir ironiyi gézler 6niine sermektedir. Zira kisa bir siire sonra bu géc¢cmenlerin, yerli
Filistinlileri zorla silah kullanarak siirmeleri veya oldiirmeleri, diinya kamuoyunun
aciklamakta zorlandigi trajik bir tabloyu ortaya cikarmistir. Bu topraklar tarihsel olarak
Filistinlilere aittir; dolayisiyla bolgeye iliskin anlatilarda Siyonist yerlesim ideolojisi
yerine, bu topraklarda yasayan halkin tarihsel siirekliligi vurgulanmahdir.

israil rejiminin gerceklestirdigi soykirim eylemlerini ve insan onurunu hice sayan
uygulamalari elestirmek, israil’in veya israilli Yahudilerin var olma hakkini reddetmek
anlamina gelmemelidir. Ancak israil’in insan haklari ihlallerinin ve uluslararasi hukuk
normlarini cigneyen tutumunun giderek daha gorinir hale gelmesine ragmen, Filistin
meselesi Avrupa’da hala son derece tartismalidir. Bu durum, 6zellikle Almanya gibi
Ulkelerde, somiirgecilik ve antisemitizm gibi Avrupa tarihinin iki derin ahlaki krizini
hatirlattigi icin hassasiyetle ele alinmaktadir. israil’in, tarih boyunca insan haklari sicili
sorunlu olan devletlerle is birligi yapmasi ise bu karmasayi daha da derinlestirmektedir.
Bu baglamda, yapilan elestiriler antisemitizm degil, daha cok antisiyonizm niteligi
tasimaktadir; c¢lnki Siyonist ideolojinin dayandigi diisiinsel yapi, dini ve irk¢i bir
Ustinlik anlayisini bir araya getirerek Yahudi olmayan insanin degerlerini yok etmeye
yonelmistir.

Tirkiye’nin, Guney Afrika Cumhuriyeti’nin israil’e karsi Uluslararasi Adalet Divani’nda
(UAD) actigi davaya mudahil olma karari almasi, siirece uluslararasi diizeyde énemli bir
katki saglamistir. Giiney Afrika, 29 Aralik 2023 tarihinde israil’i, Birlesmis Milletler
Soykirim Soézlesmesi’'ni ihlal etmekle suglayarak dava etmis ve Gazze’deki acil durum
nedeniyle ihtiyati tedbirler talep etmistir. Divan, 26 Ocak ve 28 Mart tarihlerinde bu
taleplere iliskin kararlar aciklamistir. Turkiye, Giney Afrika’nin davasini destekledigini
bildirerek, Divan’in aldigi ihtiyati tedbirlerin Israil tarafindan eksiksiz bicimde
uygulanmasi gerektigini vurgulamistir. Turkiye’nin bu sirece katilimi, uluslararasi hukuk
mekanizmalarina katki sunmayi hedeflemektedir. UAD’nin aldidi tedbir kararlari, israil’in
Soykirirm Sozlesmesi’ne aykiri uygulamalarini durdurmasini, Gazze’deki soykirim
cagrilarini 6nlemesini ve Filistinlilerin yasam kosullarini iyilestirecek insani yardimlarin
kesintisiz sekilde saglanmasini 6ngérmektedir (Anadolu Ajansi, 2024). Ayrica Mahkeme,
israil’in bu tedbirlerin uygulanmasina iliskin diizenli raporlar sunmasini da zorunlu
kilmistir.
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Oz: Bu calismada Tiirkiye’de “Filistin” ve “Gazze” anahtar kelimeleri iceren Egitim Bilimleri alaninda
yapilan lisansiistii tez calismalarinin gesitli degiskenlere goére analiz edilmesi amaclanmistir. Bu
amacla, YOK Ulusal Tez Merkezinde yayimlanan ve 1998-2024 yillari arasinda Egitim Bilimleri
alaninda yapilan yiksek lisans ve doktora tezlerinin tamami arastirma kapsaminda belirlenen
kriterler dogrultusunda incelenmistir. Tezler analiz edilirken, arastirma icin belirlenen kriterler
arasinda “lisansiistl diazey”, “arastirma yili”, “calisildiklari Gniversite”, “calisildiklari bilim dali”,
“konu alanlarr”, “yazildiklari dil” ve “yazarlarin cinsiyeti” gibi cesitli degiskenler esas alinmistir.
Analiz sireci, sistematik incelemeler ve meta-analizler i¢in tercih edilen raporlama o6gelerini
kapsayan PRISMA yonergeleri dogrultusunda planlanmistir. Bulgular, tezlerin %70'ini yliksek lisans
calismalarinin olusturdugunu, en yogun tretimin 2024 yilinda gerceklestigini, en fazla Necmettin
Erbakan Uiniversitesinin yayim yaptigini, en fazla yayim olan istanbul ve Ankara illeri oldugu ve dil
olarak Tirkce dilinde en fazla yayim yapildigina ulasiimistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Filistin, Gazze, Egitim Bilimleri, Lisansiistii Tezler, Sistematik inceleme, PRISMA

Abstract: In this study, it is aimed to analyze the postgraduate thesis studies in the field of
Educational Sciences in Turkey that contain the keywords “Palestine” and “Gaza” according to
various variables. For this purpose, all master's and doctoral theses published in YOK National
Thesis Center and conducted in the field of Educational Sciences between 1998 and 2024 were
examined in line with the criteria determined within the scope of the research. While analyzing the

”

theses, various variables such as ‘graduate level”, “year of research’, ‘university of study’,
“discipline of study’, “subject areas’, “language of writing” and “gender of the authors” were taken
as the criteria for the research. The analysis process was planned in line with PRISMA guidelines,

which cover the preferred reporting elements for systematic reviews and meta-analyses. The
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findings revealed that 70% of the theses were master's theses, the most intensive production
occurred in 2024, Necmettin Erbakan University published the most, Istanbul and Ankara
provinces had the highest number of publications, and Turkish was the language of most
publications.

Keywords. Palestine, Gaza, Educational Sciences, Graduate Theses, Systematic Review, PRISMA

1. Giris
Filistin, Antik Cag'dan giliniimiize kadar bulylk doénitsimler gecirmistir. Osmanl
imparatorlugu doéneminde bir sancak olarak yonetilen bélge, Birinci Diinya Savasi
sonrasinda ingiliz mandasi altina girmis ve bu durum Arap-Yahudi catismasinin temelini
atmistir.

1917 ile 1948 yillari arasinda Filistin'e Yahudi gociini tesvik eden ve destekleyen
ingilizler tarafindan sémiirgelestirildi, ta ki Yahudiler eski Filistin'i olusturan alanin
%79'unda kendileri icin egemen bir devlet kurmayi ve diinyanin dort bir yanindaki tlkeler
tarafindan taninmay basarana kadar (Saleh, 2022). 1948'de israil Devleti'nin
kurulmasiyla birlikte Filistinliler cesitli go¢ dalgalari ve savaslarla karsi karsiya kalmis,
bolge uluslararasi bir sorun haline gelmistir (Kimmerling ve Migdal, 2003).

Filistin'in siyasal yapisi, tarihsel olarak karmasik ve dinamik bir siirecten gec¢mistir.
1964'te kurulan Filistin Kurtulus Orguti (FKO), Filistinlilerin siyasal temsilcisi olarak 6ne
¢tkmis, 1993 Oslo Anlasmalar ile Filistin Ulusal Otoritesi kurulmustur (Sayigh, 1999).
Ancak, bolgede Hamas ve El Fetih gibi gruplar arasindaki siyasal bélunmiislik ve israil'in
askeri ve ekonomik politikalari, Filistin'in devletlesme siirecini zorlastimistir (Khalidi,
2020).

Filistin toplumu hem tarihsel mirasi hem de modern dénemde yasanan siyasal
gerilimlerin etkisi altinda cesitli sosyo-ekonomik zorluklarla karsi karsiya kalmistir.
Miultecilik sorunu, issizlik, egitim eksiklikleri ve altyapi problemleri Filistin toplumunun
gunlik yasamini sekillendiren temel unsurlar arasinda yer almaktadir (Tamari, 2008).
Ayni zamanda Filistinlilerin kiltiirel direnisi ve kimliklerini koruma cabalari, bélgedeki
toplumsal hareketlerin ve sivil toplum kuruluslarinin etkinligini artirmaktadir (Said,
1992a)
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Siyasi yonetim ve Hamas'in rolii bakimindan Gazze Seridi'nin yonetim yapisi, 2006
Filistin yasama secimlerinin ardindan kokli bir dontisiim gecirmistir. Hamas'in segimleri
kazanmasi ve 2007'de Gazze'deki kontroll ele gecirmesi, Filistin siyasetini "iki kutuplu"
bir yapiya bolmustir: Bati Seria'da FUO (Fetih partisi liderliginde), Gazze'de ise Hamas
(Roy, 2011). Hamas'in israil'e karsi silahli direnisi mesrulastiran séylemi, bolgedeki
catismalari kroniklestirirken, FUO'nun Oslo Anlasmalari (1993-1995) cercevesinde israil
ile sinirh is birligi politikasi uluslararasi toplum nezdinde taninirhk saglamistir (Khalidi,
2020).

Filistin topraklari s6z konusu oldugunda, isgal altindaki her toprakta oldugu gibi, yerli
halk ile isgalciler arasinda her zaman dusmanhk ve israil'in 6ldirme, yerinden etme,
tutuklama ve kutsal yerleri Yahudi yerlerine dénlstiirme politikalarina karsi direnis
olustu. Filistin halki her sekilde bu eylemlere karsi ¢ikmis, 1987 ve 2001 yillarinda bu
politikalara karsi iki ayaklanma patlak vermistir (Saleh, 2022). Gazze'nin silahli Filistin
direnis hareketlerinin kalesi oldugu dusinildigiinde, buradaki durum son derece
istikrarsizdir. Gazze, 2005 yilinda Bati Seria yonetiminden bagimsizligini kazanmasindan
bu yana bircok savas yasamis ve yasamaya devam etmektedir (Saleh, 2022). Bu savaslarin
en 6nemlileri 2006, 2009, 2012, 2014, 2021 ve su anda devam eden ve 2023 yilinda
baslayan savaslardir. Bu durum, yerel halk ile isgalci sémirgeci gli¢ arasinda bir catisma
oldugu fikriyle blylyen nesillerin ortaya citkmasina neden olmustur (Saleh, 2022).

israil ve Misir'in 2007'den beri sirdirdagi ablukanin insani etkileri baglaminda
bakildiginda Gazze'deki altyapinin ¢dkmesine, issizlik oranini %47'ye cikmasina ve
nifusun %80'inden fazlasini uluslararasi yardimlara bagimli hale gelmesine (World Bank,
2023) sebep olmustur. BM insan Haklari Konseyi, ablukanin "toplu cezalandirma" olarak
uluslararasi hukuku ihlal ettigini vurgulamistir (UNHRC, 2021). Tibbi malzeme eksikligi,
elektrik kesintileri ve temiz suya erisim sorunlari, cocuk oOlimlerinde artisa neden
olmustur (WHO, 2022).

Gazze Seridi, israil-Filistin catismasinin hem jeopolitik hem de sosyoekonomik
boyutlarini somutlastiran bir mikrokozmostur. Hamas'in direnis odakli yaklasimi,
FUO'nun diplomasi arayislari ve ablukanin vyarattigi insani felaket, bdlgedeki
¢6zumsuzligun sarmalini derinlestirmektedir. Bu baglamda, kalici barisin saglanmasi,
Filistin ic siyasetinin birlestirilmesi ve insani krizin acilen hafifletiimesini
gerektirmektedir.
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Filistin halkinin devam eden isgali, aci cekmelerine ve savaslara dogrudan katilmalarina
neden olarak bolgeyi hi¢c bitmeyen bir savas alanina donistlirmiustir (Saleh, 2022).
Filistin topraklarinin bir parcasi olan Gazze Seridi, Akdeniz kiyisinda yaklasik 365 km?'lik
bir alanda yer alir ve 2 milyondan fazla Filistinliye ev sahipligi yapar (UNOCHA, 2023).
Bélge, 1967'den 2005'e kadar israil isgali altinda kalmis, ancak 2007'den bu yana
Hamas'in fiili kontroliine girmistir. Bu durum, israil ve Misir'in uyguladigi kara, deniz ve
hava ablukasiyla birleserek derin bir insani krize yol acmistir (Amnesty International,
2022).

Filistin, tarih boyunca sirekli bir degisim ve donlsim icinde olmus, cesitli siyasal ve
toplumsal faktorlerin etkisiyle sekillenmistir. Devletlesme siireci, uluslararasi hukuk ve
diplomasi acisindan tartismalar yaratmaya devam etmektedir. Gelecekte, Filistin'in
bariscil ve surdirilebilir bir siyasal ¢oziim bulabilmesi icin bolge ici ve disi aktorlerin
diplomatik girisimleri belirleyici olacaktir (Pappé, 2017).

Calismada Turkiye’de Egitim Bilimleri alaninda yapilmis ve “Filistin” ile “Gazze” anahtar
kelimelerini iceren lisansustii ve doktora tezlerinin ¢gesitli degiskenler baglaminda analizi
gerceklestirme amacglanmaktadir.

2. Yontem

2.1. Arastirmanin Amaci ve Onemi

Bu calismada Tirkiye’de 1998-2024 yillari arasinda “Filistin” veya “Gazze” anahtar
kelimelerini iceren egitim bilimleri bolimi alaninda yapilmis lisansisti tezlerin cesitli
degiskenlere gore analiz edilmesi amaclanmaktadir. Mevcut tezlerin incelenmesi ile elde
edilen ¢ozumlemeler “Filistin”/“Gazze” hakkinda tarihsel gelisimi anlama ve giincel
egilimleri ortaya cikarma konusunda yol gosterici olacaktir. Ek olarak ele alinan
lisansustl tezlere iliskin ortak yonler ve genel egilimler ortaya koyulabilecektir.

Bu amacg baglaminda calismanin alt problemleri asagida verilmistir. Egitim bilimleri
alaninda “Filistin” veya “Gazze” anahtar kelimeleri iceren lisanslstl tezler;

1. Yayinlandigi tlire gére nasil bir dagihm géstermektedir?

2. Yayinlandiklari yillara gére nasil bir dagilim gostermektedir?

3. Yayinlandigi Universiteye gore nasil bir dagilim gostermektedir?

4. Yayinlandigi illere gore nasil bir dagilim goéstermektedir?

5. Yayinlandigi bilim dalina gore nasil bir dagilim goéstermektedir?
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6. Yayinlandigi dile gore nasil bir dagihm géstermektedir?
7. Kullanilan arastirma ydontemine gore nasil bir dagilim goéstermektedir?
8. Tercih edilen 6rneklem grubuna goére nasil bir dagilim gostermektedir?

Calismanin 6nemini su sekilde 6zetleyebiliriz: Bir zamanlar Osmanli Devleti’ne bagli
sonrasinda ise Turkiye Cumhuriyeti ile yakin baglari olan Filistin’e karsi akademik
camianin ne denli hassasiyet sahibi oldugu ele alinacaktir. Akademisyenlerin siyasi
endiseleri, mevki ve makam kaybetme korkulari kimi zaman istedikleri calismalari
yapmamasina neden olmakta; kimi zaman da icinde bulunduklari rahathiktan 6tiri bu
tarz konulara girme gereksinimi duymamaktadirlar. Bu calisma ile Tirkiye ve Filistin
arasindaki baglara akademisyenlerin ne denli hassasiyet/ilgi gosterdikleri de
gozlemlenebilecektir.

2.2.Yontem

Filistin veya Gazze anahtar kavramlarini ele alan egitim bilimleri alaninda 1998-2024
yillart arasindaki lisansiisti tezlerin incelenmesini hedefleyen bu calisma, sistematik
derleme yontemi cercevesinde kurgulanmistir.

Sistematik derleme; belirli bir konuda gerceklestirilmis arastirmalarin kapsamli ve detayl
bir sekilde taranarak, 6nceden belirlenmis dahil etme kriterleri dogrultusunda bulgularin
sentezlendigi ve konuya dair genis bir bakis acisi sunan bilimsel bir arastirma tartdar
(Aslan, 2018).

2.3. Veri Toplama Siireci
Calismaya dahil edilecek kriterler belirlenirken;
e 1998-2024 yillari arasinda “Gazze” ya da “Filistin” anahtar kavramlari iceren YOK
Ulusal Tez Merkezi’nde yayimlanmis olan yiiksek lisans ve doktora tezi olmasi,

e Calismanin Egitim Bilimleri alaninda yapilmis olmasi 6zellikleri aranmistir.

Arastirmada oncelikle veri toplama aracinda yer alan inceleme kriterleri gelistirilerek
belirlenen kriterler dogrultusunda “Tez inceleme Formu” olusturulmustur. Tez inceleme
kriterleri Sekil 1’de sunulmustur.
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= Anahtar Kelime

— Tar
— Yil
Tez inceleme .

W  (niversite

— Bilim Dall

— Yontem

Sekil 1. Calismaya Ait Sistematik Derleme Asamalarina iliskin Bilgi Akisi

Calisma kapsamindaki her bir tez, Sekil 1 ’de verilen “Tez inceleme Kriterleri” dikkate
alinarak incelenmis ve arastirmada gelistirilen “Tez inceleme Formuna” kaydedilmistir.
Veri toplama slirecinde;
1. Tuarkiye’de 1998-2024 vyillar arasinda Egitim Bilimleri alanina kaynaklik eden
tim lisansistu tezlerin YOK Ulusal Tez Merkezi'ne kaydedildigi,
2. Tezlere iliskin bilgilerin (yil, tiniversite, bilim dal, tir, desen vb.) tez yazarlari ya
da ilgili enstiti gorevlileri tarafindan yapilan kontrollerin hatasiz yapildigi
varsayilmistir.

Bu calisma kapsaminda YOK Ulusal Tez Merkezi veri tabanina “Filistin” veya “Gazze”
seklinde anahtar kavramlar girilmis ve 1987-2024 yillar1 arasinda yayimlanan 1123 tez
oldugu goriilmustir. Sonrasinda ise konu kismi egitim olarak secilmis ve en erken 1998,
en yeni 2024 yilina ait 20 tez oldugu gézlemlenmistir.

Bu baglamda, analiz sireci, sistematik incelemeler ve meta-analizler icin tercih edilen
raporlama dgelerini kapsayan PRISMA yonergeleri dogrultusunda planlanmistir (Moher,
Liberati, Tetzlaff, Altman, the PRISMA Group, 2009) ve Sekil 2.’de gosterilmistir. PRISMA;
tanimlama (tespit etme), tarama, uygunluk degerlendirmesi ve dahil etme olarak dort
temel asamaya dayanmaktadir.
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eri Tabam taramasiyla tespit edilen kayitlar (n=1123)

Hari¢ Tutulan kayitlar
bl Taranan Kayitlar (n=1123) o
b Aragtirma alanmi kriteri (n=1103 )

Harig Tutulan kayitlar (n=1103 )

Dahil edi

kayitlar (n=20)

Dahil Etme

Sekil 2. Calismaya Dahil Edilen Tezlerin Akis Semasi

2.4. Veri Analizi

Verilerin analizinde, YOK Ulusal Tez Merkezi veri tabaninda yer alan ilgili tuim tez
calismalari, Microsoft Excel calisma sayfasinda her bir situna bir veri gelecek sekilde
diizenlenmistir. Bu diizenleme kapsaminda; arastirmacilarin ismi, cinsiyeti, tezin yazim
dili, yayimlandigi tniversite, bagh oldugu ana bilim dali ve bilim dali, yili ve tiir(i gibi
bilgiler her bir tez icin ayri bir satira islenmistir. Elde edilen veriler, bu kategoriler
dogrultusunda siniflandirilmis, tablolar halinde organize edilmis ve analiz edilmistir.
Analizler sonucunda, verilerin frekans ve yizdelik degerleri hesaplanarak veri analizleri
tamamlanmistir. Yiuksek lisans ve doktora tezlerinin (niversitelere gore dagilimi
incelenirken, en fazla tez lretilen lniversiteden baslanarak ilk 15 siradaki Universite
listelenmis, geri kalan universiteler ise "diger" kategorisi altinda kodlanmistir.

2.5. inandiricilik ve Teyit Edilebilirlik

Mevcut calismada bulgular detayl bir sekilde ele alinmis, tez inceleme kriterlerine gére
tablolara islenmis ve tutarli yontemler kullanilmaya gayret edilmistir. Ayni zamanda
miimkin oldugunca ayrintili betimleme yapilmis ve sinirlar net bir sekilde ifade
edilmistir. Bulgular bélimiinde ise tablolarda yer alan verilerin birbirleri ile tutarh ve
destekleyici olmasi elde edilen bilgilerin dogrulugunu tekrar ispat etmistir.

2.6. Etik Konular

Calismadaki veriler kamuya acik olan YOK Ulusal Tez Merkezinden elde edilmis ve
arastirmaci verilerin toplanmasi ve kullanimina iliskin etik hassasiyet gostermistir. Ayrica
calismanin biutininde detaylh bilgilere yer verilmistir.
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3. Bulgular

Bu boélimde 1998-2024 yillarni araliginda, YOK Tez Merkezi ulusal veri tabaninda
indekslenen ve egitim bilimleri alaninda yer alan “Filistin” veya “Gazze” anahtar
kavramlari iceren lisansistl tez ¢calismalarina iliskin bulgulara yer verilmis ve elde edilen
bulgular tablo ve grafikler esliginde sunulmustur.

3.1. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Tiirlerine Gére Dagilimlan
Bu kisimda lisansusti tezlerin turlerine gore nasil dagilim goésterdikleri yer almaktadir.

Tablo 1. Lisansiistl Tezlerin Tiirlerine Gére Dagilimlan

Tezin Turi f %
Yiiksek Lisans 14 70,00 %
Doktora 6 30,00 %
Toplam 20 100,00 %

Tablo 1.’e bakildiginda calisma kapsaminda Tirkiye’de yayimlanan tezlerin yaridan
fazlasinin (f=14) yiiksek lisans tezlerinden olustugu anlasiimaktadir. 1998-2024 yillari
arasinda “Filistin” veya “Gazze” anahtar kelimesi ile Uretilen toplam 20 tezin, %70.00’i
yluksek lisans tezi, %30,00’u ise doktora tezi oldugu gorulmektedir.

3.2. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Yillara Gére Dagilimlar
Bu kisimda lisansusti tezlerin yillarina gore nasil dagilim gésterdikleri yer almaktadir.

Sekil 3. Lisansistii Tezlerin Yayim Yillarina Gére Dagilimlar



“Filistin” ve “Gazze” Kavramlari iceren Egitim Bilimleri Alanindaki Lisansiistii Tezlerin Sistematik Analizi 91

Sekil 3. incelendiginde, mevcut calisma kapsaminda ele alinan tezlerin artan bir ivme
seklinde oldugu anlasiimaktadir. Yiksek lisans tezlerinin 1998 yili haric, diger tim
yillarda yapildigi; doktora tezlerinin ise sadece 1998, 2018, 2023 ve 2024 yillarinda
yapildigi gorilmektedir.

3.3. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Yayimlandigi Universitelere Gére Dagihimlari
Bu kisimda lisansisti tezlerin yayimlandigr (niversitelere goére nasil dagilim
gosterdikleri yer almaktadir.

Sekil 4. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Yayimlandigi Universitelere Gére Dagilimi

Sekil 4. incelendiginde lisansiisti tezlerin yayimlandigi Universitelere gore tez
yogunlugunun belirli Universitelerde toplandigi anlasiimaktadir. Necmettin Erbakan
Universitesi 4 tez ile en yiksek yayimlama oranina sahipken, onu 3 tezle Marmara
Universitesi ve 2'ser tezle Gazi Universitesi ile Anadolu Universitesi takip etmektedir.
Orta Dogu Teknik Universitesi, istanbul Bilgi Universitesi, Hacettepe Universitesi gibi
koklh Gniversitelerde ise yalnizca birer tez yayimlanmistir. Ayrica Tirkiye’nin bir diger
koklu Universitesi olan istanbul Universitesi’nden konuya iliskin herhangi bir tez
yayimlanmamasi da sasirtici bir durum olarak géze carpmaktadir.

3.4. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Yayimlandidi illere Gére Dagilimlari

Bu kisimda lisansustii tezlerin yayimlandigi illere gore nasil dagihhm gosterdikleri yer
almaktadir.
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Sekil 5. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Yayimlandidi illere Gére Dagilimi

Sekil 5.e bakildiginda, Ankara ve istanbul illeri 5’er tez ile en fazla tez yayimlanan
sehirler olarak 6ne cikmaktadir. Bu iki ilin ardindan Konya 4 tez ile 6énemli bir katki
saglamaktadir. Eskisehir 2 tez onu takip ederken, Karabiik, Zonguldak, Usak ve Samsun
gibi sehirlerinde ise yalnizca birer tez yayimlanmistir. Konu ile ilgili tez sayilarinin biiyik
illerde daha fazla olmasi, nicel olarak daha fazla niifusa ve liniversiteye sahip olmasindan
kaynaklandigi diisinilmektedir.

3.5. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Yirataldikleri Alanlara Gére Dagilimi
Bu kisimda lisansusti tezlerin yaritiildikleri alanlara gore nasil dagilim gosterdikleri yer
almaktadir.
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Tablo 2. Lisansistil Tezlerin Ydratildikleri Alanlara Gore Dagilimlan
Yil Tez Tari

Doktora Egitim Yonetimi Bilim Dali

Lisansuistii Tezlerin Ydritildukleri Alanlara Gére Dagilhimi

Doktora Zihin Engelliler Egitimi Bilim Dal

2024

Yuksek Lisans Din Egitimi Bilim Dali

Yuksek Lisans Egitim Teknolojileri Ana Bilim Dah

Doktora Egitim Programlari ve Ogretim Bilim Dal
2023 Doktora

Egitim Programlari ve Ogretim Bilim Dali

Yiuksek Lisans Egitim Yonetimi Bilim Dali

Yiuksek Lisans Sosyoloji Bilim Dah

2022 Yiksek Lisans Aktiierya ve Risk Yonetimi Ana Bilim Dali
Yiksek Lisans Yonetim Bilisim Sistemleri Ana Bilim Dal
2021 Yiuksek Lisans Psikolojik Danisma ve Rehberlik Ana Bilim Dali
Yiuksek Lisans Turkge Egitimi Ana Bilim Dali
2019 Yiksek Lisans Egitim Yonetimi Bilim Dali
Yiiksek Lisans Ozel Egitim Ana Bilim Dali
Yiuksek Lisans Turkge Egitimi Bilim Dah
2018 Yiuksek Lisans Egitim Bilimleri Ana Bilim Dali

Doktora Rehberlik ve Psikolojik Danismanlik Bilim Dali
2015 Yuksek Lisans
2007 | Yuksek Lisans
1998 Doktora

Orta6gretim Matematik Ogretimi Bilim Dali

Sosyal Bilimler Enstitlisu

Egitim Bilimleri Ana Bilim Dali

Tablo 2.’ye bakildiginda lisansusti tezlerin yillara ve ydratildikleri alanlara gore
dagilimini gérilmektedir. Buna gore, Egitim Yonetimi Bilim Dali ve Egitim Programlari ve
Ogretim Bilim Dali, 6zellikle son yillarda hem doktora hem de yiiksek lisans diizeyinde
one c¢ikan alanlardir. 2024 yilinda Zihin Engelliler Egitimi, Din Egitimi ve Egitim
Teknolojileri gibi farkli disiplinlerde yiriitiilen tezler, alan cesitliliginin arttigini ortaya
koymaktadir. 2023 yilinda Egitim Programlari ve Ogretim Bilim Dali’nda iki doktora tezi
yuriutiulmesi, bu alandaki akademik ilgiyi gostermektedir. 2022 ve 2021 yillarinda, daha
disiplinler arasi yaklasimlar éne ¢ikmis; Sosyoloji, Aktiierya ve Risk Yonetimi, Yonetim
Bilisim Sistemleri gibi farkl sosyal bilim alanlarinda tezler yapilmistir. Bu durum, egitim
bilimlerinin sosyal bilimlerle olan etkilesimini ve cok disiplinli yaklasimlarin artisini
gostermektedir.

3.6. Lisansiistil Tezlerin Yayimlandigi Dillere Gére Gére Dagilimlari
Bu kisimda lisanststi tezlerin yayimlandigi dillere goére nasil dagilim gosterdikleri yer
almaktadir.
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Tablo 3. Lisansiistil Tezlerin Yayimlandigi Dillere Gére Dagilimlan
Dil Yiiksek Lisans (f) % Doktora (f) %
Tirkce 10 71,42 5 83,33
ingilizce 4 28,58 1 16,67
Toplam 14 100,00 6 100,00

Tablo 3. incelendiginde tezlerin bluyik ¢ogunlugunun Tiirkce yazildigr anlasiimaktadir.
Yiiksek lisans tezlerinin %71,42'si (10 tez) ve doktora tezlerinin %83,33'( (5 tez) Tirkce
olarak hazirlandigi buna karsilik, ingilizce yazilan tezler yiiksek lisansta %28,58 (4 tez),
doktorada ise yalnizca %16,67 (1 tez) oraninda oldugu goérillmektedir. ingilizce yazilan
tezlerin yiksek lisansta olmasi ayri bir ilgi cekici nokta olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

3.7. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Arastirma Yontemlerine Gére Dagilimlari

Bu kisimda lisansisti tezlerin arastirma yéntemlerine gore nasil dagilim gosterdikleri
ele alinmistir. Tabloda yer alan yontem isimleri tezlerdeki kullanildiklari nasil ise o
sekilde yazilmistir.

Tablo 4. Lisansistii Tezlerin Arastirma Yéntemlerine Gére Dagilimlari

Yil Tez Tira Lisansiistii Tezlerin Arastirma Yéntemlerine Gére Dagilimlari
Doktora iliskisel Tarama Modeli
2024 Doktora Fenomenoloji Arastirma Yontemi
Yiksek Lisans Durum Calismasi
Yilksek Lisans Dokiiman incelemesi
Doktora Dokiiman incelemesi
2023 Doktora Betimsel Tarama Modeli
Yuksek Lisans Betimsel Tarama Modeli
Yilksek Lisans Nitel Arastirma Yontemi
2022 Yilksek Lisans Nicel Yontem
Yiksek Lisans Test Teknigi
2021 Yiksek Lisans Korelasyonel Arastirma Yontemi
Yiuksek Lisans Nitel Gorisme Modeli
Yiksek Lisans Dokiman Analizi
2019 Yiksek Lisans Tarama Modeli
Yiksek Lisans Tarama Modeli yaklasimi
2018 Yilksek Lisans Nitel Amach Orneklem Teknigi
Doktora Iﬁarma Yoéntem (Temel Yorumlayici Desen + Cok Asamali Rastlantisal Kiime
Ornekleme Yontemi)
2015 Yiksek Lisans Nicel Tarama Yontemi
2007 Yiksek Lisans Karma Yontem (Gériisme Teknigi + Temel Nicel Arastirma Yontemi)
1998 Doktora Yari Nitel Deseni
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3.8. Lisansiisti tezlerin 6rneklem secimlerine gore dagilimlari
Bu kisimda lisansusti tezlerin 6rneklem gruplarina gore nasil dagilim gosterdikleri yer

almaktadir.

Tablo 5. Lisansiistii Tezlerin Orneklem Gruplarina Gére Dagilimlari

yil Tez Turd Lisansiistii Tezlerin Orneklem Gruplarina Gére Dagilimlar
Doktora Gazze Seridi’ndeki 4716 lise 6grencisi
Doktora Ankara ilindeki Suriyeli miltecilerden olusan 9 6gretmen
2024
Yiksek Lisans Kudis konulu 10 resimli cocuk kitabi
Yiksek Lisans Kudis’te calisan 6gretmen ve egitim liderleri
Doktora Filistin Egitim ve Yiksekdgretim Bakanlgi’ndan alinan belgeler
Filistin’de yer alan Gazze Seridi Valiliklerindeki devlet okullarindaki 4. siniflarda
2023 Doktora . L
derse giren 248 6gretmen
Yiksek Lisans Devlet ortaokullarinda gorev yapan 275 okul mudiri
Yiuksek Lisans Filistinli 15 Gniversite 6grencisi
2022 ;
Yiuksek Lisans El-Kudis Universitesi’nde ¢alisan akademik ve idari 1420 kisi
Yiksek Lisans Filistin Gazze sehrinde egitim géren, 16 siniftan toplam 560 lise 6grencisi
2021 Yiksek Lisans israil vatandasi olan, israil’de yasayan 234 Arab Filistinliler
. . El-Kudiis Universitesi’nde Tiirkce’yi yabanci dil olarak égrenen 60 iinversite
Yiksek Lisans s .
ogrencisi
. . Filistin Yiiksekdgretim Sistemine iliskin mevzuat, rapor, degerlendirme,
Yiuksek Lisans L
2019 istatistikler
Yiksek Lisans Gazze’deki 6zel egitim merkezinde gorev yapan 100 zihinsel engelli 6gretmen
Yiksek Lisans 41 Yabanci uyruklu Gniversite 6grencisi
2018 Yiksek Lisans 22 Lisansistu ogrencisi
5 okul yoneticisi, 5 psikolojik danisman, 10 6gretmen- Filistin Bati Seria’daki
Doktora L .
827 lise 6grencisi
2015 Yiksek Lisans 100 lisansistl 6gretmen adayi
2007 Yiiksek Lisans 15 6grenci, 5 profesoér - 133 dokiiman
1998 Doktora Ust diizey lniversite ydneticileri

4. Tartisma, Sonuc ve Oneriler
Bu calismada, Turkiye'de Egitim Bilimleri alaninda yapilmis ve “Filistin” ile “Gazze”

anahtar
baglaminda analizi gerceklestirilmistir.

kelimelerini

iceren

lisanslistii ve doktora tezlerinin cesitli degiskenler

Elde edilen bulgular, calismanin kapsami

cercevesinde bazi 6nemli egilimleri ve akademik ilgiyi ortaya koymaktadir.
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Oncelikle, tezlerin %70’inin yiiksek lisans diizeyinde oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu durum,
ilgili konularin akademik arastirmalarda daha cok ylksek lisans seviyesinde ele
alindigini, doktora diizeyinde ise gérece daha az calisildigini géstermektedir (Yildirim ve
Simsek, 2021). Bunun nedenleri arasinda, doktora tezlerinin genellikle daha genis
kapsamli ve derinlemesine analizler icermesi gerektiginden dolay: arastirmacilarin farkl
konu alanlarina yonelmesi gosterilebilir. Gelecekte, bu alandaki doktora tez sayisinin
artirilmasi, konunun akademik literatiirde daha derinlikli incelenmesini saglayabilir
(Creswell, 2014).

Arastirma bulgulari, en yodun tez Jlretiminin 2024 yilinda gerceklestigini
gostermektedir. Bu artis, Filistin ve Gazze konularina yonelik akademik ilginin son
yillarda arttigini ve giincel gelismelerin akademik calismalara yansidigini ortaya
koymaktadir (Said, 1994). Ozellikle bélgedeki olaylarin diinya genelinde oldugu gibi
Turkiye’de de akademik alanda yanki bulmasi, arastirma egilimlerini sekillendiren
onemli bir unsur olarak degerlendirilebilir (Chomsky, 2010).

Universiteler diizeyinde yapilan analizde, en fazla calismanin Necmettin Erbakan
Universitesi tarafindan uretildigi goriilmektedir. Bu durum, ilgili tiniversitenin bu konuya
akademik olarak daha fazla egildigini ve ilgili alanda ¢alisan akademisyenlerin varligini
isaret etmektedir. Universitelerin akademik odak noktalari, binyelerindeki
akademisyenlerin arastirma ilgi alanlarina ve bilimsel tesvik politikalarina bagh olarak
degisiklik gosterebilmektedir (Altbach, 2004). Dolayisiyla, farkh Gniversitelerde bu
konulara yonelik akademik ilginin artiriimasi adina daha fazla akademik destek ve tesvik
saglanmasi faydal olabilir.

Cografi dagilim acisindan incelendiginde, en fazla yayimin istanbul ve Ankara illerinde
yapildigr belirlenmistir. Bu sonucg, akademik Uretimde metropol (Universitelerinin
hakimiyetini ortaya koymaktadir (Karasar, 2020). Tirkiye’'deki akademik calismalarin
bliylik sehirlerde yodunlasmasi, arastirma olanaklarinin ve akademik kadrolarin bu
bolgelerde daha genis kapsamli olmasindan kaynaklanabilir. Anadolu’daki diger
Universitelerde de bu alanda arastirmalarin tesvik edilmesi, konunun daha genis bir
akademik tabana yayilmasini saglayacaktir (Trow, 1973).

Dil tercihleri acisindan yapilan inceleme, tezlerin bliylk bir cogunlugunun Tirkge olarak
yazildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu durum, konunun yerel akademik camiada daha fazla
ilgi gordiguni gostermektedir. Ancak, uluslararasi akademik camiayla daha fazla
etkilesim saglanmasi adina ingilizce ve diger yabanci dillerde yapilan calismalarin
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artirllmasi 6nem arz etmektedir (Swales, 1990). Bu baglamda, uluslararasi akademik
degisim programlarinin tesvik edilmesi ve yurt disindaki tniversitelerle ortak projelerin
gelistirilmesi ©nerilmektedir. Ayrica, Erasmus+ ve benzeri programlar araciligiyla
arastirmacilarin farkli akademik ortamlarla etkilesim kurmalari saglanabilir. Bu tiir is
birlikleri, Turkiye’deki akademik tretimin uluslararasi diizeyde daha fazla gériinurlik
kazanmasina katkida bulunacaktir. Boylece, Tiirkiye'de (retilen akademik bilginin
uluslararasi diizeyde daha fazla gorinurlik kazanmasi ve kiiresel akademik tartismalara
katki saglamasi mimkiin olacaktir.

Genel olarak degerlendirildiginde, Filistin ve Gazze konularina yoénelik lisansisti
akademik calismalarin Tirkiye’de belirli Universiteler ve bilyliksehir merkezlerinde
yogunlastigi, yiksek lisans diizeyinde daha fazla calisildigi ve arastirmalarin cogunlukla
Tirkce olarak uretildigi goriulmektedir. Bu bulgular dogrultusunda, ilgili konularin daha
genis bir akademik cercevede ele alinmasi icin doktora diizeyindeki arastirmalarin tesvik
edilmesi, Anadolu’daki lniversitelerde akademik tretimin artirilmasi ve ingilizce yayin
vapma kapasitesinin gelistirilmesi onerilmektedir. Ayrica, akademik politikalar
kapsaminda Filistin ve Gazze temali arastirmalara yonelik fon saglanmasi ve akademik
tesviklerin artirilmasi, bu alandaki bilimsel cesitliligi ve etki alanini genisletebilir.
Gelecekte, doktora seviyesindeki calismalarin artirilmasi, farkli Gniversitelerde bu
konuya yénelik akademik tesviklerin saglanmasi ve ingilizce yayinlarin tesvik edilmesi,
konunun daha genis bir akademik perspektifle ele alinmasini saglayabilir (Bourdieu,
1988). Bu dogdrultuda, ilgili alanda yapilan calismalarin nitelik ve nicelik acisindan
gelistirilmesi, Turkiye'deki akademik camianin bu kiiresel meseleye katkisini artiracaktir.

4.1. Gelecek Arastirmalar icin Oneriler

e Disiplinlerarasi Calismalarin Tesvik Edilmesi: Egitim bilimleri ile uluslararasi
iliskiler, siyaset bilimi ve sosyoloji gibi alanlarin kesisiminde daha fazla calisma
yapilmasi, konunun farkh perspektiflerden ele alinmasini saglayacaktir.

o Doktora Tezlerinin Artirlmasi: Bu alandaki doktora diizeyindeki calismalarin
tesvik edilmesi, konunun daha derinlemesine analiz edilmesine katki saglayabilir.

o Uluslararasi isbirliklerinin Giiclendirilmesi: Yurt disindaki Universiteler ve
arastirma merkezleriyle ortak projeler gelistirilerek, konunun kiiresel baglamda
ele alinmasi saglanabilir.

e Ingilizce Yayinlarin Artinlmasi: Tirkiye’de yapilan calismalarin uluslararasi
akademik camiaya daha fazla ulasabilmesi icin ingilizce makaleler ve kitap
bolimlerinin tesvik edilmesi 6nemlidir.
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e Veri Tabanlarinin ve Kaynaklarin Genisletilmesi. Calismalarin daha kapsamli veri
setleri ile desteklenmesi ve genis Olcekli meta-analizlerin yapilmasi
Onerilmektedir.

e Uygulamali Arastirmalarin Artirilmasi: Egitimde Gazze ve Filistin konularinin
miifredatlara entegrasyonu ve 6gretim materyallerinin gelistirilmesine yonelik
uygulamali arastirmalar yapilmahdir.
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Oz: Gazze’de siiregelen soykirim ve etnik temizlik cocuklar ciddi insani ve psikososyal krizlerle
karsi karsiya birakmaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, Gazze’de ¢ocuklarin maruz kaldigi hak ihlallerini sosyal
hizmet odaginda ele alarak, uluslararasi hukukun, insani yardim mekanizmalarinin ve sosyal
hizmet uygulamalarinin roliinii incelemektedir. Fiziksel glivenliklerinin yani sira egitim, saglik ve
psikososyal destek gibi temel haklar da ihlal edilen cocuklarin ruh sagligina yonelik geri donisi
olmayan etkiler birakan soykirim ve etnik temizlik gélgesinde ¢ocuklarin yasadigi travmalar; cocuk
haklarinin ihlali, temel ihtiyaclara erisim eksikligi ve uluslararasi toplumun sirece verdigi tepkiler
odaginda ele alinmaktadir. Ayrica ¢alismada, sosyal hizmet disiplininin kriz ydnetiminde ve travma
sonrasi rehabilitasyon evresinde oynayabilecegi roller degerlendirilmektedir. Cocuklarin biyik bir
kisminin etnik temizlik ve savas travmalarina bagli yasadigi psikolojik ve duygusal sorunlarin
asilmasi icin uluslararasi kuruluslarin ve yerel aktorlerin is birligi icinde cocuklarin haklarini
korumaya yoénelik daha etkin sosyal hizmet miidahalesinde bulunulmasi gerektigi savunulmakta
ve bu dogrultuda sosyal hizmetler araciligiyla uzun vadeli sirdurilebilir cozimler Gretilmesi
konusunda énerilerde bulunulmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Gazze, Cocuk Haklari, Soykirim, Sosyal Hizmet Midahalesi

Abstract: The ongoing genocide and ethnic cleansing in Gaza are leaving children facing serious
humanitarian and psychosocial crises. This study examines the role of international law,
humanitarian aid mechanisms and social work practices in addressing the rights violations that
children in Gaza are subjected to from a social services perspective. The genocide and ethnic
cleansing leave irreversible effects on the mental health of children, whose physical security and
fundamental rights to education, health and psychosocial support are violated. The study also
addresses the lack of access to basic needs and the violation of children’s rights. The responses
of the international community to these issues are also addressed. Furthermore, the study
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evaluates the role that social work can play in crisis management and the post-traumatic
rehabilitation phase. It is argued that international organisations and local actors must collaborate
to protect children’s rights by implementing more effective social work interventions. The study
makes recommendations to produce long-term, sustainable solutions through social work.

Keywords. Gaza, Child Rights, Genocide, Social Work Intervention

1. Giris: Gazze’de Cocuk Olamamak

‘Yasamla O6lim arasinda’ duran Gazze'de insanlar on yillardir ve diinyanin g6zl 6niinde
kanlh bir soykirim siirecinden gecmektedir (Chomsky ve Pappé, 2011). Soykirim yalnizca
bir nifusu sinirlamayi, kontrol etmeyi ya da tabi kilmayr degil, ayni zamanda onun
toplumsal varligini parcalamay! ve yok etmeyi amaclayan tek bir siddet tiiriinden cok
daha fazlasini; genel ve yaygin bir siddeti ifade etmektedir (Shaw, 2016). Bolgede
yasanmaya devam eden kronik siddet ve insani kriz cocuklari dogrudan etkilemektedir.
Ozellikle 7 Ekim 2023 giinii baslayan israil-Hamas catismalari Gazze’nin agir kayiplar
vermesine, bircok cocugun ailelerinden ayri kalmasina, evlerini kaybetmesine ve
yasamlarini yitirmesine neden olurken yasamini tiim zorlu kosullara karsi strdirmeye
calisan cocuklar ise hem duygusal hem de fiziksel olarak tasidiklari yaralarin yani sira
su, gida ve temel saglik hizmetlerine erisimde ciddi sikintilarla karsi karsiya kalmaktadir.

Yillardir ambargo ve abluka altindaki Gazze’de sadece bugiinin degil diiniin cocuklari
da diinyanin en trajik hapishanesinde tutsak durumdadir. israil’in 14 Mayis 1948 giinii
ilan edilen kurulusundan bugiine yasanan hak ihlalleri sistematik hale gelmis ve insa
edilen siyonist rejim, Filistin’in demografik yapisini donustirip, idari ve mulki haklarini
yok sayarak siyon idealini gerceklestirmeye odaklanmistir. Serbest dolasim hakkindan
mahrum ve isgal altindaki yaklasik iki milyon insan, agik hava hapishanesine doniisen
sehirde en temel insani ihtiyaclarini dahi karsilayamaz haldedir. Giinde ortalama 250
kisinin hayatini kaybettigi Gazze’de o6lim oraninin 21. vyizyiin diger tim
catismalarindan daha yiliksek oldugu kaydedilmektedir (Oxfam, 2024). Bu insani krizde
19 Ocak 2025 tarihinde ateskes ilan edilmis olsa da anilan tarih itibari ile gelinen tablo
su rakamlarla ifade edilmektedir:

“Gazze'de 45 binden fazla, Bati Seria'da 968 kisi hayatini kaybetti; Gazze'de 109 bin,
Batr Seria'da 15.800 kisi yaralandi, saghk sistemi ¢okiistin esiginde, tim mahalleler
yikildi ve aileler parcalandi; niifusun yiizde 96's1 yeterli gidaya sahip degil... insanlar
umut ve umutsuzluk arasinda sikismis halde” (RedCross, 2025).
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Bu sikismishk halinin insani yardim ablukasi nedeniyle 6liim ve yasam arasinda giderek
inceldigi Gazze’de yardim konvoylarina izin verilmezse 48 saat icinde 14 bin bebegin
acliktan 6lmesine sebebiyet verecegi uyarilari yapilmaktadir (Fletcher, 2025).

Tablo 1. Filistinli Cocuk Oliimlerinin Dagilimi (2000-05/2025)

(DCIP, 2025).

Yillar Filistinli Cocuklar Yillar Filistinli Cocuklar Yillar Filistinli Cocuklar
2000 93 2009 315 2018 57
2001 98 2010 8 2019 28
2002 192 2011 15 2020 9
2003 130 2012 43 2021 78
2004 162 2013 5 2022 44
2005 52 2014 546 2023 126
2006 124 2015 31 2024 93
2007 50 2016 35 05/2025 27
2008 112 2017 15 Toplam 2488

Gazze’de cocuklar agir kayiplarin yani sira hastanelerin yikilmis, okullarin kapah ve
egitimin belirsiz sekilde kesintiye ugramis olmasi nedeniyle de yasadiklari travmalarla
bas etme olanaklarindan yoksundur. Yaklasik 17 yillik ablukanin ardindan 7 Ekim 2023
guni baslayan ve aylarca stren 6limciil bombardimanla tekrarlanan zorla yerinden
edilmeler, artan aclik ve hastalik riskleri cocuklarda ‘acimasiz zihinsel zarar’ adi verilen
derin ruhsal hasar yaratmaktadir (Save the Children, 2024). israil ordusunun 8 Temmuz
2014'te baslattigr ve 51 gin siren saldiridan alti ay sonra yapilan bir arastirma da
cocuklarin catisma ortamindan yetiskinlere kiyasla orantisiz sekilde etkilendigini;
iyilesmek icin dogru destege sahip olmadiklarinda uzun sireli hasarlara maruz kalmaya
daha yatkin olduklarini teyit etmektedir (Manzanero, Crespo, Bardn, Scott, El-Astal, ve
Hemaid, 2024). Bir baska arastirma ise bu c¢ocuklarda savasla ilgili travmatik
deneyimlerin yaygin oldugunun, zihin saglgi sorunlarinin artmasina neden olan
travmatik stres belirleyicileri arasinda siddete ve yikima maruz kalma ile aile liyeleri ve
arkadaslarin kaybinin éne ciktiginin altini cizmektedir (Abudayya, Fugleberg Bruaset,
Nyhus, Aburukba ve Tofthagen, 2023). Ayrica cocuklarda sicrayarak uyanma, uyku
zorluklari ve buna eslik eden hayal kurma (gindiiz dusleri)2, sosyal geri cekilme, kafa

! Rakamlar 7 Ekim 2023'ten bugiine Gazze'de yasanan tim Filistinli cocuk dliimlerini yansitmamaktadir.

2 ‘“The Sand Castle’ (2024, Matty Brown), ‘Quiet Life’ (2024, Alexandros Avranas) ve ‘Life Overtakes Me’ (2019,
John Haptas & Kristine Samuelson) adli yapimlar ¢cocuklarin travmanin hakim oldugu gercek yasamdan uykuya
ya da hayal diinyasina siginma siireclerine 1sik tutan son donem yapimlar olarak dikkat cekmektedir.
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kansikligr, odaklanma eksikligi, tutarsiz konusma, karanhk korkusu, tekrarlayan
travmatik anilar, gecmise dondisler, kabuslar, kacinma, yatagi islatma gibi davranislarin
yani sira uzuv kaybi, gérme kaybi, asiri terleme, kas agrisi, genel yorgunluk, bas agrisi,
gogiiste kas agrisi ve kalp atis hizina karsi asiri hassasiyet gibi bulgular da
gozlenmektedir (Farajallah, 2024).

Travma sonrasi stres bozuklugu evresine gecilemeden yeni bir travmanin yasandigi
Gazze cocuklar igin fiziksel ve ruhsal saghklari ile pedagojik gelisimlerini dogrudan
etkileyen karanlik bir girdap halini almistir. Barinma, saglik, egitim ve sosyal destek gibi
temel gereksinimlerin karsilanamamasi cocuklari kalici hasarlara maruz biraktigi gibi
yasamlarini bir 6lim-kalim micadelesine doénustirmistir. Cocuklari bu girdaba ve
yasam miicadelesi vermeye siiriikleyen anlayisi israil Ulusal Guivenlik Bakani itamar Ben-
Gvir topyek(n saldiri cagrisinda bulundugu su aciklamasi ile 6zetlemektedir:

“Israil Gazze've havadan ve karadan kapsamli bir saldiri gerceklestirmeli. Elektrik,
yakit ve su dihil olmak tizere insani yardimlari tamamen durdurmali ve daha once
getirilmis olan ve Hamas'in elinde bulunan yardimlarr bombalamall. Savasa ve yikima
geri dénmeliyiz.” (Times of Israel, 2025).

Filistin’in yillardir maruz kaldigi bu anlayisa tepkisini; “Yasiyoruz ama aslhnda
yasamiyoruz. Asagillanarak yasamamizi istiyorlar. Her seye ragmen kararlyiz, biz
asagilanamayacak bir halkiz!” Sozleri ile yanitlayan cocugun hakkini savunmak ve
korumak, ayni insanlik onurunu paylasiyor olmamizdan dogan kolektif bir gérevdir (TRT
Haber, 2024).

Soykirim ve irkcilik tarihinin yeniden yazildigi Gazze’de savunmasiz kalmanin olanca
agirhgini omuzlarinda tasityan cocuklarin haklarini yeniden hatirlayarak verdikleri
micadeleye Tirkiye ve yakin cografyadan yiikselen hak temelli cagrilar dogrultusunda
uluslararasi sosyal hizmet perspektifiyle destek vermek uluslararasi hukuktan dogan bir
sorumluluktur. insanhik onurunun bu soykirim ve etnik temizlik politikasini yenip
yenemeyecedi elbette sadece Filistin ile sinirli da degildir. Sessiz kalindigi sirece pek
cok toplumu zamanla cevreleyecek olan bu zulme karsi durup harekete gecmek, ayni
insanlik onurunu paylasan bireyler olmaktan da dogan bir zorunluluktur. Bu nedenle
c¢alismamizda oncelikle yasanan hak ihlalleri ve c¢ocuk haklarinin korunmasinda
uluslararasi sosyal hizmetlerin roll incelendikten sonra izlenebilecek insani politikalarin
neler olabilecegi ile Gazze’nin gelecegi acisindan olasi etkileri ele alinacaktir.
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2. Gazze’de Cocuk Soykirimi ve ihlal Edilen Haklari

Kenefani’nin (1984) ‘dismanliklar zamanr’ olarak tanimladigi catisma ortamlari yalnizca
politik ve ekonomik istikrarsizlik yaratmakla kalmaz, ayni zamanda insan haklar
ihlallerine de yol acar ve bu ihlallerin en agir sekilde etkiledigi gruplarin basinda da
cocuklar gelir. Cocuklar catismalardan dogrudan etkilenerek hayatlari ve gelecekleri
tzerinde uzun vadeli olumsuz etkiler birakabilecek bir dbnemin icine girmis olurlar. Bu
nedenle, catisma ortaminda cocuk haklarinin korunmasi yalnizca etik zorunluluk degil
uluslararasi toplumun temel sorumluluklari ile uluslararasi hukukun asli gereklerinden
biridir.

Gazze’de cocuklari da icine alan insan haklari ihlal haritasina bakildiginda 1948 yilinda
israil’in kurulusu ile baslayan, akabinde ilhak ettigi Dogu Kudiis ve Golan Tepeleri, isgal
ettigi Gazze ve Bati Seria, saldirilar diizenledigi Liibnan ve Suriye gibi Glkeler basta olmak
tizere giderek genisleyen bir cografi yayihm karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir (TIHEK, 2024). Bu
ihlaller Harediler, Falasalar, Sefaradlar ve Mizrahiler gibi israil vatandasi olan Yahudi
gruplara da yonelmektedir. Bu genis cografyada diinyaya gelen pek cok Filistinli,
Libnanh ya da Suriyeli insanin en savunmasiz oldugu ¢ocukluk dénemine ¢catisma iklimi
ve temel hak ihlalleri damga vurmaktadir. Oyle ki israil 2000-2025 yillari arahdinda
oldirdiagi 2.488 cocugun yani sira 7 Ekim 2023-25 Ocak 2025 tarihleri arasinda 13.319
¢ocugu daha éldurerek son 24 yilda 15.561 ¢cocugun yasam hakkini elinden almis; 2008-
2022 yillar arasinda yaraladigi 133.721 cocugun vicut bitinligine de kalici sekilde
zarar vermistir (OCHA, 2025; DCIP, 2025; Snoubar, 2010).

Sekil 1. israil isgal Giicleri Tarafindan Yaralanan Filistinli Cocuklar (2008-2022)
(Farajallah, 2024)
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Diger taraftan 7 Ekim 2023 ile 15 Ocak 2025 tarihleri arahdinda yaralanan 110.265
kisiden ne kadarinin cocuk oldugu bilinmemekle birlikte BM Uluslararasi Cocuklara Acil
Yardim Fonu bu sayiyl en az 25 bin olarak tahmin etmekte ve yaklasik 17 bin cocugun
ise refakatsiz oldugunu bildirmektedir (UNICEF, 2025). Dinya Saglik Orgitu ise
cocuklarin en az dortte birinin yogun tedavi ya da rehabilitasyon gerektiren ciddi
yaralanmalarla karsi karsiya oldugunu ancak abluka nedeniyle bu yaralari iyilestirmek bir
yana cok az anestezi uygulanarak ya da hi¢ uygulanmadan yapilan ameliyatlar ve
amputasyonlar sonucu cocuklarin uzuvlarini kaybettigini bildirmektedir (WHO, 2025).
israil’in bir ‘ampute salgini’ yaratigini ifade eden Lazzarini (2024) ise diinyada kisi basina
en fazla ampute cocugun yasadigi Gazze’de saldirilar baslamadan once de her bes
aileden birinde en az bir engelli kisi bulundugunu ve bu ailelerin neredeyse yarisinda
engelli bir cocuk oldugunu ifade etmektedir.

israil’in izledigi soykirim politikasi cocuklarin sadece yasam haklarinin elinden alinmasi,
viicut batunliklerinin ya da sagliklarinin geri dondirilemez sekilde kaybi ile de sinirl
degildir. israil, Filistinli cocuklarin gida ve temiz suya erisimini, ulasim hakkini, barinma
hakkini, egitim ve saglik hakkini cok yonlii ihlal ederek ve insani yardimlara erisimlerini
engelleyerek insan onurunu timiyle imhaya doénik bir soykirrm uygulamaktadir
(Dunkelberg, 2025). Soykirim Sucunun Onlenmesi ve Cezalandirilmasina Dair BM
Sozlesmesine gore de ‘ulusal, etnik, irksal ya da dinsel bir grubu kismen veya tamamen
ortadan kaldirmak amaciyla’ islenen fiillerden her biri soykirim sucunu olustururken
israil bu fiillerden cok daha fazlasini Gazze’de tatbik etmektedir:

“‘Gruba mensup olanlarin éldiriilmesi; ciddi surette bedensel veya zihinsel zarar
verilmesi; grubun bitiniyle veya kismen, fiziksel varligini ortadan kaldiracagi
hesaplanarak, yasam sartlarinin kasten degistirilmesi; grup igcinde dogumlari
engellemek amaciyla tedbirler alinmasi; gruba mensup cocuklarin zorla bir baska
gruba nakledilmesi” (UN, 1951).

1967 yilindan beri isgal edilen Filistin topraklarinda izlenen bu soykirim politikasina ve
ihlal edilen insan haklarina yonelik tepkiler ise iki eksende toplanmaktadir: Bir yanda
israil'in kendisini savunma hakkini savunanlar ile diger yanda Gazze'deki sivil kayiplara
dikkat ceken ve israil'in orantisiz giic kullanmasini elestirenler (OHCHR, 2024). Bu iki ana
eksen, haber sitelerinin birer haber aktérii olarak Filistin-israil yetkililerine olan baghlik
bicimlerini de sekillendirmektedir. Ornegin, Al-Jazeera ve TRT World genellikle Filistinli
haber aktérlerine agirlik verirken; CNN ve BBC ise ¢ogunlukla israilli aktérleri kaynak
olarak kullanmaktadir (Lubbad, 2023). Yiikselen tepkiler arasinda cocuklarin maruz
kaldigi 6limciil siddete dikkat ceken raporlar da bulunmaktadir. “Kendinizi insan alti bir
varlik gibi hissediyorsunuz” bashkl raporunda Uluslararasi Af Orgiitii (2024) soykirimin,
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“Gazze'nin 2,2 milyonluk niifusunun %90'ini1, ¢ogu defalarca olmak lizere, siirekli
kiictilen, sirekli degisen, temel altyapidan yoksun toprak bdlgelerine Zzorla
yerlerinden ederek; insanlari yavas ve hesaplanmis bir oliime maruz birakacak
kosullarda yasamaya zorlayarak” gerceklestiginin altini cizmektedir (Al, 2024).

Siyonist rejimin kullandigi tabirler tam da rapora verilen baslikta karsilik buldugu gibi
Filistinlilerin ve tarihsel olarak bakildiginda Araplarin insan gibi hissetmemesi lizerine
kuruludur (Al, 2024; Baroud, 2023). Kullanilan dilde baslayip insanlar yok etmeye
gudiumli saldirilarla stiren bu sirec¢ sadece cocuklugun degil; gencligin, yashligin kisaca
insani insan kilan hemen her yasam evresini cevrelemis durumdadir. Ancak yine de en
agir bedeli 6demekte olan cocuklarin icinde oldugu kosullara dair glincel bir rapor,
Gazze’deki cocuklarin ihlal edilen haklarina dair su verileri sunmaktadir (UNICEF, 2025):

“Gazze Seridi'nin %80,5'inden fazlasinda yerinden edilme emirleri altinda olmasiyla
felaket devam ediyor. Cocuklar, neredeyse hicbir 6zel sevk hizmetinin bulunmadigi
travmatik olaylara siirekli maruz kalirken kaliteli saglk hizmetlerine, egitime, suya ve
diger hayati hizmetlere erisimlerini kaybettiler. Oliimiin yani sira, bircok cocuk, onlar
daha da savunmasiz hale getiren ¢coklu engellilige neden olabilecek yaralanmalar
yasiyor. Ciddi tibbi rahatsizliklari olan kritik hastalarin ya da catismayla ilgili
yaralanmalar icin 6zel bakima ihtiva¢c duyanlarin tibbi tahliveleri Mayis 2024 'te Rafah
gecisinin kapatiimasindan bu yana %94 oraninda azaldi. Saglik tesisleri, su kuyulari
ve aglar dahil olmak tizere sivil altyapirya yénelik diizenli saldirilar, kritik hizmetlere
erisimi felg etti. Asiri kalabalik ve hijyenik olmayan yasam kosullari, acik kanalizasyon
ve kati atitk toplama eksikligiyle birlestiginde bir halk sagligi felaketi yaratti ve
ozellikle iki yasin altindaki cocuklarin yasamlari icin ciddi tehdit olusturan ishal,
Hepatit A ve cocuk felci gibi su kaynakli hastaliklar ortaya ¢ikti. Temmuz 2024 'te
Gazze'de 25 yillik yoklugun ardindan Polioviriis tip 2’nin tespit edilmesi, ¢cocuklara
yonelik saglik risklerini daha da yogunlastirdi. Okullar barinak gorevi gordigii icin
658.760'tan fazla cocugun egitime erisimi imkansiz hale geldi ve bes yil kadar daha
gerilemesi 6ngdriilliyor. Gazze 'deki niifus ciddi sekilde gida gtivensizligi yasadigi icin
bes yas alt1 335.000 cocugun tamami yetersiz beslenme riski altinda.”

Boyne Cizgili Pijamali Cocuk adh eserinde Bruno karakterinin tel érgtlerin ardina gecip
Auschwitz toplama kampinda sonlanan yasamini anlatirken arkadasi Schumel onu
Oncesinde su sozlerle uyarir:

“Buranin nasil bir yer oldugu hakkinda hicbir fikrin yok.” (2019:130). Eserini “Elbette
tim bunlar ¢cok uzun zaman énce oldu ve boyle bir sey bir daha asla olamaz. Bu
zamanda ve bu ¢agda tabii ki...”


https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auschwitz
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Ciamleleri ile sonlandiran Boyne (2019) ne yazik ki hakh ¢ikmamistir. Bruno’dan farkh
olarak israil’de cocuklar seridin éte yanina tanik olmalarinin yani sira “Bir yil icinde
hepsini ortadan kaldiracagiz.” gibi s6zleri olan sarkilar da seslendirmek durumunda
kalmaktadir (Al Jazeera, 2023). Ayrica maruz birakildiklari israrh ‘apartheid’ telkinleri ve
alet edildikleri propaganda, kiiltiirel soykirimin cok daha yikici baska bir boyutunu
olusturmaktadir. israil okul kitaplarinda Filistin’i inceleyen Peled-Elhanan (2012)
ogrencilere insanliktan cikmis bir ‘Oteki’ korkusu asilandigini; okutulan metinlerin
kullanim hakkr sakh birer silah islevi gérdigini, clinki otekinin aslinda sahtekar ve
davetsiz misafir olarak gercek yerli/miilk sahibi olan israillerin topraklarini gasp ettigi
inancinin yerlestirilmeye calisildigini, bu egitim politikasinin ‘otekini’ esiti olarak
gbérmeme Uzerine kurulu oldugu gibi baristan ve bir arada yasama dilinden de uzak
oldugunu belirtmektedir.3

Binlerce cocugun katledilmis ve ampute edilmis olmasina ragmen yasananlarin tam da
bir soykirrm olmadigi; belki kitlesel siddetten ya da belki yozlasmis savastan
bahsedilebilecegi yoniinde kurulan ‘akademik’ dile ragmen, uluslarin vicdani kabul
edilebilecek niversite 6grencilerinin kampuslerde yiikselen sesi susturulamamis ve
diizenlenen protestolarda ylizde 700 seviyesinde bir artis gézlenmistir (Waxman, 2023;
Hillel International, 2025). Cocuklarin yani sira gencleri de etkileyen bu soykirim
karsisinda hangi irka, etnik gruba ya da inanca mensup olursa olsun Misliiman ya da
Yahudi hi¢ kimsenin oldirilmemesi noktasinda birlesen gencligin ortak cagrisi
insanhgin gelecegi adina umut vericidir. Catismalarin goélgesinde gecen cocukluklari
nesilden nesile miras birakan Filistinlilerin cografi ve siyasi olarak parcalanmis,
sistematik olarak yoksul birakilmis, korku ve givensizlik ortamina terk edilmis halde
tutulduklari ablukayi yikmalarinda s6z konusu eylemlerin ve ortak ¢agrilarin potansiyel
etkisi yadsinamayacak kadar giicludiir. Bu etkiyi hem Filistinli hem de israilli cocuklarin
gelecegi ve haklarinin korunmasi icin uluslararasi sosyal hizmet baglaminda
yapilandirmak, meslegin kurucu degerleri agisindan bir zorunluluktur.

3. Gazze’de Cocuk Haklarinin Korunmasinda Uluslararasi Sosyal Hizmet

Uluslararasi kurum ve kuruluslarin siiregelen sivil kayiplarin engellenmesi, siddetin sona
erdirilmesi ve bariscil ¢c6zim bulunmasi yonindeki cagrilari ateskesin sonlanabilecegi
kirilgan bir ortamda halen yankilanmakta ancak giicli bir karsihk bulamamaktadir

3 peled-Elhanan’in tespitlerini, Sessizligi Bozmak (https://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/) adli ve tamami isgal
bélgesinde gérev yapan israil askerlerinin tanikliklarini arsivleyen sitedeki paylasimlar da teyit etmektedir. ilk
olarak bu sitedeki tanikhginin ardindan 7he Girl Who Stole My Holocaust: A Memory (2013) adli kitaba imza
atan Noam Chayut, yaptigi her seyin baska bir Holokost’u 6nleyecegine inandirilarak egitildigine ancak tufegini
kicuk bir kiza dogrulttuktan sonra gercegin farkina vardigina dair deneyimlerini ¢arpici bir dille aktarmaktadir.
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(OHCHR, 2024; Al, 2024; OXFAM, 2024). Sadece Gazze bolgesindeki ¢ocuklar degil;
dinya genelinde milyonlarca ¢cocuk da halen akranlarinin maruz kaldigi orantisiz giice
ve verdigi yasam micadelesine tanik olmaktadir. Bu taniklik yasam hakkinin kutsalligina,
insan onuruna, ayrimcilik karsithgina ve esitlige dair yiginla egitim miufredatina,
uluslararasi mevzuata ve ilkesel yaklasima golge diisiirmektedir. Dolayisiyla cocuklugun
soykirimi dolayli olarak, insani krize kiicik yaslarindan itibaren ekranlardan tanik olan
cocuklari da etkilemekte ve her gecen yil bu cocuklara yenileri eklenmektedir. Farajallah
(2024) cocuklarin iyilik hali ve refahina yonelik midahalelerden sonuc alinmasinin ve
gercek bir iyilesmenin ancak baskinin altinda yatan nedenleri ele almakla mimkin
oldugunu savunmaktadir. Bu ise her seyden 6nce Gazze’deki isgalin sona erdirilmesi ve
Filistinlilere sahip olduklari haklarin iadesini iceren kiresel bir yaklasimi
gerektirmektedir.

BM Cocuk Haklari S6zlesmesi basta olmak lizere pek ¢ok uluslararasi diizenlemeyle yasal
givence altina alinan hususlar cocuklarin saglhkh bir ortamda blylmelerini, egitim
almalarini, siddet ve istismara ugramamalarini, temel saglik hizmetlerine erisimlerini ve
barinma haklarini kapsamaktadir (Atatanir, 2023). Ancak 6zellikle catisma bolgelerinde
s0z konusu haklarin cogu ihlal edildigi gibi yasanan yikimdan derinden etkilenen
cocuklar hem fiziksel hem sosyal hem de psikolojik hasar almaktadir. Catisma
bolgelerinde cocuklarin karsi karsiya oldugu tehditler: fiziksel zararlar ve 6limler, okul
binalarinin hedef alinmasi ile birlikte egitim sisteminin aksamasi, zorla ya da gonulla
olarak silahli gruplara katilmaya zorlanmalari, agir psikolojik travma, insan ticareti riski
ile siginmaci ya da miulteci konumuna suriklenmeleri ile birlikte karsilastiklari tehlikeli
kosullar seklinde siralanmaktadir (Snoubar ve Duman, 2015; Ferrara, Cammisa, Zona,
Giardino, Pastore ve Mantovani, 2024; Wells, Cortés-Morales, Esson, Horgan, Nxumalo,
Phoenix ve Rosen, 2024).

Cocuklarin karsilastigr bu tehditlerle micadelede uluslararasi sosyal hizmet sinir
Otesinden baslayarak, insan haklarinin korunmasinda evrensel diizeyde bir paradigma
ortaya koyma ideali olarak karsimiza cikmaktadir (Atatanir, 2022). Sosyal hizmetleri
yerel baglami icinde cesitlendirerek gelistirme, toplumlarin insan onur ve haysiyetlerine
yakisir sekilde var olma olanaklarini giiclendirme ve bu dogrultuda cocuklari ve aileleri
ebeveynlik haklari, uluslararasi velayet/vesayet haklari, aile koklerini arastirma, aile
birlesimleri, kurumsal bakim ve psikososyal destek gibi konular basta olmak lizere cok
yonli desteklemek uluslararasi sosyal hizmetlerin calisma konulari arasinda yer
almaktadir (IFSW, 2019). Bu kiiresel vizyonun sekillenmesinde, ¢ocuklarin Gstiin yararini
gozetmek Uzere sinir 6tesi mesleki midahalelerde bulunma ve bu yénde politikalar
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gelistirme motivasyonunun belirleyici oldugu ifade edilebilir ki bu vizyon Gazze’deki
cocuklar ve aileleri acisindan biyik énem tasimaktadir.

Gazze’deki cocuklari aileleriyle birlikte onurlarini, esenliklerini ve bakimlarini glivence
altina alan kosullarla bulusturmak; 6zellikle istismar, ihmal ile siddet riskinin yiksek
oldugu mevcut tabloda hayati derecede belirleyicilik arz etmektedir. Uluslararasi Go¢
Orgutii cesitli nedenlerle gonulli ya da gonulsiiz, ulkeler icinde ya da ulkeler arasinda,
ebeveynleri ya da diger birincil bakicilariyla birlikte ya da onlarsiz hareket eden, hareketi
firsatlar yaratsa da ayni zamanda onlari risk altina ya da daha fazla risk altinda birakan
durumlart ‘hareket halindeki cocuk’ olarak tanimlamaktadir (IOM, 2015). Hareket
halindeki cocuklari ihmal, istismar, siddet, sémiiri ve ayrimciliktan korumak icin bakim
ve koruma sistemlerine erisimlerini destekleyen programlar uygulayan Cocuklari
Kurtarin Vakfi, insani krizlerin yasandigi bélgeler basta olmak tGzere 10 milyondan fazla
cocugun evini terk etmek zorunda kaldigini ve diinya genelinde géc etmek zorunda kalan
cocuk sayisinin 50 milyonun tizerine cikarak, 2010'dan 2023’e iki kattan fazla arttigini
belirtmektedir (Save the Children, 2024). Bu tablonun Gazze’de daha vahim bir hal
aldigini belirten Vakif cocuklarin yasamlari, giivenlikleri, refahlari ve geleceklerinin risk
altinda oldugu; cadirlarda soguk ve yagisli havayla karsi karsiya kaldiklari icin zatlirre
gibi hastaliklara yakalandiklari uyarisinda bulunarak Gazze'yi ‘cocuk olmak icin en
olumcil yer’ olarak nitelendirmektedir (Save the Children, 2025). Soguk hava
dalgalarinin siddetini arttirdigi 25 Subat 2025 tarihinde U¢ ¢ocugun 6ldigiu Gazze’de
donarak 6len toplam cocuk sayisinin 10’a yilikseldigi ve battaniye, cadir, 1sitma cihazi
gibi temel ihtiyac malzemelerinin yok denecek kadar az olmasi nedeniyle durumun
kotulestigi bildirilmektedir (WAFA, 2025). Sinirlar icinde ya da 6tesinde, yeterince iyi
korunamadiklari kosullarda ¢ocuklarin insan ticareti magdurlarinin yaklasik ticte birini
(%34) olusturdugu da bilinen bir diger risktir (IOM, 2024). Tim bu riskler karsisinda
cocuk koruma sistemlerinin ise ¢ocuk koruma miidahaleleri ve bakim hizmetleri icin
orgutli insan kaynagi, finans, hukuk, yonetisim, izleme ve veri yonetimi bilesenlerinden
olusan butuncul bir politika oldugu, farkh aktorler icerdigi (cocuklar, aileler, topluluklar,
ulusal-uluslararasi kurulus calisanlari vb.) sistemi olusturan agin ise bu bilesenlerle
aktorler arasinda gelisen etkilesim alaninda sekillendigi belirtilmektedir (UNICEF, 2021).
Gazze’de cocuklari koruyan bir sistemden bahsedebilmek icin s6z konusu etkilesim
alaninin yani sira ulusal ve uluslararasi kuruluslarin varligini da boélgede goérebilmek
gerekmektedir.

Cocuk koruma sistemlerinin ve ulusal-uluslararasi kuruluslarin bu sistemler icerisinde
yer almasinin hukuki dayanagini Cocuk Haklarina Dair Sozlesme olusturmaktadir
(UNICEF, 1989). S6zlesmeye taraf devletler arasinda olan israil, diger taraf devletler gibi
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19’uncu madde uyarinca cocuklari hak sahibi kabul ederek bireysel haklarini tanimakla,
her cocugun korunma hakkini glvence altina almakla yukiamludir. Batlnlesik cocuk
koruma sistemlerine iliskin asgari standartlar Avrupa Komisyonu tarafindan da
tanimlamis olup, su sekilde aciklanmaktadir (EC, 2022):

‘Her ¢cocuk devredilemez korunma hakkina sahip bir hak sahibi olarak kabul edilir, o
hak sahibine saygi duyulur ve o korunur; hicbir cocuga karsi ayrimcilik yapilamaz,
cocuk koruma sistemleri, onleyici tedbirleri de kapsar; aileler birincil bakim verici
roltinde desteklenmelidir; toplumlar, ¢cocugun siddetin her tirlisiinden korunma
hakkinin farkindadir ve bu hakki destekler; cocuk koruma sistemleri yeterli bakimi
glivence altina alir;, cocuk koruma sistemleri ulusétesi ve sinir étesi mekanizmalar
icerir; cocuk destege ve korunmaya sahiptir; savunmasiz ¢cocuklara dair olasi risklerin
tespitine yonelik egitimler verilir; iilkelerde giivenli, iyi duyurulan, gizli ve erisilebilir
raporlama mekanizmalari mevcut bulundurulur.”

Ozellikle Gazze’de oldugu gibi yerlerinden edilen cocuklar hicbir cocugun gérmemesi
gereken tirden bir siddete, yikima ve 6lime tanik olmakta ve bildikleri her seyi geride
birakarak hayatta kalma mucadelesi vermektedir. Evlerini, ailelerini ve yakin cevrelerini
kaybetmelerinin yani sira gidaya, egitime, barinma ve saglik hizmetlerine erisimleri
tehdit altindaki ¢cocuklarin haklarinin korunmasi uluslararasi sosyal hizmet ve sinir otesi
cocuk koruma politikalarinin bir geregidir. Calismamizda rakamlarla da ifade edildigi
Uzere binlerce cocuk kronik siddete maruz kalmakta ve cocuklarin bu siddet
dongusiinden kurtarilmasi cocuk koruma politikalarinin basinda gelmektedir (Duman ve
Snoubar, 2017; ICRC, 2024). BM Miiltecilere iliskin Kiiresel Mutabakati da hareket
halindeki ¢ocuklara yonelik siirekli bakim, koruma ve diger hizmetlerin saglanmasini
kolaylastirma odakl bir sinir 6tesi is birligi 6nerisinde bulunmaktadir (UNHCR, 2018).
Gazzeli cocuklar icin harekete gecilmesini gerekli kilan uluslararasi norm ve standartlari
genisletmek mumkin olsa da bu yonde bir iradenin olusmasinda mevcut cabalarin
yeterince etkili olmadigi gorilmektedir. Ancak yine de uluslararasi sosyal hizmet
perspektifi icinde temel 6nceligi cocuklar kilarak onlarin saglikh, giivenli ve huzurlu
kosullarda yasama imkanlari icin miicadele etmek gerekmektedir.4

Uluslararasi sosyal hizmet perspektifi icinde bugiiniin ¢ocuklari ile ¢atisma ikliminde
gecen cocukluk doénemlerine sahip vyetiskinlerin aile refahi, bakim gereksinimleri,
ebeveynlik rolleri ve sosyoekonomik kosullari gibi farkh basliklar altinda calisiimasinda
yarar bulunmaktadir. Bir arastirma Filistin’de disik sosyoekonomik gecmisi olup,
yoksulluk icinde yasayan ebeveynler acisindan en 6nemli mesajin cocuklarina yonelik

4 Qyle ki hicbir cocuk su ctimlelerle isyan etmek zorunda kalmasin: “Cocuklugumu yasayamadim, her seyden
cok yoruldum... 6/ip dinlenmek istivorum artik!” Bkz.. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSY5ugw5f10
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bedensel cezalandirma davranisindan kag¢inma, onlarin hayatlarina rehberlik etme,
slirece aktif katilim, iyi davranislari motive etme olarak siralamaktadir (Atout, Alrimawi,
Dreidi, Rajeh Saifan, Abusalameh ve Al-Yateem, 2021). Bir baska arastirma ise Filistinli
annelerin cocuklarinin diinyasindaki merkezi roliin altini cizerek, gelecekteki sosyal
politikalar acisindan 6zellikle annelerin karsilastigi zorluklarla basa ¢cikmalarinin bir yolu
olarak hem ailevi hem de ekonomik becerilerini desteklemenin belirleyici etkisine dikkat
¢ekmektedir (Athamneh, 2023).

Uluslararasi sosyal hizmet cercevesinde farkli tlkelerden sosyal hizmet uzmanlarinin
katkilari ile catisma bdlgelerinde ve Gazze 6zelinde ¢ocuk haklari konusunda sosyal
calismalar yapilmasinda ve sosyal hizmet baglami icinde farkindalik saglanmasinda yarar
bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle Gazze’deki cocuklarin saglk ve gida haklarina yénelik kiresel
Olcekte acil midahale cagrisinda bulunulmasi, ruh sagliklari icin psikolojik destek ve
rehabilitasyon iceren programlar gelistirilmesi, catismalarin sonlanmasi ve cocuklarin
mevcut catisma ortamindan korunmasi icin hikimetlerin harekete gecmeye tesvik
edilmesi kritik Gnem tasimaktadir. Uluslararasi Sosyal Hizmet Uzmanlari Federasyonu bu
yondeki aciklamasinda Gazze'deki sivillerin karsi karsiya olduklari tehlike konusunda
insani yardim cagrisini yineleyerek su gerekliliklerin altini cizmektedir (IFSW, 2024):

‘Kuzey Gazze dahil olmak tizere tiim olasi gecis noktalarindan yardim ulastirmamiza
olanak saglayacak giivenilir giris noktalari, giivenlik gtivenceleri ve yardimlarin Gazze
genelinde dagitilabilmesi icin hicbir inkar, gecikme ve erisim engeli olmaksizin
engelsiz gecis, tim insani yardim personelinin ve malzemelerinin Gazze igcinde
hareket etmesini ve yardimlari giivenli bir sekilde ulastirmasini saglayan islevsel bir
insani bildirim sistemi, yollarin gecilebilir hale getirilmesi ve mahallelerin patlayici
maddelerden temizlenmesi, insani yardim goreviilerinin gtivenli hareket edebilmeleri
icin istikrarl bir iletisim agi, Gazze'deki insani yardim uygulamalarinin omurgasini
olusturan UNRWA'nin hayat kurtarici yardim saglamak icin ihtiyac duydugu
kaynaklara kavusmasi ve hayat kurtarmak icin elinden geleni yapan BM ve sivil toplum
kuruluslarini itibarsizlastirmayr amaglayan kampanyalara son verilmesi.”

Filistinli bir sosyal hizmet uzmani olan ve Aida Genclik Merkezini yénetirken israil giicleri
tarafindan 18 Aralik 2023’de keyfice tutuklanip {ic ay kadar sonra saliverilen Munther
Amira hapishane kosullarina iliskin ‘cehennem gibi’ benzetmesini yaparak ‘kendisine ve
on bir hiicre arkadasina verilen yiyecegin sadece iki kisilik oldugu, mahkumlarin
disaridan hicbir haber alamadigi, neden ve ne kadardir hapiste tutulduklarina dair
bilgilerinin olmadigi, gardiyanlarin kopeklerle hiicrelerine girdigi, genc bir adamin
durumun umutsuzlugu nedeniyle intihar etmeye calistigr’ seklinde siraladigi tespitler,
hapishanelerdeki kosullarin da her tirli hak ihlaline son derece acik oldugunu ortaya
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koymaktadir (ICN, 2024). Amira’nin "Bizi ezdiler, asagiladilar ve yasam icin tim umutlari
gomdiler."> dedigi hapishanelerde 7 bin siyasi tutuklu oldugu tahmin edilmekte ancak
bunlarin ne kadarini cocuklarin olusturdugu bilinmemektedir. Diger yandan israil’in 7
Ekim 2023'ten bu yana isgal altindaki Bati Seria'da yaklasik bin 200 Filistinli cocugu
gozaltina aldigi; ozellikle Megiddo hapishanesindeki cocuklarin dayak, achk ve tibbi
bakimin reddedilmesi gibi vahsi kosullara maruz kaldigi bildirilmektedir (CDA, 2025).

3. Olasi Uluslararasi Sosyal Hizmet Miidahaleleri

Cocuk Haklari S6zlesmesi ayrimcilik yasagi, cocugun yasama-gelisme hakki, katilim
hakki ve Ustln yarari olmak tGzere dort temel ilkeye dayandiriimakta ve bu ilkelerin cocuk
haklarinin uygulanmasinin 6n sartlari oldugu kabul edilmektedir (Copur, 2021). Bu
noktadan hareketle Gazze’deki ¢ocuklarin ayrimciliga ugramaksizin yasama, gelisme,
katilim haklarini kullanma ve ustiin yararlarini gézetme olanaklarina sahip kilinmalarinin
uluslararasi hukuktan dogan ve uluslararasi topluma sorumluluk yikleyen gorevler
oldugu ifade edilebilir. insani yardim ablukasi ve beraberinde getirdigi gayriinsani
muameleler bu gorevlerin ifasinda uluslararasi toplumun énline yeni engeller cikarirken®
cocuklari da cevreleyen milksizlestirme, yerinden edilme, evsizlik, yaralanma,
engellilik, yoksulluk, ayrimcilik ve miultecilik kosullari derinlesmektedir. Bu kosullar
karsisinda uluslararasi sosyal hizmet perspektifiyle psikososyal rehabilitasyon, egitim ve
yeniden insa sureclerine dair nasil bir yol haritasi izlenebilecegine dair ortak akil
gelistirmek, buglinden yarina uzanan bir gelecek umudu olusturabilir. Bu umudun
olusmasinda sosyal hizmet hem tarihsel hem de ontolojik olarak cocuklari ve ustiin
yararlarini dnceleyen mesleki disiplinlerin basinda gelmektedir.

Gazze’de yasanan soykirima maruz kalan ya da tanik olan tim cocuklarin onur ve
haysiyetlerinin korunmasi, adil ve glivenli bir diinyada yasama inancglarinin sagaltilmasi
sosyal hizmet uzmanlarinin mesleki sorumlulugu olarak kabul edilebilir. Aksi halde bir
insan haklari meslegi olmasina karsin kimi isimlerin "Dehsetle izliyoruz ve israil'i
destekliyoruz.” ciimlesiyle baslayip, soykirima karsi durus ortaya koyan sosyal hizmet
uzmanlarini antisemitizmi ve teror gruplarinin ideolojilerini beslemekle suclayan
iddialarla daha sik karsilasilabilir (Farber ve Fram, 2024). Bu iddialar, pek cok Yahudi
sosyal hizmet uzmani ve insan haklari savunucusunun soykirima son vermek icin
Filistinlilerle ve dinyanin her yanindaki meslektaslariyla dayanisma icinde olduklari

5 Bu sozler Peskine (2000) tarafindan kaleme alinan Bir Yahudi Ailesi adli eserde “Saglamlarin hayal kirikligs,
olenlerin iniltilerinden de korkung” ciimlesinin 80 yil sonra isitilen yankisi olarak da kabul edilebilir.

& UNRWA (2025) 30 Ocak tarihi itibariyle kendilerine karsi Knesset mevzuatinin yirirluge girdigini, cocuklari
éldiirmenin yeni bir yolunu bulan israil makamlarinin calisma vizelerini yenilememe karari aldigini ve bu kararin
ardindan uluslararasi personelin 29 Ocak'ta Dogu Kudiis'l terk etmek zorunda kaldigini bildirmektedir.
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gercegini kuskusuz degistirmemektedir (JVP, 2025). Ancak sosyal hizmet alani agisindan
onde gelen uluslararasi kuruluslarin ve egitim kurumlarinin soykirim karsisindaki
tepkisinin baskin sekilde sessizlik olmasi bu gercege golge diisiirmektedir (Thurber ve
Kimball, 2024; Suslovic, Rasmussen, Kim, Sarantakos, Dettlaff, Roe ve Guevara, 2024).
Olanca suskunluguna ragmen meslegin insan haklari ve sosyal adalet degerleri
dogrultusunda o6zgir Filistin micadelesini gindemine almasi, israil’deki cocuklar
soykirim mirasinin varisi olmaktan 6zgirlestirecek olasiliklari konusmaktan bagimsiz
degildir. Sosyal hizmetlerin kendi kaderini tayin hakki ifadesi ile karsilik bulan temel
eregi hem kisilerin ve gruplarin hem de toplumlarin baska bir diinyanin da var olabilecegi
ve bu dinyanin insan onuruna saygi temeli lzerinde yiikselebilecegine dair guclia bir
cerceve sunar. Bolgedeki tim cocuklari ve yasamlarini (gerek maruz kalan gerek
basvuran kisiler olarak) sarmalayan siddet dongusini kirmak icin sosyal hizmet
uzmanlar arasinda ve kiresel olcekte sirdurilebilir bir dayanisma ortaya koymak
insanlik tarihinde hic olmadigi kadar hayatiyet arz etmektedir.

Tiirkiye’nin énciiligii ve ev sahipliginde Filistin ve israil’deki cocuklarin ortak gelecegine
dair kiresel olcekte sosyal hizmet uzmanlarinin ve cocuk haklari savunucularinin
katildigi bir cagri diinya genelinde cocuk dostlarinin ayni dili konusmasi icin gucli
kanallar yaratabilir. Her iki taraf icin siddetsizlik politikasini destekleyen ulkelerin ve
ulusal insan haklari kurumlarinin Gstln yararlari odaginda cocuklarin gelecegine dair bir
vizyon gelistirilebilir. Nitekim varligina ket vuran ve kendisini gergeklestirme olanaklarini
baskilayan sinirlardan insani 6zgir kilmak, ulusétesi sosyal hizmet yaklasiminin
baslangi¢ noktasidir. Bu noktada Tirkiye tarihi boyunca, yakin ya da uzak cografyasinda
yasanan insani dramlara kayitsiz kalmayan ve kapilarini agan ulkelerin basinda
gelmektedir. Bu tarihsel misyonun uluslararasi sosyal hizmet yaklasimini esas alan ve
Gazze basta olmak uzere bodlgedeki tim ¢ocuklar icin catismasiz bir gelecek hakkini
savunan glcli politikalarla strdarilmesine ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir. Bu baglamda dort
politika dnerisi kisaca aciklanmaya calisilacaktir.

3.1. Sinir Otesi Cocuk Bakimi

Hicbir abluka sonsuza dek siirmemistir ve Gazze icin bugiinden planlanmasi gereken
pek cok baslik bulunmaktadir. Bu basliklardan ilki sinir 6tesinde cocuk bakimidir.
Ozellikle kurumsal yatili cocuk bakimi devletlerin, devlet disi kurumlarin ve uluslararasi
kuruluslarin dahil oldugu cok aktorli bir stirec olarak kabul edilmekte ve stirec hukuki
dizenlemelere konu edilmektedir (Righard ve Boccagni, 2022). Kavrama karsilastirmali
olarak bakildiginda; cocuk koruma sistemlerinin karmasikligi ile c¢ocuk koruma
terminolojisi konusunda uzlasiya dayah ortak anlayisin yeterince gelismemis oldugu
gorilmektedir. Dinya genelinde sinir o6tesi cocuk koruma sistemlerini karsilastirmak
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hala zorlu bir is oldugu gibi teori, mevzuat ve fiili uygulama arasinda énemli farkliliklar
bulunmaktadir (Berrick, Gilbert ve Skivenes, 2023). Bu sistemleri sinir otesi cocuk
koruma politikalarinin ve bu alandaki kurumsallasma calismalarinin bir evresi olarak
kabul ettigimizde Gazze icin ulusotesi kurumlarla ulusal kurumlarin bakim politikalarinin
nasil yapilandirilacagi, onceliklendirmenin neye go6re vyapilacagi ve bakimda
ulusotesiligin cocuklari nasil etkileyecegi gibi sorulari somut verilerle cevaplamak
belirleyicilik arz etmektedir. Gazze 6zelinde bitlincil bir sinir 6tesi cocuk koruma
politikasi izlenebilmesi icin cocuklarin temel gereksinimlerinin karsilamasi adimindan
baslayarak ve catismalarin yarattigi ruhsal sorunlara odaklanarak psikososyal destek
mekanizmalarinin  ve mekanizmalar isler kilacak bilesenlerin tanimlanmasi
gerekmektedir. Bu cocuklarin terk etmek zorunda kaldiklari evlerinden uzakta, aile
Uyelerinin yoklugunda, egitim ve saglik hizmetlerine erisim saglayamadiklari kosullarda
gluvensizlik-caresizlik-belirsizlik donglsini kirmalari gictiir ve bu gicligin birlikte
asilmasi uluslarin ortak sorumlulugudur.

3.2. Iinsani Yardim Koridoru

Gazze’deki cocuklar icin sosyal hizmet uzmanlarinin kesintisiz insani yardim koridoru
olusturarak uluslararasi diizeyde ve derhal harekete gecmesini zorunlu kilan
gereksinimler s6z konusudur. ilk olarak Gazze'deki cocuklarin gida, saglik, egitim,
barinma ve sosyal koruma hizmetlerine erisimlerine yonelik uluslararasi sosyal hizmet
kuruluslari is birliginde bilgi ve kaynak paylasimina dayali yardim koordinasyonu
saglayacak ortak platform olusturulmahdir. BM insani Yardim Koordinasyon Ofisi (OCHA)
ve BM Cocuklara Yardim Fonu (UNICEF) 6nciligunde bir ortak platformun kurulmasi
temel ihtiyaclarin yani sira bebeklerden baslayarak acil gida, ilag¢ ve tibbi malzeme
taleplerinin karsilanmasinda aktif goérev almalidir. Orta vadede bu taleplere daha
kapsamli ve surdurilebilir coziimler gelistirmek icin yine sosyal hizmet uzmanlarinin yer
aldigi bir danisma komitesi kurulmalidir. Acil insani yardim koridorlarinin kesintisiz
sekilde acik kalmasi icin her iki komitenin hem yerelde hem de uluslararasi 6lcekte
atacagl adimlara dair stratejik plan gelistirilmeli ve ilan edilmelidir.

3.3. Psikososyal Rehabilitasyon

Kronik siddet ortami ve istikrarsizlik nedeniyle agirlasan psikososyal sorunlari ele alip,
uzmanlasmis bireysel vaka yonetimi hizmetleri araciligiyla ¢6zebilmek icin
yapilandirilmis psikososyal rehabilitasyon hizmetlerine ve bu kapsamda acil cocuk
koruma midahalelerine ihtiya¢ bulunmaktadir. Ailelerin anne-cocuk sagligi ve
psikososyal destek hizmetlerine erisimi icin 6zel sosyal hizmet birimleri olusturulmali;
uzuv kayiplarinin yani sira yasanan derin ruhsal hasarlarin etkilerini hafifletmek ve en
aza indirmek icin rehabilitasyon hizmetlerini de kapsayan seyyar hastaneler ve tibbi
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mudahale Uniteleri kurulmasina 6ncilik edilmelidir. Gegici egitim merkezi ve dijital
ogrenme platformlari devreye sokularak uluslararasi diizeyde egitimcilerin ve egitim
kuruluslarinin Gazzeli ¢ocuk ve gencler icin sorumluluk almasi saglanmalidir. Giivenli
barinma alanlari ile okullarin onarim ve yeniden insasinin yani sira mevsimsel kosullarin
cocuklarda daha fazla can kaybina neden olmamasi icin karavan, konteynir ya da cadir
gibi gecici barinma olanaklarinin bdélgeye ulastirilabilmesine yonelik dayanisma agi
kurulmalidir. Bebekleri, cocuklari ve bir biitiin olarak Gazze halkini hedef alan saldirilari
normallestirmeye donik dilin  ve vyayincligin tehlikelerine karsi kamuoyunu
bilinclendirmek lizere yasanan insani krizin ve hak ihlallerinin boyutlarini goriinir kilan
belgeleme ve raporlama calismalar yuratilmelidir. Saldirilart dolayll ya da dogrudan
savuhan ve daha da ileri gidilmesi yoniinde goris bildiren yayinlara yer veren yayinevleri
ve slreli yayinlara yonelik akademik boykot kampanyalari ile bu tir yayinlarin geri
cekilmesi icin sosyal hizmet 6rgutleri sosyal medya lizerinden birlikte hareket etmelidir.
Uzun vadede istihdami, yerel Gretimi ve kalkinmayi desteklemeye doniik projeler yoluyla
Gazze’nin refahi icin planlar hazirlanarak, yoksulluk ve issizligin bolgedeki etkilerini
azaltmaya yonelik sosyoekonomik destek mekanizmalari da hizla gelistirilmelidir.

3.4. Cocuk Odakli Uluslararasi Platform

Filistinli cocuklarin hem bugiin hem gelecek donem gereksinimlerini en ust diizeyde
karsilamak icin atilmasi gereken adimlardan bir digeri ise kuskusuz cocuk odakl
uluslararasi bir platform olusturulmasidir. Kronik aclik ve hastalik risklerinin yani sira
kronik siddet ve istikrarsizlik kosullarinda bulunan bu ¢ocuklar, uluslararasi kuruluslarin
koruyucu miidahaleleri ile anilan risklerin yarattigi yikici etkilerden kismen de olsa
uzaklastirilabilir. Ornegin keyfi go6zaltilar nedeniyle 6zgurligiinden yoksun birakilan
Filistinli cocuklarin hukuki yardima ve savunuculuk c¢alismasina ihtiyaci bulunmasina
karsin ¢ok sinirli sayida uluslararasi kurulus bu konuda faaliyet gdstermektedir (Grace,
2023). Gazze'de cocuklarin icinde bulundugu risklerin yonetilmesinde ve zamanla
bertaraf edilmesinde BM uzmanlk kuruluslarinin énderliginde ve Cocuk Haklarina Dair
S6zlesme hiikiimleri 1siginda uluslararasi is birligine dayali bir platform yapilanmasina
gidilmesi insani yardim ablukasinin kirilmasini da saglayabilir. Sosyal hizmetler bu
baglamda kilit bir ortak paydadir zira gerek insan haklarini ve sosyal adaleti esas alan
ilkeleri gerek mesleki temelleri dogrultusunda her insanin insan onur ve haysiyetine
yakisir sekilde yasamasinda tarihi miicadelelere imza atmis bir disiplindir. Soykirim ve
etnik temizlige karsi oOlim-kalim savasi veren cocuklarin sesinin tiim dinyaya
ulastiriimasinda ve uluslararasi diizeyde is birligi aginin gliclendirilerek Gazze'deki
cocuklar icin harekete gecilmesinde sosyal hizmet uzmanlarina ve Uluslararasi Sosyal
Hizmet Uzmanlari Federasyonuna (IFSW) basta olmak (lizere bu alanda o6rgutli meslek
kuruluslarina tarihi bir gorev dismektedir.
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insanlar tanindiklarini, takdir edildiklerini, kendilerine onurlu davranildigini gercekten
hissettiklerinde toplumsal yasama katilim firsatini degerlendirmekte ve bu katilim
vatandaslik-adalet-refah arasindaki iliskide bireyin belirleyici rollinii pekistirmektedir
(Prilleltensky ve Prilleltensky, 2021). Dislayici kiltlrler insa etmeyen, sosyal adaletsizligi
ve ayrimcihigi reva gérmeyen, farkl kimliklere sahip kisileri kabul edip onlara kendilerini
gercekten dederli hissettiren toplumlarda aidiyet duygusu giiclenmekte ve sosyal
calismalara katilma olasihigr artmaktadir (Di Martino, Scarpa ve Prilleltensky, 2022). Bu
olasilik, sadece Gazze’de degil diinyanin farkli cografyalarinda ylikselmekte olan irkci ve
militarist egilimlerle, bu egilimleri besleyen ya da finanse eden yapilarla miicadele icin
de 6nemi yadsinamayacak bariscil bir yaklasimdir.

Yikselen sosyal adalet ve esitlik taleplerini evrensel bir kavrayisla daha ileriye tasimak
icin IFSW ve BM Sosyal Kalkinma Arastirma Kurulusu (UNRISD) 6nculiginde gerceklesen
Yeni Eko-Sosyal Diinyayi Birlikte Insa Etmek: Kimseyi Geride Birakma (2022) zirvesiyle
bu micadeleye yon verecek rehber ilke; ‘eko-sosyal diinya’ olarak kamuoyuna
duyurmustur. Kavram, pandemi sirecini ve etkilerini geride birakmaya calisan diinyada
derinden hissedilen daha adil ve daha kapsayici bir uluslararasi toplum ihtiyacina yanit
niteligindedir. Ortak bir gelecekten bahsedebilmek icin yeni yerel ve kiiresel degerlerin,
politikalarin ve uygulamalarin neler olmasi gerektigine dair genis katiliml bir tartismaya
da onculik eden kavramin baslangi¢ noktalari: “insanlara ve gezegene duyulan sevgi,
sorumluluk ve haklar; saygi, haysiyet, uyum ve adalet; cesitlilik, aidiyet, karsiliklilik ve
esitlik; topluluk ve birliktelik” olarak ilan edilmistir (New Eco-Social World, 2022).

IFSW’nin tim diinyaya ilan ettigi bu ilkelerin yasama gecirilmesi Filistinli cocuklar icin
uluslararasi bir platform olusturulmasinin da gerekceleri niteligindedir. IFSW’nin,

“Karsilikliligr birlikte gelistirmek, barisi birlikte insa etmek, dogayla birlikte yasamak,
sosyal adaleti birlikte yaratmak ve esitligi birlikte gerceklestirmek...uluslararasi
dayanisma ile ileriye giden yolda baris¢il diinya icin ekolojik biitinliigt saglamak,
strdiriilebilir — refah  toplumlarini  mimkin  kilan  ekonomik  reformlar
gerceklestirmek...” cagrisina Gazzeli cocuklar icin de kulak vermenin zamanidir (New
Eco-Social World, 2022).

Aksi halde tamamen savunmasiz ve a¢ birakilarak diinyanin gézi éniinde 6lime terk
edilen Filistin halki ile sinirl kalmayacak bu soykirim, farkh cografyalarda yine cocuklar
basta olmak lGizere masum insanlari hedef almaya devam edecektir. Bugiin oldugu gibi
yarin da cocuklar israil’in kendisini savunma hakkini kullandigi gerekcesi ile yasamdan
koparilma tehdidiyle yasayacak ve kendilerini glivende hissedemeyecektir.
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4. Sonucg

Gazze’de siiregelen catismalar ve abluka, cocuk haklarini dogrudan ihlal eden insani kriz
yaratmistir. Cocuklarin temel yasam haklari, saghk hizmetlerine erisimleri, egitim
olanaklari ve psikososyal iyilik halleri ciddi tehdit altindadir. Calismamizda, Gazze’'de
cocuklarin maruz kaldigi hak ihlalleri ele alinarak uluslararasi hukukun, sosyal hizmet
uygulamalarinin ve insani yardim mekanizmalarinin mevcut durumu incelenmistir.

Arastirmalar, Gazze’deki cocuklarin kronik travmaya maruz kaldiklarini, fiziksel ve
psikolojik saglklarinin ciddi 6lciide zarar gérdugini ve egitim haklarinin sistematik
olarak ihlal edildigini gostermektedir. Catisma ortaminda blylyen cocuklarin biyik
kismi travma sonrasi stres bozuklugu, depresyon ve kaygi bozukluklari gibi psikolojik
sorunlar yasamakta, temel insani ihtiyaclara erisimde surekli kisitlamalarla
karsilasmaktadir. Ayrica, altyapinin tahrip olmasi nedeniyle su, gida ve saglk
hizmetlerine erisim yetersizligi, cocuk 6liimlerini ve uzun vadeli saglk risklerini hizla
artirmaktadir.

Bu baglamda, uluslararasi toplumun Gazze’deki cocuklara yonelik daha etkin ve hizli
mudahalelerde bulunmasi gerekmektedir. BM Cocuk Haklari S6zlesmesi ve uluslararasi
insancil hukuk cercevesinde, c¢ocuklarin korunmasi icin acil eylem planlarinin
gelistirilmesi ve wuygulanmasi zorunludur. Cocuklara yodnelik insani yardimlarin
strdulrulebilir hale getirilmesi, psikososyal destek programlarinin genisletilmesi,
uluslararasi sosyal hizmet mekanizmalarinin gliclendirilmesi ve cesitlendirilmesi uzun
vadeli ¢6zlim Onerileri arasinda yer almaktadir.

Gazze’de cocuk haklarinin korunmasi sadece insani bir mesele degil, ayni zamanda
uluslararasi hukukun ve sosyal adaletin geregidir. Catismalarin etkisinin azaltilmasi,
insani yardimlarin artirilmasi ve cocuklarin gelecegine dair surdirilebilir politikalarin
olusturulmasi, calismamizda anilan uluslararasi aktorlerin sorumlulugundadir. Mevcut
durumun siardirulmesi, yalnizca Gazze’deki cocuklarin degil, kiiresel insan haklari
sisteminin de ciddi bir basarisizligi olacaktir. Bu nedenle akademik, hukuki ve insani
perspektifleri birlikte yapilandiran bitlincil politikalar gelistirilerek cocuklarin temel
haklarinin bir an énce glivence altina alinmasi gerekmektedir.
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Tech Agnostic: How Technology Became the World's Most
Powerful Religion, and Why It Desperately Needs a
Reformation Greg Epstein. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press,
2024. 368 sayfa. ISBN 978-0-262-04920-7.

Greg M. Epstein’in kaleme aldigi
Religion, and Why It Desperately Needs a Reformation” adli kitap ilk kez 2024 yilinda
The MIT Press (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) tarafindan yayimlanmistir. Bashgi
Tirkceye “Teknoloji Agnostigi: Teknoloji Nasil Dinyanin En Glgcli Dini Haline Geldi ve
Neden Umutsuzca Bir Reformasyona ihtiyaci Var” olarak cevrilebilen eser ¢ ana
bolimden olusmaktadir. Kitabin Tiirkce cevirisi bulunmamaktadir. Bu ¢alismada eserin
2024 yilinda yayimlanan ve 368 sayfadan olusan ilk baskisi incelenecektir.

How Technology Became the World's Most Powerful

Kuresellesen yeni dinya dilizeni ile teknolojinin insan hayatinda aldigi rol
yadsinamayacak duruma gelmistir. Yalnizca teknik veriler ve durum analizlerinin mevcut
dizeni aciklamada yetersiz kaldigi gézleminden yola cikan yazar, teknoloji fenomenini
din gibi kusatici bir cercevede inceler. Risk sermayedarlari, CEO'lar, mihendisler, din
adamlar ve terapistler dahil olmak lizere teknolojiyle baglantili cok cesitli bireylerle
yapilan vyaklasik iki yluz roportajdan elde edilen analizler sunulan cercevenin
anlasilirhigini artirmaktadir (Epstein, 2024). Nitel bir calismanin Urini olan eser,
karsilastirmali analiz, tarihsel benzetme ve ¢esitli etnografik unsurlarla birlikte teknoloji
dininin nasil giinimizin tek ve en gicli dini haline geldigini dini terminolojiden sik sik
faydalanarak elestirel bir Gslup ile okuyucuya aktarir.

Basinda bir giris ve sonunda bir sonu¢ kismi bulunan kitap ¢ ana baslhk altinda
sekillenmektedir. “inanclar” adli ilk béliimde yazar teknoloji dininin temel inanc sistemini
ve temel 6gretilerini aciklar. “Pratikler” adli bélim, geleneksel tiim dinlerin insan hayatini
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sekillendirici ve kapsayici rolleri oldugu gibi tech dininin de benzer pratiklere sahip
oldugunu ve bu dinin etki ve uygulamalarini konu edinmektedir. “Sevilen Topluluk, ya da
Reformasyon” adli son bélimde yazar, teknolojinin insan hayatindaki olumsuz roliine
dair sundugu argiimanlara ragmen beklenilenin aksine ¢d6ziimiin aslinda bir reddetme
degil iyilestirme olabilecegini ve bunun ancak kollektif bir ¢cabayla mimkin oldugunu
aktarir.

Kitap tarihsel derinlikli bir karsilastirma ile baslar. MS 4. ylzyillda Konstantin’in
Hristiyanliga gecisini medeniyeti ileriye tasiyan ve dénustirici bir glic olarak betimleyen
yazar benzer bir degisim olarak bugiin ginimiz toplumuna bunu ancak teknolojinin
sagladigini ifade eder (Epstein, 2024). Saglik, egitim ve cesitli hizmet sektorlerinde ileri
yapay zeka araclarinin kullanimi, biyik 6lcekli teknoloji sirketlerinin (Apple, Microsoft,
Amazon) sundugu “hizli yasa” sloganiyla sekillenip-déniisen yasam standartlari
gercekten de insanligi tipki bir dinin medeniyeti ileri tasimasi gibi ileriye tasimistir. ilk
bolimde geleneksel olmayan analizlerle neden ‘tech dini’ sorusunu temellendiren
Epstein hayatinin uzun yillarini Harvard ve MIT gibi kurumlarda gorev yaparak
gecirmistir. Kisiler ve kitleler icin her zaman derin deneyimler yasamanin tek yolunun
din olmadigini sahip oldugu teoloji kimligi ile de gozlemleyebilen yazar, kitabin
genelinde uyguladigi karsilastirmali metot ile geleneksel dinler ve tech dininin inanclarini
titizlikle analiz etmistir. Geleneksel dinler icin hayati 6nemi olan, kurtarici figiir, cennet,
cehennem ve fanatizm gibi sekizi askin kavram lizerinde duran yazar bu kavramlarin
tech dinine yansimasini irdeler. Hristiyanhk din literatiiriindeki “ruhban sinifi” tech
dininde karsimiza Silikon vadisinden {inli Open IA CEO’larn olarak sunulur. Marc
Andreessen, Elon Musk, Nick Bostrom ifade edilen isimler arasindadir. Tech dininin
temellendirildigi birinci boélimde yazarin tercih ettigi adlandirmanin okuyucunun
zihninde sekillenmesi bir hayli kolaylasiyor ve okuyucu yazarin kurulmasini istedigi
kopriunin iskeletini olusturabiliyor.

Dini pratikler, uygulamali davraniglar olup kisinin inancini pekistiren ve disaridan
gozlemlenebilen davranislardir. Pratikler bashkl ikinci bélimde teknoloji dininin tipki
geleneksel dinlerde oldugu gibi insanlarin giindelik yasamlarini sekillendiren eylemler
oldugundan bahseden yazar bu boliimi {i¢c ana baslik altinda inceliyor. “Hiyerarsiler ve
Kastlar, ya da Beyaz Erkekler icin Utopya” bashginda tarih boyunca cesitli dinlerde
gorulen hiyerarsik sistemin tech dininde de var oldugu aktarilir. “Ritiieller” bashginda
geleneksel dinlerin belki de en bilinen davranis bicimleri ele alinir ve incelikli bir
karsilastirma yapilir. Kisilerin dini aidiyet duygularini giiclendiren ve bagliliklarini
pekistiren orlntuler tech dininde karsimiza istemsizce yapilan ekran kontrolleri,
(bildirim ahp almadigini teyit etmek amaciyla) bir icerikten baska bir icerige gecis icin
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yapilan ekran kaydirmalari zaman zaman oOdiil-motivasyon dengemiz (zerine
yogunlasan aplikasyonlar gibi cesitli davranislar olarak cikiyor. Epstein istatistiksel
verilerle kapsamli bir analiz sunarken bahsettigi benzer davranis ériintiilerini Emile
Durkheim’in “kolektif cosku” (collective effervescence) kavrami lizerinden kurdugu
paralellikle temellendirir (Epstein, 2024. “Kiyamet(ler)” bashgi ikinci boliimiin son basligi
olup, yazar bu béliimde gelismis yapay zeka teknolojilerinin bizi olasi bir felaket riskiyle
karsi karsiya biraktigindan bahseder.

Gercek anlamiyla bir dini anlamanin en mantikli yolu o dinin mensuplarinin giindelik
yasamlarini incelemek oldugu fikrine sanirim hepimiz katiliriz, ikinci bélim okuyucunun
zihninde tech dininin nifuz ettigi gercek alanlan canlandiriyor. Kitabi okumadan once
gindelik ve siradan hareketlerimiz olarak gordigimiz davranislarin aslinda bir dini
ritiel olup olmadigini sorgulatan yazar icinde bulundugumuz durumun ciddiyetini bir
kez daha istatiksel verilerle ortaya koyuyor. Detayli anlatimin yaninda yazar 6zellikle dini
pratikleri genclerin teknoloji ile iliskisi baglaminda ele aliyor ve kitabin geneline hakim
olan elestirel bir tslup ile sunuyor.

“Sevilen Cemaat, ya da Reformasyon” adli liciincii ve son boélimde kitap boyunca
saptadigl problemlerin ¢6ziim yoluna isik tutan Epstein reddetmeye degil gercek bir
donlisime odaklaniyor. Kendini “tech agnostigi” olarak tanimlayan yazar, teknolojiye
karsi stipheci bir yaklasim benimsenmesi fikrinin yaninda ¢6ziimii bireysel degil kollektif
bir cabada gorir. Amaclanan kollektif eylem icin cemaatlerin potansiyel araclar oldugu
fikrini paylasir. Himanist bir papaz olan Epstein ikinci olarak bizi ¢6zlime goétiirecek
olanin insancil ve bitincil bir bakis acgisi oldugunu savunur. Kitabin ana tezi, kendisine
hizmet eden ile edilenin bulaniklastigi teknoloji sektoriine insan merkezli bir bakis
acisinin kazandirilmasidir.

Kitap boyunca sayisiz tekrarlamalarla belirlenen sorunlarin ¢6zim yoluna gidildigi son
bolimde bir okuyucu olarak sunulan ¢6zim yollarinin ylizeysel oldugunu séylemek
miamkindir. Hamanistik bir bakis acisiyla kucaklayacagimiz teknolojinin insan
yasamina yer birakmayacak sekilde isgal ettigi alanlardan nasil ayrisacagi veya gercek
anlamda ayrismasinin gerekli olup olmadiginin sinirlari bulaniktir. En etkin ¢6ziim olarak
sunulan kollektif cabanin bicim ve yontemi yeterince aydinlatiilmamistir. Ahlaki cagrinin
¢ok glcli oldugu kitapta, insanlarin teknolojinin kiskacini esnetecekleri somut
politikalar daha az nettir.

Sonuc olarak, kitapta daha 6nce teknoloji ve din arasinda paralellikler kuran calismalara
da deginen yazarin metodoloji ve kapsam acisindan diger calismalardan ayristigini
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soylemek miimkindir (Epstein, 2024). Disiplinler arasi bir yaklasim benimseyerek,
kurdugu ve temellendirdigi anlamh benzerlik iliskisi baglaminda kitap sonunda
okuyucuya elestirel bir bakis acisi kazandiran eser, teknoloji-din alaninda calismalar
yapan arastirmacilar icin oldukca faydal bir eserdir.
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